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“BE DEVOTED TO ONE ANOTHER IN BROTHERLY LOVE. HONOR ONE ANOTHER ABOVE YOURSELVES.” ROMANS 12:10

As World Cup arrives in North America, Southern Baptists gear up to share
the Gospel

Every four years, the World Cup captures the attention of people from around the globe. This
year, the Cup comes to North America, and Southern Baptists are working to share the gospel
to the millions of people who will be traveling to watch the matches or be part of the festivities
around the games.

By Brandon Elrod

As the world prepares for
one of its largest sporting
events, Southern Baptists
have created opportunities
to leverage the 2026 World
Cup to share the Gospel.

Sixteen major cities
throughout North America
will host soccer matches

that are expected to draw
crowds of 15-25 million
people who will come from
all over the world to watch
the games or be part of the
festivities surrounding the
events. More than 5 bil-
lion are expected to watch
broadcasts of the games.
“The World Cup pres-

ents a unique opportunity
for our Southern Baptist
family of churches to en-
gage people from all over
the world with the Gos-
pel,” said Tim Dowdy, vice
president of evangelism at
the North American Mis-
sion Board (NAMB). “Our
hope is that churches in the

cities where these events
will be held as well as peo-
ple from churches around
the North America who
plan to attend an event will
find the tools designed spe-
cifically for the World Cup
helpful in pointing people
to Jesus.”

Soccer is one of the
world’s  most  popular
sports, and every four
years, hundreds of millions
of people tune in from
around the globe to watch
World Cup matches. IMB
photo

The International Mis-
sion Board (IMB), NAMB
and several Southern Bap-
tist state conventions are
encouraging churches and
Christians to engage their
communities with the good
news. NAMB has created a
web page that captures sev-
eral of these efforts in one
place.

IMB has established an
engagement strategy that
it has utilized during the
last three Olympic cycles
to make an impact on the
global audience that will

be paying attention to the
games and events sur-
rounding the World Cup.

“IMB’s digital engage-
ment team has been on the
cutting edge of strategies to
advance the Gospel across
language barriers and to
people groups who would
not otherwise have access
the good news of Jesus
Christ,” said IMB Presi-
dent Paul Chitwood.

A key aspect of the ap-
proach directs individuals
to a website IMB created
that asks and answers the
question: “Who am 1?7
Visitors to the site will see
the page and all its resourc-
es in their own language.
They will be able to hear a
virtual Gospel translation
and download a copy of
God’s Word.

NAMB is offering soc-
cer-themed resources —
stickers, patches, lanyards
and wristbands — that direct
people to the “Who Am 1?7
site  through QR codes.
Whether hosting watch
parties, attending the fan
fests or doing street evan-

gelism, these resources can
help believers initiate Gos-
pel conversations.

“Now, a sporting event
taking place in Canada,
Mexico and the United
States brings IMB and
NAMB together to focus
on how we can serve each
other and the nations,” said
Chitwood. “This is another
way Southern Baptists are
uniting around our Great
Commission work.”

Major cities through-
out the continent will be
hosting these games, and
Southern Baptist state con-
ventions in California, Tex-
as, Missouri and Georgia
all have established plans
to share the Gospel with
the global crowds who will
be visiting their states.

As the World Cup comes
to North America this year,
Southern Baptists have
been organizing ways to
use the game of soccer to
make connections with
people and open doors for
gospel proclamation. IMB

Continued on page 5
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By Faith BroKar

Throughout Scripture,
believers are repeat-
edly warned to guard
themselves against false
teaching. While many
Christians today focus
on messages of encour-
agement, grace, and
unity, the Bible also
makes clear that truth
matters deeply. Ignoring
false doctrine may seem
harmless at first, but
Scripture teaches that
error can slowly pull in-
dividuals, families, and
even entire churches
away from the Gospel.

Jesus Himself warned
about deception. In Mat-
thew 7:15, He said, “Be-
ware of false prophets,
which come to you in
sheep’s clothing, but in-

The Danger of Ignoring False Teaching

wardly they are ravening
wolves.” False teachers
are not always obvious.
Many sound sincere,
compassionate, or even
biblical on the surface.
That is what makes de-
ception dangerous.

The Apostle Paul
also warned the early
church that false doc-
trine spreads much like
a disease. In 2 Timothy
4:3-4, Paul wrote, “For
the time will come when
they will not endure
sound doctrine; but af-
ter their own lusts shall
they heap to themselves
teachers, having itching
ears.” In other words,
people  often  begin
choosing teachers based
on what feels good or
sounds appealing rather

than what is true.

One of the greatest
dangers of false teaching
is that it often mixes truth
with error. Satan rarely
works through com-
plete and obvious lies.
Instead, deception com-
monly comes through
subtle distortions of
Scripture. A teacher may
quote Bible verses while
twisting their meaning
or removing them from
context. This is why
Christians are instruct-
ed to know the Word of
God for themselves rath-
er than blindly following
personalities or popular
movements.

The 1issue becomes
even more serious when
churches remain silent
about false teaching in

the name of avoiding
conflict. While Chris-
tians are called to show
love and humility, the
Bible never teaches be-
lievers to ignore doctri-
nal error. Titus 1:9 in-
structs church leaders to
“exhort and to convince
the gainsayers” by hold-
ing firmly to sound doc-
trine.

Ignoring false teach-

ing can also create
confusion for younger
believers. New Chris-

tians often assume that
if a preacher is popular,
wealthy, charismatic, or
widely followed, they
must be trustworthy.
Yet throughout history,
many influential teach-
ers have led people away
from biblical truth while
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appearing
successful.

At the same time,
Christians must ap-
proach these matters
carefully and prayer-
fully. Not every dis-
agreement is heresy, and
believers should avoid
a spirit of pride or con-
stant division. The goal
is not to attack people,
but to protect truth and
encourage discernment.

Acts 17:11 praises the
Bereans because they
searched the Scriptures
daily to verify what they
were being taught. That

outwardly

example remains impor-
tant today. Christians are
called not only to hear
teaching, but to examine
it against God’s Word.
In a culture filled
with countless voices,

podcasts, livestreams,
influencers, and online
ministries, discernment

may be more important
now than ever. Scripture
consistently reminds
believers that truth mat-
ters — and that protect-
ing sound doctrine is an
act of love for both the
church and the next gen-
eration.
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Kansas Faith & Family is inviting lo-
cal writers, pastors, and community
members to contribute articles for up-

coming issues.

If you have a message, testimony,
or faith-based topic you would like to
share, we would love to hear from you.

Please submit inquiries or articles to:
editor@kansasfaithandfamily.org
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By Carl D. Everhart

Christians do not con-
form to the patterns of the
world; they dare to be dif-
ferent!

This article offers seri-
ous and impactful discus-
sion topics as an alternative
to the infamous “parties at
the bars” that are often not
“God honoring.” There’s
still a party ... one for
the Bride and one for the
Groom. Each follows Bib-
lical concepts like “iron
sharpens iron” and “with
many advisors they suc-
ceed.” Psalm 127:1 (CEV)
says, “Without the help of
the LORD it is useless to

An Alternative Bachelorette and Bachelor Party

build a home or to guard a
city.”

Both parties open and
close with prayer, and they
include celebration, food,
and fun. Each has about
seven Christians that offer
valuable “solicited” ad-
vice. Trusted friends and
(maybe) selected family
members gather to discuss
meaningful advice con-
cerning marriage and fam-
ily. Their counsel includes
both “do’s” and “do not’s.”
Proverbs 25:12 (TEV)
says, “A warning given by
an experienced person to
someone willing to listen
is more valuable than gold
rings or jewelry.”

Satan wants the large
amount of information of-
fered herein to overwhelm
you, don’t let it! While
topics should be tailored
to the couple (and include
anything), the following is
offered only as a starting
point. Choose the topics
you want to discuss and
leave the rest.

Albert Einstein wrote,
“A man marries a woman

hoping she will not change
and a woman marries a man
hoping that he will change.
Both are disappointed.”
My unsolicited advice is
that you never get married
until you are convinced the
other person has already
made (and proven) the per-
manent changes necessary
for a “Godly” marriage.
Know the enemy! Sa-
tan doesn’t want you to be
“equally yoked.” He comes
to steal your finances (dis-
cuss tithing, spending hab-
its, savings, gambling, and
who manages this often-
volatile necessity); he will
steal even your talents
(anything you’re doing that
brings glory to God!). He
comes to kill (your physi-
cal body, and your health),
and he will use drugs, alco-
hol, and even food, to do
so. He comes to destroy ev-
ery Christian marriage (his
crown jewel of conquest),
and relationships  with
other God-fearing people.
If allowed, Satan will use
your unbelieving friends to
pull you away from Jesus

WE HAVE A WEBSITE!

Kansas Faith and Family
is now online!

Visit our new website at

www.kansasfaithandfamily.org

or scan the QR Code

and destroy your marriage.
Your closest friend must
be your spouse, right after
Jesus.

Any idol that pulls your
focus away from Jesus, or
your family, is kryptonite
to marriages. This includes
the following: Adultery
(lust will normally die af-
ter about two years and
the marriage will also die
without true love). Ab-
sence (misplaced priorities
like work, hobbies, social
media/technology, or any
sports event that separates
the family). Abuse (of any
kind - from either side).
God is not pleased with
prejudice, pride, and espe-
cially misguided religion
(He cannot be bribed with
good works or rituals). He
hates pornography; it will
destroy even a “God-hon-
oring” marriage.

Other important topics
include praying together,
daily. Unconditional love
(like God has for you).
Forgiving others (the only
task given to us in the
Lord’s Prayer). Spiritual
leadership of the family
(responsibilities). Getting

intentionally and actively
involved with a Bible based
church (if not already), and
other Bible study activi-
ties. You’ll get as much of
Jesus in your marriage,
and your life, as you seek.
Simply the topic of politics
has become very divisive,
and while it may not be
an issue now, it can cause
much friction later. Expec-
tations concerning impor-
tant topics such as conflict
resolution (marriage is not
easy, establish realistic and
healthy boundaries for the
in-laws and even friends),
sexual relations (never use
sex as a weapon), effective
communication, and daily
chores (take turns chang-
ing the baby’s diapers).
Learn the other’s “Love
Language” and feed into
it routinely. Remember,
the grass really is always
greener where it’s fed and
watered. Don’t expect your
spouse to be perfect or
even to complete you (only
Jesus can do that!). By the
way ... also remember that
God gave Adam a job be-
fore He gave him a wife.
Acknowledging there’s

so much more, discuss
Ecclesiastes 3 and 4:12,
Matthew 5:1-12 and 6:33,
Mark 11:26, Luke 6:31,
Romans 12:9-21, 1 Cor-
inthians 7:4, Ephesians
5:21-33, Philippians 2:3-4,
Colossians 3:18-25, and 1
Peter 3:1-7.

Discuss the following:
“Marriage takes three to be
complete; it’s not enough
for two to meet, they
must be united in Love
by Love’s Creator, God
Above. A marriage that fol-
lows God’s plan takes more
than a woman and a man. It
needs a oneness that can be
only from Christ. Marriage
takes three” (Terra Sancta
Scrolls).

Dear Heavenly Father,
may this proposal spread
and ultimately help mar-
riages survive in a world
where they are under at-
tack from many directions.
Amen.

To read more from this
grateful  Prodigal son,
lay pastor, voice, apolo-
gist, and sinner (saved by
grace), search: everhar-
tandsoul.com (then select
“Blog”).
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By Lia Girard

Bible Reading:

We can make our own
plans, but the LORD gives
the right answer. - Proverbs
16:1 (NLT)

Have you ever had a sea-
son that you thought would
break you? Or are you cur-
rently in that season? May-
be you’re going through
something that feels un-
familiar... as though the
world has pressed the
pause button on your plans
or completely derailed
your hopes?

As believers, we know
that life is a roller coaster
of joys and pains, ups and
downs, wins and losses.
God didn’t promise zero
struggle. But he did prom-
ise that if you give your
struggles to him, he will,
in the end, make all things
new. His final answer will
always be the right one.

The Bible demonstrates
that imperfect people are
loved and saved by a pow-
er beyond comprehension.
And even now, in your life,
God is still the supplier of a
peace that surpasses under-
standing. Even in the lon-
gest waiting or the hardest

A Prayer to Remember the Rewards of Waiting

storms.

If right now you’re wait-
ing, praying, hoping, or
crying out for an outcome
you feel would fix every-
thing, allow me to gently
remind you: when God
answers, it will always be
what’s best for you. There
is no greater love, and he
sees every moment of your
anguish. However, just like
when seeds buried in dark-
ness eventually grow to-
ward God’s light, waiting
is the rich soil where trans-
formation occurs.

It’s often in long stretches
of wondering and waiting
that we learn the freedom
of patience. We develop
the strength of endurance.
And we deepen our reli-
ance on God. These are
just a few of the rewards of
waiting. In fact, if you’ve
already been through to
the other side of an empty
place where you thought
all your prayers were un-
answered, I’m betting you
can look back now and see
the fruits of that season.

I remember sitting in a
soft chair alone, staring
out at a beautiful cherry
tree that blossomed each

spring. It soothed me dur-
ing a three-year stretch
when my life was wrecked
by lost love, and what ap-
peared at the time to be a
desperate lack of resources.

My Christian counselor,
through this painful period,
asked where I found any
moments of peace. And I
explained how gazing at
this tree was a special one
for me. Hearing this, she
reassured me that God de-
sires what is best for me.
Also, that what I had bro-
ken out of was not his de-
sire for me. Then she said
something I’ve never for-
gotten. She said, “I prom-
ise you, in God’s perfect
timing, you won’t be sit-
ting there looking out the
window at that tree. You
will be the tree.”

She tucked that beauti-
ful image into my heart as
I waited, and prayed, and
cried... and waited, and
prayed some more. It took
time and hard work, but I
did, in fact, give it all to
God. All of it. And the re-
wards of hope and patience
have never left me. The life
I have found now is filled
with joy and honesty. And
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it’s a gift far greater than I
could have ever imagined.

When 1 close my eyes
and recall those waiting
years, [ can confidently say
they were the best years of
my life. Even with the pain.
Because waiting rewarded
me with the conviction that
all the trappings of a suc-
cessful life are not always
what God desires for me.
What God desires for you
and me is Himself. His
path. His presence. His
good, patient, and perfect
loving plan.

Yes, 1 do believe he
wants you to participate.
Which also means staying
in prayer, and asking him
to guide and speak to you
in ways you will recognize
and understand.

Waiting for life to make

sense, and for a heart full
of hurts to heal, ended
up planting a garden of
strength in my soul. Be-
cause I now know... that
when nothing makes sense,
God sees the outcome. And
his words to the Israelites
in Isaiah 41:10, who were
suffering captivity then,
still apply to you, too:

“So do not fear, for I am
with you; do not be dis-
mayed, for I am your God.
I will strengthen you and
help you; I will uphold you
with my righteous right
hand.”

He has you in his loving
embrace. And even though
you may be waiting, his
plan for you is always
good.

Let’s Pray:

Dear God, I don’t like

waiting. [ want to be on
a mission, making things
right, achieving  suc-
cess. But right now, I feel
stuck in a time of hard un-
knowns. Show me that you
are here with me. Fill me
with your presence. Help
me to let go of wanting and
to be patient and prayerful
in the waiting.

I know you see me, and
I know you love me more
than I can even imagine.
Will you give me the peace
to truly believe that when
your answer does come,
it will be what’s right and
best for me? Thank you for
your daily gifts that sus-
tain me in the waiting. And
thank you that I have you,
above all.

In your mighty name,
Amen.
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Q: I have been Catholic all of my life, but lately I have
had a couple of questions about our practices. First, is it
right to refer to Mary as the mother of God? Also, is having
crucifixes throughout our homes a form of idolatry?

A: Jesus, as He was born to Mary, was the Son of God
(Matthew 3:17 and others). While He was both fully man
and fully God, sharing in both natures, this wouldn’t techni-
cally make Mary the mother of God. I am the son of Hank
Wagner and share in many of my father’s traits, but this
would also not make my mother the mother of Hank Wag-
ner. While I won’t denigrate the Catholic understanding of
Mary as having given birth to a member of the triune God-
head and, therefore, possibly being considered the mother
of God and worthy of honor in the same way anyone chosen
of God for any office or task is worthy of honor, it is impor-
tant to see to it that we don’t let that honor become worship
because we are to worship God only (Luke 4:8).

Similarly, having crucifixes, pictures of Jesus, or other
symbols of our Christian faith in our homes, cars, wallets,
or wherever we care to have them is not necessarily a bad
thing. I look up at the wall above my desk as I write this
and find pictures of my wife, my grandchildren, horses, cats,
and antique tractors. All of those have added joy to my life
and the pictures bring back fond memories for me, but I
don’t treat any of the pictures as an object of worship. When
God said not to make any graven image, it was tied to the
commandment, “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.”
The issue isn’t the image itself, it is worshipping the image
ahead of or instead of God. I loved my wife with all that is
in me, and nearly four years after her homegoing I still do,
and I’1l even admit that on occasion I talk to her picture, but
I do not now nor have I ever worshipped either her or her
picture.

One other small issue with the crucifixes is that the ones
my aunt and uncle (who were Catholic) had in their home
always depicted Jesus still on the cross, which in my mind
focuses on His death, while the ones I see in most Protestant
homes are empty crosses, more of an allusion to His resur-
rection. To borrow from our Catholic friends, “Dying He
destroyed our death, rising He restored our life,” so both
are clearly important, but neither stands alone. That makes
me personally prefer empty crosses, showing all of Christ’s
work completed, but I refuse to dictate anyone else’s con-
science for them. That is the job of the Holy Spirit, and I am
about as far removed from that office as it is possible to be.

If you feel that it is the Spirit dealing with you about these
issues, take it to God in prayer and He will provide the ulti-
mate clarification. However, sometimes Satan will also find
things like this to use to our confusion and loss of faith,
so don’t change your whole life and practices without that
clarification. Pray as Mary prayed — that is, to God through
Jesus — and receive absolute wisdom in the matter. Our eter-
nal lives can depend on developing this habit.

I welcome reader questions. E-mail your question to an-
swer67547@gmail.com.

Dr. Rodney Crowell

Since they’re meant
to represent “we the
people,” the U.S. House
of Representatives is
required to adjust the
boundaries of congressio-
nal districts in each state
using the national cen-
sus taken every 10 years
as a guide. The process
has several good goals:

World Cup

Continued from page 1

photo

With Atlanta being one
of the host cities, Georgia
Baptists have put together
an outreach toolkit that can
be used by church leaders
and volunteers in church-
es of any and every size
throughout the state. Cali-
fornia has two of the World
Cup’s host cities, San Fran-
cisco and Los Angeles, and
launched the Yellow Card
Initiative to use the global
language of soccer to raise
awareness about sin and
the need for the Savior.

The Southern Baptists of
Texas Convention (SBTC),
also a state with two World
Cup sites in Dallas and
Houston, has similarly
put together a web page
with instructions for min-

(1) to give each district a
roughly equal population
size, which is tough when
residents are fleeing
states like California and
New York. Then, (2) con-
tiguity and compactness,
meaning that districts
should be composed of a
single, SENSIBLY con-
nected geographical area
and should not look like

istering to people through
events and other forms of
outreach. Missouri Bap-
tists are working with their
churches to spread the
Gospel among those trav-
eling to St. Louis as they
host World Cup matches.

“Fulfilling the Great
Commission is what we’re
all about as Southern Bap-
tists,” said NAMB Presi-
dent Kevin Ezell. “My
prayer is that God opens
doors for the World Cup to
be an avenue where Chris-
tians connect with unbe-
lievers who then connect
to Christ.”

NAMB’s World Cup
page highlights each of
these efforts and encour-
ages churches and indi-
viduals throughout North
America to leverage one
of the world’s major global
events to spread the good
news of Jesus Christ.
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they came from a salad
shooter. Finally, (3) re-
spect for political subdi-
visions and race, which
avoids wherever possible
splitting counties, cities
or neighborhoods in or-
der to maintain commu-
nity cohesion. National
coherence, not division,
is the goal as the district
boundaries are adjusted
to reflect demographic
data. Most states use their
legislatures to redraw the
district maps, while a few
others use independent
commissions.

Naturally, any politi-
cal party obsessed with
hating the other will mis-
use their freedom to at-
tack rather than cooper-
ate with their opponent.
Can you guess which
party? Yeah, our friends
the Democrats. As each
state haggles through re-

RBibtle ~nsmwess | Real or Fake Election? Part 3: Redistricting Wars

districting, the Dems and
their friends in the ACLU
are apoplectic in light
of the April 29 Supreme
Court ruling in “Loui-
siana v. Callais” which
ended their weaponizing
of the Voting Rights Act
to create EXTRA, gro-
tesquely shaped districts

where pro-Democrat
minorities formed the
majority. It’s like play-

ing darts on a cork wall
where you can first throw
the dart, then walk up to
paint a bull’s eye around
wherever it lands. Win
every time! It’s worked
until now: Ballotpedia,
using U.S. Census 2024
data, estimates that such
“racially gerrymandered”
districts accounted for
148 House seats, about

Continued on page 23
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Dr. Rodney Crowell

Will you forgive the
horrible pun in the title if
this armchair archaeolo-
gist helps you understand
the search for Noah’s Ark
and reference an exciting
article about it? Emiliano
Ruiz just wrote a little
gem for Discern TV, re-
posted in J.D. Rucker’s
Blessed Report, which
is titled “What the Tun-
nels Beneath Mr. Ararat
Reveal — and What They
Don’t.”

As every Sunday
School teacher knows,
Genesis 8:4 states that
Noah’s Ark “came to rest
on the mountains of Ara-
rat.” Despite Ararat’s vol-
atile location —it’s a vol-
cano which last erupted
in 1840, plus it’s located
in extreme eastern Tur-
key near the politically
tense borders of Iran and
Christian Armenia — a
very unique geological
formation near the valley
at its base 18 miles south
has captured much inter-
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est since it was discov-
ered in 1959 by a Turk-
ish Army Captain during
a post-earthquake aerial
survey. Called the “Du-
rupinar Formation” -- the
Turkish Captain modestly
named it after himself -- it
consists of a mound 157
meters long whose outer
ridge resembles the shape
of a boat’s hull, only a
few feet longer than the
137 meters (=450 feet)
of Noah’s vessel. Re-
cent ground-penetrating
radar (GPR, ERT and Li-
DAR) revealed interior
corridors below, angular
subterrestrial ~ structures
and a central tunnel large
enough to walk through,
all buried about 4 me-
ters below the surface!
These intriguing features
prompt us to ask, “Could
this be the fossilized im-
print left by the decom-
posing Ark itself?” For if
so, the wood would have
long deteriorated to noth-
ing, leaving the imprint of
its final shape on the sur-

PES

Noah’s ARK-E-OLOGY

rounding soil.

Oddly, since the Mus-
lim Qur’an mentions
Noah in 16 places, only
giving him more than a
passing mention once (in
Surah 71), enough inter-
est in him remains so that
multiple Turkish Uni-
versities have planned a
formal excavation in the
near future. (If they have
a lick of sense or hon-
esty, they will study the
DETAILED history of
Genesis chapters 6-9 very
closely. But will they?)
Other noteworthy fea-
tures discovered by mod-
ern methods — infrared
thermography, electrical
resistivity, tomography
and soil analysis — show
traces of clay-like mate-
rials, marine sediments
and shellfish remnants,
quite odd for a land form
tucked into a mountain
range, unless you happen
to believe in a worldwide
Flood!

The ceramic fragments
and perhaps even the

shellfish remnants sug-
gest a human presence
from 3-5,000 years ago.
The width of the forma-
tion as well as its length
(mentioned above) match
those of the Ark, allow-
ing for some outward
collapse of the wooden
structure over millennia.

Naturalistic objections
to the Biblical account of
Noah’s Ark are handily
addressed by The “Ark
Encounter” theme park in
Williamstown, KY con-
structed by Ken Ham and
the folks at “Answers in
Genesis.” In its exhibits
there you will notice, for
example, that the ques-
tion “How could Noah
fit all the animals on the
Ark?” (Genesis 6:19) is
answered by realizing
that at most, 16,000 air-
breathing, land-dwelling
younger animals, creep-
ing things and birds — and
only the parent “kinds” of
their species! — required
shelter on the boat. Only
two dogs were needed,
not two of each particular
breed. Aquatic life could
have survived the Flood
in sufficient numbers out-
side the Ark. Despite all
appearances, Noah was a
minimalist!

Yet now we must ask,
“Has Noah’s Ark been
found?” As Bible believ-
ers, we would LOVE to
say, “Yes!” immediately
but we must also allow
the archaeological evi-
dence to speak for itself.
God’s Word is true no
matter what. (“Your word
is truth,” Jesus said in

John 17:17, and He being
God’s Son should know!)
However, the very human
and fallible archaeolo-
gist who finds an ancient
structure, bone fragment,
stone inscription, manu-
script fragment or other
relic must ask “This is ev-
idence of WHAT, exact-
ly?” Patience is required
of us as the experts pres-
ent their conclusions, de-
bate each other, and reach
a consensus — because
this incredibly diverse
academic field blends to-
gether scientific, cultural,
historical and linguistic
data like no other! But
if we wait, some aston-
ishing discoveries are
proven, such as the Os-
suary (or Bone Box) of
James, the brother of Je-
sus — a container holding
bones after a corpse has
thoroughly decomposed
which is stored typically
in a small family tomb,
the box making room for
more bodies to be housed
in an orderly fashion
nearby. On the outside
of this box is inscribed
in first-century Aramaic,
“James son of Joseph
brother of Jesus.” Nor-
mally only the father’s
name was added to iden-
tify lineage, but James
had no ordinary brother!
As I explain in my 2011
Power Point series on
archaeology, the highly
skeptical Israeli Antiqui-
ties Authority charged the
owner of the box, a Jew-
ish citizen named Oded
Golan, with forgery — yet
the Israeli courts them-

selves, paying meticulous
attention to the scien-
tific analysis of the box’s
surface and inscription,
found Golan INNOCENT
of any crime and thus in-
directly declared the bone
box with the mention of
Jesus’ name AUTHEN-
TIC! How cool is that?
Renowned Christian ar-
chaeologist Titus Ken-
nedy agreed with their
assessment in his easy-to-
read popular book UN-
EARTHING THE BIBLE
(2020), which I highly
recommend.

Sadly, we must await
further study on Noah’s
Ark.  Geophysical sur-
veys always require care-
ful interpretation, leaving
no stone unturned (sorry,
another pun!). A Turk-
ish geologist, Murat Avci,
suggests the formation is
a large block of Miocene
limestone that ancient
glacial activity pushed
down the mountainside.
Maybe so, maybe no! But
to encourage our patience
and faith, let me quote at
length Ruiz’s conclusion
to his article: “In an age
where secular historians
work tirelessly to strip
the Biblical narrative
of historic standing, the
very fact that a serious,
multi-university, —multi-
technology investigation
is being mounted at a site
consistent with the scrip-
tural account is worth ac-
knowledging. The culture
may have moved on from
the Bible. The earth, it
seems, has not forgotten.”

Amen and Amen!
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By C.J. Williams, Ligonier
Ministries

Israel’s most famous king
was from a little-known
place called Bethlehem.
As a shepherd boy and the
youngest of eight brothers,
it would have seemed almost
certain that he was destined
to obscurity. But God de-
lights to use the weak things
of the world to do His will (1
Cor. 1:27), and so to every-
one’s surprise, the prophet
Samuel arrived one day and
anointed David to be king.
Henceforth, the Spirit of the
Lord was upon him (1 Sam.
16:13), which he quickly
proved by defeating the
Philistine champion Goliath
with no more than a sling (1
Sam. 17).

Instead of receiving ac-
claim, David endured the
harshest persecution by his

predecessor, the jealous and
vengeful King Saul. Hiding
in caves and living on the
run, David found himself
never more than a step away
from death (1 Sam. 20:3).
But as Saul and his kingship
began to spiral down into
ruin, God blessed and estab-
lished David and eventually
seated him on the throne of

Israel.
David’s experience—
humility and persecution

leading to triumph and ex-
altation—was meant as a
prophetic picture of a greater
King to come. “The suffer-
ings of Christ and the sub-
sequent glories” that would
follow (1 Peter 1:11) are
portrayed in David’s life and
reflected in David’s psalms.
David’s inspired songs are
quoted dozens of times by
the New Testament authors

Who Was David?

as being ultimately fulfilled
in the humiliation and exal-
tation of Christ. This makes
David a type of Christ,
which is to say, his life and
his words were designed
to foreshadow the life and
the work of our Savior. The
prophets knew this and often
referred to the coming Sav-
ior under the image and even
the name of David (Ezek.
34:23; Hos. 3:5).

God made a covenant with
David, promising that the
Christ would come through
his lineage and reign over
an eternal kingdom (2 Sam.
7:12-16). This is why Mat-
thew begins his gospel by
saying, “The book of the ge-
nealogy of Jesus Christ, the
son of David” (Matt. 1:1).
It is also why many who
acknowledged Christ as the
Savior called him “Son of

David” (Matt. 15:22; 20:30).
The resurrection of Christ
was the fulfillment of “the
sure mercies of David” (Isa.
55:3; Acts 13:34).

David’s greatest legacy
is that he foresaw and fore-
shadowed the Lord Jesus
Christ.

The risen Christ now eter-
nally occupies and perfectly
fulfills the three offices of
prophet, priest, and king. As
a prophet, He reveals God to
man. As a priest, He repre-
sents His people before God.
As a king, He rules over
all things in righteousness.
As a type of Christ, David
uniquely foreshadowed the
convergence of these offices
in one individual. David was
obviously a king, but we also
catch glimpses of him in a
priestly role, whether wear-
ing an ephod (2 Sam. 6:14)

or making a sacrifice (2 Sam.
24:18-25). David is also
called a prophet (Acts 2:30),
and in his last words he tes-
tified that “the Spirit of the
Lord speaks by me” (2 Sam.
23:2). The fulfillment and
perfection of these three of-
fices by his greater Son was
thus reflected in David’s life.

Yet even while David re-
flected the life of Christ, he
(like all of us) was a sinner
in need of Christ. His adul-
tery with Bathsheba and his
subsequent murder of her
husband Uriah (2 Sam. 11)
remind us that even a man
after God’s own heart (1
Sam. 13:14) is not immune
to falling into great sin. Da-
vid’s house was troubled
with conflict and rebellion
from that time forward, but
the “sweet psalmist of Isra-
el” (2 Sam. 23:1) left us with

a genuine example of the
heart of true repentance (Ps.
51) and the assurance that
God is gracious and forgiv-
ing toward all those who call
upon Him in faith (Ps. 145).

David’s love and long-
ing for God are captured in
some of the most beautiful
images of Scripture that con-
tinue to guide and strengthen
our faith today. It would be
impossible to quantify how
much comfort God’s people
have derived over the centu-
ries from Psalm 23 as each
believer has made his jour-
ney through the valley of the
shadow of death to dwell in
the house of the Lord for-
ever. But David’s greatest
legacy is that he foresaw and
foreshadowed the Lord Jesus
Christ. David’s life and his
psalms continue to point us
to his greater Son.

GRACE

GOD’S SOVEREIGN

OUR TOTAL
DEPRAVITY

THE TRUE GOSPEL

The good news of God’s grace, through His Son, for the glory of His grace.

CHRIST'S ATONING
WORK

IRRESISTIBLE

GRACE

PERSEVERANCE
OF THE SAINTS

Salvation begins with God.
He chose us in Christ
before the foundation

of the world.

Ephesians 1:4-5
“Even as he chose us in him before
the foundation of the world, that
we should be holy and blameless
before him.”

We are sinners—spiritually
dead in transgression and
unable to save ourselves.

Ephesians 2:1

“And you were dead in
the trespasses
and sins.”

Christ died for His people.
His death was a sufficient
sacrifice to save completely.

John 10:11
“I am the good shepherd.
The good shepherd lays down
his life for the sheep.”

God's grace effectively calls
His chosen people, giving
them new life and faith.

John 6:37
“All that the Father gives me
will come to me, and whoever
comes to me [ will never
cast out.”

“He who began a good work

Those whom God saves,
He keeps. His grace
preserves His people
to the end.

Philippians 1:6

in you will bring it to
completion at the day of
Jesus Christ.”

Christ alone, for the glory of God alone.

(Ephesians 2:8-9)

THE GOSPEL IN ONE WORD: JESUS

We are not saved by our efforts, but by His.
It is by grace alone, through faith alone, in

&

of sin

HOW SHOULD WE RESPOND?

Trust in
Christ alone

Repent

| T

| Rest in His |
finished work

Follow Him in
grateful obedience

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away;

behold, the new has come.” 2 Corinthians 5:17
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A Little Bit of Laughter and Fun
Proverbs 17:22 — “Laughter is like taking a good medicine.”

ALABASTER JAR

12

Lt

20

From “The Hible Puzsle Book - A to i Editson® by Mary Welsh

ACROSS

She brought it with her (2 wds)

It saved her

What Jesus told Simon (4 wds)

Who will love more?

The woman heard ___ was eating at the
Pharisee's house

Where the woman stood (2 wds)

The greater debt (3 wds)

The woman's sins were

What the moneylender did (3 wds)

Answers in next
month’s issue

DOWN
1 The woman had done this (4 wds)
3 "If this man were a prophet, he would know
whois ____ him"
4 He invited Jesus to have dinner with him
6 The problem for the debtors (2 wds)
7 The woman wet Jesus' feet with them (2
wds)
9 Simon was one
10 Simon judged
12 The woman wiped Jesus' feet with ___ (2
wds)
14 The woman _____ Jesus' feet and poured
perfume on them
16 It was in the alabaster jar
19 Number of people owing money in the

parable

Mikey’s Funnies

A duck walks into a general store and asks the man-
ager, “Got any fresh fruit?”

“No.”

“Got any fresh vegetables?”

“No. We have only canned and dry goods.”

The next day, the duck returns. “Got any fresh fruit?”

“No.”

“QGot any fresh vegetables?”

“No. I told you yesterday, we have only canned and dry
goods. If you come back tomorrow and ask me the same
question, I’ll douse you in cream.”

On the third day, the duck walks in and asks, “Got any
cream?”

“No.”

“Got any fresh fruit?”

It’s hard to be nostalgic when you can’t remember any-
thing.

Doctor, “Describe your average night.
Patient, “They wear suits of armor.”
Doctor, “No, I mean at bedtime.”
Patient, “They probably take it off.”
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How Christian Radio Reached the Plains: The Story of KHYM and KJIL

For many Christians
across western Kansas,
Christian radio has be-
come a familiar part
of daily life — play-
ing in homes, vehicles,
farms, and workplaces
from Dodge City to
Liberal and beyond.
But decades ago, that
kind of radio ministry
simply did not exist in
southwest Kansas.

According to the
ministry history pub-
lished by Great Plains
Christian Radio, the
vision for what would
eventually become
KJIL and KHYM be-
gan in 1983 when Pas-
tor Gene White moved

his family from Chica-
go to southwest Kan-
sas. White had been
accustomed to listen-
ing to Christian radio
and was surprised to
discover there were no
Christian stations serv-
ing the region at the
time.

An early temporary
solution involved re-
broadcasting Moody
Broadcasting program-
ming through local ca-
ble television systems.
But local supporters
soon began discussing
the possibility of es-
tablishing a full-time
Christian radio station
for the High Plains.

Answers to last month’s
Crossword

ANGELS APPEARING

Solution: _
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On February 25,
1985, a group of 43
individuals  gathered
to discuss the idea,
leading to the forma-
tion of the first board
of directors for Great
Plains Christian Ra-
dio. The organization
said the effort included
farmers, ranchers, pas-
tors, and local business
leaders who believed
Christian radio could
have a positive impact
on the region.

The project faced
significant  financial
hurdles. Great Plains
Christian Radio stated
that approximately
$750,000 would be
needed to construct a
100,000-watt  station
and tower. Only about
one-third of the funds
were initially raised
through fundraising ef-
forts, and the organiza-
tion eventually moved
forward through a
bond issue largely sup-
ported by residents of
southwest Kansas. Ac-
cording to the minis-
try, the debt was paid
off within three years
after the station offi-
cially launched.

KJIL officially
signed on the air Sept.
5, 1992, broadcasting
Christian adult con-
temporary music and
teaching programs

across southwest
Kansas, including the
Dodge City, Garden
City, and Liberal areas.
Several years later,
KHYM began broad-
casting Dec. 23, 1997.
The station expanded
the ministry’s reach
with Christian music
along with nationally
known teaching pro-
grams such as “Focus
on the Family,” “In-
sight for Living,” and
“Turning Point.”
Today, Great Plains
Christian Radio con-

kjil991 cnm

tinues operating as
a  listener-supported
nonprofit ministry. Ac-
cording to the organi-
zation, approximately
95% of its operating
revenue comes from
listeners, churches,
and underwriters
throughout the region.

In addition to mu-
sic and teaching pro-
grams, KHYM and
KJIL continue high-
lighting local minis-
tries and outreach ef-
forts through programs
such as “From the

e

o

103.9™

khym.org

991f

KHYM

Heartland,” hosted by
Delvin Kinser, which
features churches,
pregnancy centers, re-
covery ministries, and
community faith ini-
tiatives across western
Kansas.

More than 30 years
after the original vi-
sion meeting in 1985,
the ministry founded
by southwest Kansans
continues broadcast-
ing messages of faith,
encouragement, and
Christian teaching
throughout the plains.
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By Lance Quinn, Grace
to You

One of the most com-
mon questions I get from
Christian parents is about
parenting. They want spe-
cific and practical advice
for rearing their children in
the very best way. Couples
usually understand their
general parental responsi-
bility but will often speak
of the need for help in spe-
cifically framing their bib-
lical commitments to op-
timally shepherd and train
their children.

Whether you are consid-
ering your parental respon-
sibilities with a new child
or even reaffirming these
biblical principles with
your older children (It’s
never too late!), or even as
grandparents toward your
grandchildren, the follow-
ing “ten commandments”
from God’s Word are sure
to benefit you, your family,
and your church.

1. Pursue Righteous-
ness in Your Marriage

Husbands, you need to
show your children how
a husband loves his wife,
even as Christ loved the
church (Ephesians 5:25).
Do they see you giving
yourself up for her? Are

Ten Commandments of Parenting

they observing how you
tenderly and patiently lead
her, teach her, and protect
her? Your example in the
treatment of your wife
will teach volumes about
Christ’s love for His be-
loved bride, the church.

Wives, to your children
you need to model biblical
submission as you subject
yourself to your husband
in everything (Ephesians
5:24). Do your children
see how you work out your
submission to Christ in re-
spectful submission to your
husband? Your marriage is
a living, breathing example
of the church’s willing sub-
mission to her Head, the
Lord Jesus Christ.

2. Confess Your Sins to
One Another

You need to confess,
when appropriate, your
sins to your family (Prov-
erbs 28:13), and seek their
forgiveness when neces-
sary (Matthew 6:14-15;
Colossians 3:13). As you
are quick to confess, you
are demonstrating true hu-
mility and an ultimate de-
sire to be pleasing to God
in all your ways (2 Corin-
thians 5:9).

3. Pursue Sexual Pu-
rity

Ll e e e |

:Why should Christians'
never work out?

Answer:
Because Jesus said to
' lay aside every weight.
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Be very careful to pro-
tect your home from the
sexual immorality of the
world we live in. That
means you need to abstain
from sexual immorality
yourself (1 Thessalonians
4:3-8) and otherwise pro-
mote sexual purity in your
home (Proverbs 5-7). The
pursuit of sexual purity
should govern your enter-
tainment choices, season
your speech, and guide you
when you’re in public or
private, especially when
you think no one else is
looking or listening. Your
own sexual purity will pro-
tect you and your children
from the heartbreak known
well among a depraved
generation (Proverbs 5:7-
14).

4. Manage Your Re-
sources Wisely

Take great pains to man-
age the Lord’s money and
resources with which you
are entrusted and do so
with the utmost integrity
(1Timothy 6:5-10). Con-
tinually think of ways to
be a better steward of all
your time, talent, and trea-
sure (Proverbs 31:10-31),
always looking to God for
His provision for all your
basic life needs (Matthew
6:31-34; 1 Timothy 5:8).

5.  Evangelize Your

Children and Others

Because of your great
love for your children, en-
deavor to be a consistent
witness to them of your
own faith, as well as speak-
ing often to them about the
nature of their relationship
to the Lord. Live in such
a way around your kids
that you are fulfilling the
spirit of Paul’s command
to Timothy: “Do the work
of an evangelist” (2 Timo-
thy 4:5). In addition, as
you have opportunity, pro-
claim the gospel to others
with whom you come in
contact, thus hopefully in-
stilling in your children the
same desire to share this
eternal message (1 Corin-
thians 15:1-4).

6. Teach Your Children
the Word of God

Regularly teach your
children God’s Word, both
by your life (desiring to be
models of Christlikeness to
them; 1 John 2:6) and by
your proactive and consis-
tent commitment to fam-
ily worship. Especially as
fathers (as well as single
mothers too), you have
the responsibility to im-
part the truth of Scripture
to your children for their
great good (Deuteronomy
6:4-9).

7. Discipline Your
Children

Attend the Church
of Your Choice

A Message Brought to You by
Kansas Faith and Family

When your children need
correction (which, when
they are young, may seem
to be “ever and always”),
discipline them with what
the Bible calls the “rod of
reproof.”  Those parents
who truly love their chil-
dren will desire to do this
in a caring, consistent, yet
firm manner, attempting
to avoid harshness and
anger. Scripture says that
when you do so, children
will cease their foolishness
and become wise (Prov-
erbs 13:24; 19:18; 22:15;
23:13-14).

8. Watch Your Words
Carefully

Words are very power-
ful tools for good or evil!
They can either build up or

tear down. Speak to your
spouse, your children, and
others with godly wisdom
so that you may edify and
encourage (Proverbs 4:24;
6:12; 10:32; 19:1). Your
children are watching you
intently, and what you say
(including how you say it),
will have deep and lastly
effects on them. Train
your children not to speak
unrighteously (Ephesians
4:29-31).

9. Show Your Children
Your Own Love for God
and Man

Love your God with all
your heart, mind, soul, and
strength, and love your
neighbor as yourself (Mat-

Continued on page 11
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Parenting

Continued from page 10

thew 22:37-40). The great-
est gift you can give your
kids is to show them your
all-consuming love for Je-
sus Christ! What should
flow from this passion is
also your love for your
neighbors, which certainly
includes your immediate
family. Extending beyond
this circle of influence is
your desire to live a pure
and undefiled spiritual life,
which is demonstrated by
visiting orphans and wid-
ows in their distress, and
keeping yourself unstained
by the world (James 1:27).
Pray that your example of
love will have great impact
on your children.

10. Ask God for Grace
and Strength in Your
Child-Rearing

The Bible commands
you to rear your children in
the discipline and instruc-
tion of the Lord (Ephesians

6:4). Thus, child-rearing
is not an option. Thus, the
remaining question should
be: How well are you do-
ing as a parent? To what-
ever degree you perceive
you are succeeding or fail-
ing in the task, and regard-
less of what will be the ini-
tial outcome and ultimate
destiny of your children,
ask God for much grace
and strength to be a parent
who glorifies Him.

If you’ll follow these
“ten commandments” of
parenting, the Lord will
sanctify you and bless you.
Furthermore, your life and
doctrine can be useful to
the Holy Spirit in demon-
strating the saving power
of the gospel to your chil-
dren. The rest we must
leave in the hands of a sov-
ereign God.

May God continually
remind all of us of our sol-
emn parental task to leave
a legacy of godly faithful-
ness to the succeeding gen-
erations.

‘Make the Gospel visible’: Kansas church gives
away $4K in free gas cards to commuters

By Michael Gryboski, Ed-
itor of the Christian Post

A Kansas congregation is
stepping beyond its walls to
meet people where they are:
at the gas pump.

University United Meth-
odist Church of Wichita re-
cently gave away 200 gas
cards to commuters, each
worth $20, in an effort to
help offset rising fuel costs
and offer a tangible expres-
sion of care to the commu-
nity.

The church hosted a
“Love at the Pump” event
on Saturday, handing out
gas cards to 200 commut-
ers, with additional support
provided through later dona-
tions.

University UMC Pastor
Yolanda White-Oliver told
The Christian Post in an
email Monday that the idea
came in response to rising
gas prices, but also from
a deeper desire to recon-

nect with people who may
feel disconnected from the
Church.

White-Oliver also want-
ed “to reach those who
may no longer believe that
the church is a reliable re-
source” and “to spread love
in our community and over-
shadow negative news, to
remind people that God is
still on the throne and that
people still care.”

In addition to distributing
gas cards, volunteers also
collected donations and pro-
vided families with $20 to
help ease the burden of fill-
ing their tanks.

Volunteers with Universi-
ty United Methodist Church
of Wichita, Kansas, handing
out gas cards to commuters
as part of their “Love at the
Pump” event on April 25,
2026.

Volunteers with Universi-
ty United Methodist Church
of Wichita, Kansas, handing

Phone: (620) 624-3859
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out gas cards to commuters
as part of their “Love at the
Pump” event on April 25,
2026. | Jessica Seacat

But for White-Oliver and
her team, the outreach was
about more than financial

assistance.
Volunteers first asked
drivers “if there was any-

thing we could pray with or
for them about,” she told CP.
“We also provided snacks
and water, as well as doggy
treats for the fur babies in
the vehicle,” she continued.
“Please note we did not col-
lect any information. There
were no strings attached.”
The University UMC pas-
tor emphasized that the heart
of the event was simply liv-
ing out the mission of the
Church in everyday spaces.
She described the out-
reach as “a means of just be-
ing the church and doing our
best to ensure that ‘no one
ever has to do life alone.””
White-Oliver said events
like Love at the Pump “make
the Gospel visible,” and that,

glimpse of what Jesus actu-
ally looks like in real life,”
she told CP.

“Jesus met people in or-
dinary places and responded
to real needs. He fed people,
healed people, and paid at-
tention to those who were
often overlooked. This kind
of moment at the pump fol-
lows that same pattern. It
says, ‘God sees you. You
matter. You are not alone.’”

White-Oliver also not-
ed that “some people will
never call a church or walk
through its doors,” so in-
stead of her church “wait-
ing” for people to show up,
“we go to them.”

“Not to pressure or per-
suade, but to love,” she
said. “When love shows up
without conditions, it builds
trust. And trust opens the
door for deeper conversa-
tions about faith, hope and
community.”

“So, in that sense, events
like this advance the Gospel
by turning belief into action.
They remind people that the

Secantlin's v for many individuals, “the church is not just a place, it
Gospel has been reduced to is a people who show up.
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By Rhon Carter

There has never been
a time like this in the
life of the church.

Every week, hun-
dreds — maybe thou-
sands — of new wor-
ship songs are released.
With platforms like
Apple Music and Spo-
tify, songs are instantly
available. Add in social
media and independent
artists, and the stream
never really stops.

What used to be a
trickle has become a
flood.

Not long ago, most
churches sang from a
hymnal. Songs were
curated, tested, and dis-
tributed through trusted
channels. If you want-
ed a new song, it came
from a publisher, and it
often stayed in rotation
for years.

Today, every worship
leader has become a cu-
rator and gatekeeper.

And that’s not a small
responsibility.

Because the songs
we choose don’t just
fill time in a service —

How Choosing Songs Disciples the Congregation

they form the theology
and discipleship of our
people.

One of the first things
we have to wrestle with
is something very prac-
tical:

Can our people ac-
tually sing the songs
we choose?

It’s easy to select
songs in keys that feel
great for a soloist or
band, but don’t sit well
for a congregation.
Rhythms can become
so complex that people
disengage.  Melodies
can stretch beyond
what an average voice
is comfortable singing.

And when that hap-
pens, participation
drops.

If the congregation
can’t sing it, they won’t
own it.

And if they don’t
own it, it won’t disciple
them.

Another tension we
navigate is familiarity.

We all love introduc-
ing new songs. There’s
energy in it. But if we
move too quickly, we

lose our people. Rep-
etition isn’t boring, it’s
discipling.

When a song be-
comes familiar, some-
thing shifts. People lift
their voices with confi-
dence. Truth begins to
settle deeper. The song
moves from the stage,
to the mind, and then to
the heart.

That’s where disci-
pleship happens.

Then there’s the
question we cannot af-
ford to ignore:

Is the song theologi-
cally sound?

Every lyric is teach-
ing something.

That’s why tools like
The Berean Test can be
so helpful, and why re-
sources like The Song
Cycle by Jon Nicol
continue to remind us
that we are not just se-
lecting songs — we are
shaping belief.

We’re not just asking,
“Is this song popular?”

We’re asking, “Is this
song true?”

And not every great
song fits every church.

That’s something we
have to remember.

Your church has a
unique voice, culture
and level of musical
ability. The goal isn’t to
replicate what another
church is doing; it’s to
faithfully shepherd the
people God has entrust-
ed to you.

That requires
cernment.

All of this leads to
a bigger reality we’re
now living in:

We are constantly be-
ing invited to consume.

New songs.

New sounds.

New releases.

But leadership re-
quires something dif-
ferent. It requires re-
straint.

Healthy worship min-
istries are not built on
constant novelty. They
are built on intentional
song curation, thinking
through a song bank
that reflects the theol-
ogy, voice and disciple-
ship pathway of your
church.

And now, we’re step-

dis-
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ping into an even newer
layer.

Al is beginning to
generate songs, lyrics
and arrangements. In
some ways, that can
be helpful. It can assist
creativity and organi-
zation. It also raises an
important question. Al
can help create songs,
but it cannot shepherd
people. That responsi-
bility still belongs to
you.

So the question be-
comes:

Will technology
shape our song choic-
es ... or will theology
and discipleship guide
them?

Years ago, the hym-
nal acted as a filter for
the church.

Today, that filter is
you. You are not just
selecting songs. You
are shaping what your
people will sing, be-
lieve, and carry with
them throughout the
week. That’s a high
calling. And it’s a sa-
cred one.

If you’re looking for
helpful planning re-
sources, download the
FREE Song Evaluation
Tool.

Rhon Carter is the
worship and music
catalyst for the Georgia
Baptist Mission Board.
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By Chuck Kirk

In the spring of 2025,
my wife and I booked
another volunteer trip to
Israel with the folks of
HaYovel. There is some-
thing wonderful about
being back in God’s
Promised Land with
these Christian Zionists.
Almost as if we were
inserted into an episode
of “The Waltons” times
three. Their love for God,
family, Israel and us vol-
unteers, was so tangible
you could almost reach
out and touch it. Psalm
102:14 comes to mind...

From GRAPES to WRATH Part1

“For your servants take
pleasure in her stones and
show favor to her dust.”

This time we would
primarily be harvesting
grapes in the vineyards
of Judea and Samaria.
These wine making
grapes are smaller than
the table grapes grown
up north in the Gali-
lee. Pinot Noir, Merlot
and Cabernet Sauvignon
were just some of the
grapes harvested. 1 ob-
served more than one
vineyard owner proudly
stating his wine was sold
in exclusive wine bou-
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“Whoever acknowledges me before men, | will also
acknowledge him before my Father in heaven.”

Matthew 10:32

tique shops worldwide.

(Say, just for laughs, if
you abstain from drink-
ing alcohol as my wife
and I do. The next time
you are at a restaurant
and your 30 something
server asks if you want
wine with your meal, tell
them you are a “teetotal-
er” and observe their re-
action. It’s priceless, but
I digress).

Day one of harvest
in the vineyard was not
only a cornucopia of
grapes clusters but of the
senses. Blonde headed
children playing with
purple stained hands and
faces as they sampled the
product. Three sisters
harvesting side by side
singing old time gospel

MIDAMERICA

Graln Handli

songs. Different accented
conversations laced with
laughter between fel-
low harvesters gathered
from all over the world.
Much to my chagrin, 1
learned a painful les-
son on the necessity of
wearing a leather glove
on the hand opposite the
one holding the pruning
shears. All in all, it was
great fun and meaningful
to be fulfilling scripture.
Isaiah 61:5b states “And
the sons of the foreigner,
shall be your plowmen
and your vinedressers.”
After snipping off a
cluster of grapes, we
placed them into baskets
which when full could be
carried to a large crate.
The crate was atop a pal-

let which could then be
moved via a forklift. One
could observe seepage of
grape juice from beneath
the pallet as the weight of
the grapes being added
to the crate would crush
the bottom clusters. The
mountains were liter-
ally dripping with “sweet
wine” as Amos wrote
prophetically, concerning
the restoration of Israel.
Every day was not lim-
ited to just grape harvest-
ing though. One day we
performed  restoration
work to a building next
to the highway of the Pa-
triarchs on Route 60 near
Bethlehem. The view
from there, was spec-
tacular as it overlooked
the ancient pools of King

MIEEVYRIGHTy
SERVICE: ING.

Design and Installation of New Grain Handling Facilities and
Expansions, Service & Repair For Existing On-The-Farm,

Commercial Elevators & Feedmills, Turn-Key Constructon

on Metal Buildings and Grain Tanks.

Solomon.

Jerusalem was the
destination on another
day where we started
our morning atop the
Mount of Olives which
overlooked the Old
City. Afterwards it was
on to the site where the
Temple had once stood.
Israeli soldiers and po-
lice guarded our group’s
perimeter as we walked
and read scripture aloud.
Some in our group
walked barefoot for we
were indeed standing on
Holy Ground. Stopping
at one point, we were
allowed to prostrate our-
selves and pray which
was somewhat unique

Continued on page 15
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N.C. teen honors Christ after finding $10K in cash

By Stephen Halley,
Baptist Press

On Good Friday,
Chick-fil-A  employee
Jaydon Cintron was fin-
ishing up his break when
he discovered something
out of the ordinary —
two envelopes lying on
the restroom floor con-
taining nearly $10,000
between them.

While many might
have felt the impulse

Wl b ..‘.;'
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Jaydon Cintron was recognized by Abide Bible Church for demonstrating his character, honor
and commitment to doing the right thing.

to keep the money, the
18-year-old Cintron
chose to demonstrate his
faith instead.

“Everyone else is say-
ing they would have just
taken the money, and I
think that’s most people’s
first instinct,” Cintron
said “The second instinct
is to just leave it there.
But with God, there is
only one instinct, to do
the right thing.”

And that’s what Cin-
tron did. Following his
convictions, Cintron
gave the envelopes to his
supervisors, who then
turned the money over to
the Kinston Police De-
partment. A few days lat-
er, the cash was returned
to its rightful owner.
Though he initially de-
clined a reward, Cintron
eventually accepted a gift
from the grateful owner.

Serving Southwest Kansas
For 40 Years

Pal ace
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Garden City, Ks. 67846

www.palacecomputers.com

620-275-7154

For the past two years,
Cintron has been a
member of Abide Bible
Church, an N.C. Baptist
church plant in Golds-
boro, N.C. Lead Pas-
tor Jamal Hyman has
watched Cintron grow
in his faith during that
time and called his ac-
tions a perfect example
of what it means to live
like Christ.

Hyman, Cintron and
another young church
member participate in
what they call “man
school,” a weekly meet-
ing where they study the
Bible, discuss biblical
and theological questions
and also focus on biblical
manhood.

“This year, we have
focused on being a ‘war-
rior,” learning how to
fight to bless others rath-
er than fight to curse oth-
ers,” Hyman said. “He is

ADVERTISE IN

FAITH o FAMLY

& Reach 1,000s of customers statewide with one ad.

showing how he is learn-
ing discipline and how to
be a warrior. He is a good
example of being a war-
rior and how to fight to
bless (others) through his
discipline.”

News of Cintron’s hon-
esty traveled fast through
Abide’s congregation of
about 20 members. Cin-
tron was also featured
in an interview with a
local television station.
On Sunday, April 12, the
church held a celebration
for Cintron.

“We’ve watched him
grow, blossom and flour-
ish into the man that
now the whole world
can see,” Hyman said.
“We’ve been watching
this for two years. It has
drawn people to want to
hear what is going on and
what we are doing.”

Allen Chambers, pas-
tor of care and coun-

(f Build brand recognition beyond your local market.

o Cost-effective advertising across Kansas.

& one message. Statewide exposure.

PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!
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seling at Abide Bible
Church, gave remarks to
the congregation during
the celebration, which
was to highlight the work
Christ had done in Cin-
tron’s life.

“(Jaydon) became kind
of a media star,” Cham-
bers chuckled, “simply
for doing what’s right
and obeying God.”

After the service,
Abide held a lunch in
Cintron’s honor to recog-
nize him for demonstrat-
ing character, honor and
commitment to doing the
right thing.

Cintron’s message to
his congregation was
simple.

“If you remember

anything from this, just
remember to have good
character ... and to make
sure that you don’t just
read the Bible but that
you actually act it out,”
he said.
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Grapes

Continued from page 13

compared to just a few
short months ago. Before
lunch, we made our way
to the Western Wall and
placed written prayers
into the cracks between
the stones. A number of
people from my com-
munity took us up on
the offer to place prayers
into the wall for them. I
found just the right spot
where a large manilla en-
velope holding numerous
written prayers, could be
folded over and placed
into an opening.

We concluded that day
with the water walk in
the dark and narrow He-
zekiah’s Tunnel. 1 was
sure glad to be wearing
my Teva sandals for the
embedded stones in the
floor. Now I know how
one of our steers feels
going through the work-
ing shoot.

My favorite day though
was being invited by one

of the staff, due to my
farmer -rancher status,
to accompany a barbwire
fencing team headed
down south to the Jordan
Valley. It seems a rancher
was in desperate need of
some new fencing. He
recently lost some cattle
when they penetrated the
old, dilapidated fence
which was 60 plus years
old. This land has an
overabundance of rocks
in the area, which ne-
cessitated the use of a
large electric hand drill
to make holes for the
steel posts to be set into.
I helped with the rolling
out of four wire strands
at a time and pounding

s (T LT L . o

metal T-posts through
the holes in the rocks.
Temperatures reach
113 degrees Fahrenheit
making dehydration a
constant concern with
frequent water breaks
mandated. While there,
we also participated in a
Swedish custom called

Wil
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“Fika “(pronounced Fee
ka.) Around mid-morn-
ing we all stopped for
a short break to enjoy
a treat. Usually, it’s a
baked good but today it
was chilled watermelon.
I don’t think I have ever
tasted a better one than
on that day! There was an
innate beauty in this area
next to where the Jordan
River flowed. The quiet
stillness of this some-
what barren wilderness

unfettered from typical
tourist sites spoke loudly
to me. And no wonder,
because in Hebrew the
word “Midbar,” which
means “wilderness” has
the same root as “Dabar”
which means “word.”
Combining the two gives
us “Medabber” which is
the word for “speaking.”
God told Moses to lead
his people into the wil-
derness where he would
speak to them. In the des-

ert there is nothing vying
for your attention. No
distractions. It’s just God
and you!

The tour’s two weeks
passed quickly. Too
quickly if the truth be
told. My wife and I
promised ourselves a re-
turn trip one day, so we
could “visit our hearts.”
You see, we left them
there on the Mount of
Blessing in the care of
HaYovel.
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FIRST-PERSON: Celebrating Psalm 139’s 100th ultrasound placement

By Rachel Wiles

Editor’s note: Rachel
Wiles is director of the Eth-
ics & Religious Liberty
Commission’s Psalm 139
Project.

What is the value of an
image? What if that image
showed what was previ-
ously unimaginable: hu-
man life growing inside the
womb?

The advent of ultrasound
technology and its ad-
vances over the years have
changed the way the public
views life. It’s nearly im-
possible to contend that a
pregnancy is just a clump
of cells when confronted
with a beating heart and
images of fingers and toes.

This is precisely why the
Psalm 139 Project began.
Through Southern Baptist

support of this initiative
over the last two decades,
many families have ex-
perienced a window into
the womb firsthand. Just
this week, we are hold-
ing a dedication service
in Elizabethtown, N.C., to
celebrate God’s faithful-
ness as we place the 100th
ultrasound machine in the
program’s  history. NC
Baptists and ERLC staff,
along with local staff and
volunteers, will gather and
pray for the ministry that
occurs there. This type of
ministry is happening all
over the country as preg-
nancy centers minister to
those in need.

The ERLC’s Psalm 139
Project has been saving
lives since the program
started in the early 2000s,
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with the first two place-
ments occurring in 2004.
Over the years, the program
has since placed machines
throughout the country for
centers that needed support
and ultrasound technology.

From the beginning, 100
percent of donations made
to the Psalm 139 Project
went to ultrasound ma-
chine placements and the
training centers needed to
operate the machines. The
same is true today.

Prayers answered
through cooperation

For the past few years,
I have been honored to di-
rect the Psalm 139 Project,
and this work has been the
joy of my career. I get to
connect with the staff of
pregnancy centers, who I
quickly learned are the he-

1 t, Scott City, KS 67871

06 E. 6th Stree

roes of the pro-life move-
ment. These clinic staff
show up day in and day out
to do ministry where life is
messy. They boldly share
about the physical life
growing within the womb
and the eternal life Christ
offers. They often meet a
woman in crisis afterhours
to provide necessary mate-
rial needs or to offer abor-
tion-pill reversal, knowing
that every moment matters.

In doing this work, there
were days when I would
find out about an urgent
need from a center and
then the next day, a do-
nor would reach out say-
ing they wanted to fund a
machine in a specific loca-
tion. The Lord saw and an-
swered these specific needs
and requests.

Many times, those
prayers were answered
through Southern Bap-
tists, proving that we can
do more together than in-
dividually. State conven-
tions caught a vision for
this work and stepped in to
joyfully help fund place-
ments in their own states
and, later, beyond their
own borders.

Some of my favorite
placements may be those
in smaller towns where the
local hospital has shuttered
labor and delivery and
where there are no practic-
ing OBGYNs. These cen-
ters are stepping into the
gap.

Combatting a culture
of death

As 1 have traveled to
pregnancy centers, some

individuals I spoke with
said, “I’'m Southern Bap-
tist and I had no idea we
placed ultrasound ma-
chines!” I started to joke
that the Psalm 139 Project
was the best-kept secret in
Southern Baptist life, but
that quickly changed be-
tween 2021-2023, when
we set a huge goal: to place
50 ultrasound machines by
the 50-year mark of the di-
sastrous Roe v. Wade deci-
sion. Word got out as we
placed more machines and
invited local pastors, asso-
ciations and state partners
to join us when we dedi-
cated these machines and
prayed over the clinic staff.

What better way was
there to combat a culture of

Continued on page 17
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Standing Firm in Truth

Key Scripture: Ephesians 6.:14 — “Stand therefore, hav-
ing your loins girt about with truth...”

Introduction

We live in a world filled with competing voices. Social
media, television, podcasts, and even some churches often
present ideas that sound spiritual but may not align with
God’s Word. As Christians, we are called not only to believe
the truth, but to stand firmly in it.

Truth is not determined by culture, popularity, or emo-
tion. Jesus said in John 17:17, “Thy word is truth.” That
means the Bible must remain our foundation, even when the
world changes around us.

Teaching

The Apostle Paul warned believers many times about
spiritual deception. In Ephesians 6, when describing the ar-
mor of God, Paul began with truth. Before the breastplate,
shield, or sword, believers were told to “gird” themselves
with truth. Why? Because without truth, the rest of the ar-
mor begins to fail.

False teaching often enters quietly. It may sound encour-
aging or loving at first, but if it contradicts Scripture, it can
slowly pull believers away from Christ. This is why discern-
ment matters. God never intended for Christians to blindly
follow every preacher, trend, or viral message. Instead, Acts
17:11 praises the Bereans because they searched the Scrip-
tures daily to test what they heard.

Standing in truth also requires courage. Sometimes truth
is unpopular. Sometimes it challenges our feelings or con-
fronts cultural ideas. But truth spoken in love is still truth.
Christians are called to remain faithful to God’s Word, even
when the world pressures them to compromise.

Application

This month, spend intentional time in Scripture. Ask
yourself:

Am I testing what I hear against the Bible?

Do I know God’s Word well enough to recognize error?

Am [ standing on truth, or simply following what feels
good?

The stronger we become in Scripture, the less vulnerable
we are to deception.

Closing Thought

In uncertain times, God’s truth remains unchanging. Cul-
tures shift, opinions change, and popular teachings come
and go — but the Word of God stands forever.

Prayer

Lord, help us to stand firmly in Your truth. Give us dis-
cernment to recognize error and wisdom to remain faithful
to Your Word. Strengthen our hearts to follow You boldly,
even when it is difficult. Let our lives reflect both truth and
love. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Ultrasound

Continued from page 16

death than to place dozens
of life-saving machines in
the hands of trained staff
who could show women
the life they were carrying?

Two miraculous things
happened in those two
years. One, we placed more
than 50 machines before
the 50-year mark in Janu-
ary of 2023 and two, Roe
went to the trash heap of
history through the Dobbs
v. Jackson Women’s Health
Organization decision.

Saving lives across
state lines

But as we would soon
find out, abortion remained,
and numbers actually in-
creased in some states. As
we talked to centers across
the country, we heard dif-
ferent realities from cen-
ters in pro-life states than
those that served in pro-
choice states. Both were
meeting families where
they were and providing
incredible services as well
as gospel hope, but those
in pro-choice states were
doing so under increasing
restrictions and with less
financial and church sup-

Te——
YOU ARE

LOVED
MORE
THAN
YOU WILL
EVER
KNOW

by someone who
died to know you.

Ramaks 1:8

ort.
Knowing that South-
ern Baptists are not just a
pro-life people, but a mis-
sionally minded people,
we launched Across State
Lines, an emphasis of the
Psalm 139 Project that spe-
cifically funds ultrasound
machines in states where
few, if any, protections
exist for the wvulnerable
preborn and where many
travel to receive abortions.
Looking back over the
arc of the Psalm 139 Proj-
ect, what’s the legacy of
100 machines? We will
never truly know this side
of heaven, but I am confi-
dent that, because of this
project, there are people
walking around today who
would not have been born.
Beyond that, families have
come to Christ and genera-
tions beyond them will be
forever changed through
the power of the Gospel.
To God be the glory,
great things He has done!
To learn more about the
life-saving work of the
Psalm 139 Project and part-
ner with us to place more
life-saving ultrasound ma-
chines, visit psalm139pro-
ject.org.
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By Van Yandell

Matthew 4: 18-20
“And Jesus, walking by
the sea of Galilee, saw
two brethren, Simon
called Peter, and An-
drew his brother, cast-
ing a net into the sea: for
they were fishers. And
he saith unto them, ‘Fol-
low me, and I will make
you fishers of men.” And
they straightway left
their nets and followed
him.”

“He’s like a fish out of
water!” That’s a saying
we’ve heard describing
a person that was out of
place and at times, obvi-
ously so.

Fish need water but so
do humans. The earth’s
surface is seventy-one
percent covered with
water. That water makes
us the blue planet which
is a color at times as-
sociated with life. We
are told to drink certain

A Dehydrated Fish

amounts of water every
day.

The National Acade-
my of Science tells us to
drink 3.7 liters of water
per day for men; that’s
about one gallon. Wom-
en are advised to drink
about 2.7 liters. Margie
said I should drink eight
glasses of water each
day. I said “Fine, what’s
the smallest glass we
have?”

A urologist once told
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me to drink water with
lemon every day for kid-
ney health. I took that
advice and have had no
kidney problems since.
I’'m told kidney stone
pain is equivalent to
childbirth. If that were
true, the world popula-
tion would probably be
much less than eight bil-
lion!

The plant life in the
oceans produces over
half of the earth’s oxy-
gen. Some estimate that
number may be as high
as eighty percent. Defi-
nitions and descriptions
vary as to exactly what
seaweed includes. Phy-
toplankton, kelp, and al-
gal plankton are usually
included and produce
tremendous amounts of
our oxygen.

Scuba-diving off the
Florida Keys, I noticed
the tremendous amount
of plant life under the
surface. Coral appears
as a rock-like material,
but it is actually alive.

When shrimping on
Mosquito Lagoon by the
Kennedy Space Center,
our underwater lights
became constantly en-
tangled with seaweed.
Plant life under the seas,
considering the salinity
of the water, is surpris-
ing but is there in abun-
dance.

We know the earth’s
atmospheric movements
circulate the produced
oxygen, making it pos-
sible for us to breathe
anywhere on the earth
(Ecclesiastes 1: 6).

God had the essen-
tial components for the
production of life at cre-
ation (Genesis 1: 1-3).
A combining of carbon-
based matter (the earth),
light and water result in
the production of chlo-
rophyll from which a
by-product is oxygen.

God not only is the
first and greatest recy-
cler (Ecclesiastes 1: 7),
He is also the Great Re-
ciprocator. Humans and

other animals breathe in
oxygen and exhale car-
bon dioxide. Plant life
uses the carbon to pro-
duce more oxygen.

Any way we carve this
up, water is essential for
life on earth. A “fish out
of water” is a cliché re-
ferring to someone feel-
ing awkward, uncom-
fortable or struggling.
Eventually that fish will
succumb to its lack of
oxygen. Gills were not
designed to function out
of water.

Anyone that has ever
wet a line (fished), has
seen a fish out of water.
They flop around, strug-
gling to survive. Life be-
comes unbearable with
their inability to breathe
and swim. Eventually,
death overcomes them.

A dehydrated fish and
a spiritually dehydrated
Christian are somewhat
similar. Jesus gave us
(by one source) over

Continued on page 20
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Spiritual matters missing from many churchgoers’ conversations

Many churchgoers seemingly aren’t open about their faith with those

around them

Among US. Profestanf churchgoers

*| dan't think avervone | am
ccquainted with needs to know |
am o follower of Christ

*Many peaple who know me are
not awars | am a Christian”

1 am hasitant 1o let non-Christians
kmow that | am a Christian”

Lifeway research

LidwevayRisararch com

By Aaron Earls

While some Americans
show up to church on Sun-
day morning, those in their
lives Monday through
Saturday may never hear
about it.

Lifeway Research’s
State of Discipleship re-
vealed many U.S. Prot-
estant churchgoers don’t
see their faith as pervasive
throughout their lives and
aren’t concerned if others
know about it.

Living unashamed is the
last of eight signposts that
measure characteristics ev-
ident in believers who are
progressing in spiritual ma-
turity. The average church-
goer scored one of the low-
est scores in this category,
61.0, ranking it seventh.

“Ideally, a Christian
would be talking about
their relationship with Je-
sus Christ, not as some-
thing they have to say, but
as an overflow of their love
for Him and His impact on
their lives. The honesty of
churchgoers about gaps in
living unashamed reveals
large numbers have room

Agree Meither
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for growth in this impor-
tant aspect of discipleship,”
said Scott McConnell, ex-
ecutive director of Lifeway
Research.
Letting others know
Around 1 in 6 U.S. Prot-
estant churchgoers (17 per-
cent) say they are hesitant
to let non-Christians know
they are a Christian, includ-
ing 5 percent who strongly
agree. Two in 3 (65 per-
cent) disagree, including
39 percent who strongly
disagree, while 17 percent
neither agree nor disagree.
Even more say many
people in their lives don’t
know about their beliefs,
and the number is growing.
Today, 30 percent agree
many people who know
them are not aware they’re
a Christian. Around half
(53 percent) say that’s not
the case, including 27 per-
cent who strongly say so,
and 17 percent aren’t sure.
In a 2013 Lifeway Re-
search study, 14 percent
of churchgoers said many
people who knew them
weren’t aware they were a
Christian. That climbed to

Disagree

STATE of
DISCIPLESHIP

20 percent in a 2019 Life-
way Research study, before
reaching 30 percent today.

People may not be aware
of the churchgoers’ faith
because many churchgoers
don’t think it’s necessary
for others to know. A third
(33 percent) say they don’t
think everyone they are
acquainted with needs to
know they are a follower of
Jesus, including 11 percent
who strongly agree. Less
than half (47 percent) dis-
agree, including 26 percent
who do so strongly, and 20
percent aren’t sure.

“It can be very easy
to compartmentalize
our lives. We have work
friends, neighborhood

friends, church friends
and friends we meet up
with for fun who may not
overlap,” said McConnell.
“The discipleship question
is whether Jesus Christ is
in all of these parts of our
lives as part of our core
identity as a follower of
Christ.”

Many churchgoers aren’t
even regularly talking
about their faith with fellow

believers. More than 2 in 5
(42 percent) say spiritual
matters don’t tend to come
up as a normal part of their
daily conversations with
other Christians, includ-
ing 1 in 7 (14 percent) who
strongly agree. Around a
third (35 percent) disagree,
and almost a quarter (23
percent) aren’t sure.

Just as some churchgo-
ers are becoming less open
about their faith with non-
Christians, some are also
growing less likely to talk
about their faith with other
Christians. In 2013, 29 per-
cent said spiritual matters
don’t tend to come up as a
normal part of their daily
conversations with other
Christians. By 2019, the
percentage had increased
to 35 percent and now 42
percent in the most recent
study.

Impact of faith

While some churchgo-
ers aren’t talking about
their faith, they may also
not be allowing their faith
to shape them privately and
publicly.

Almost a third of U.S.
Protestant churchgoers say

*Hot Spring
Spas
*Artesian
Spas

*Custom

Pools

they are generally a differ-
ent person in public than
they are in private, includ-
ing 1 in 10 (11 percent)
who strongly agree. Half
(51 percent) disagree, in-
cluding 29 percent who
strongly do so, and 17 per-
cent neither agree nor dis-
agree.

Additionally, 1 in 5 (21
percent) say many as-
pects of who they are have
nothing to do with God,
including 7 percent who
strongly agree. Three in 5
(61 percent) disagree, in-
cluding more than 1 in 3
(36 percent) who strongly
disagree, while 18 percent
aren’t sure.

Compared to a few years
ago, churchgoers today are
more likely to see some
areas of their identity as
divorced from their faith
(21 percent vs. 16 percent
in 2019).

“Living unashamed is
an indication of spiritual
integrity. What you think
about your relationship
with God should be evident
in the substance of your
relationships with other
churchgoers and be present

Dodge City

in your interactions with

non-Christians,” McCon-
nell said.
For more information,

view the complete report
and visit LifewayResearch.
com/Discipleship.

Methodology

The online survey of
2,130 Protestant churchgo-
ers was conducted March
19-26, 2025, using a na-
tional pre-recruited panel.
Respondents were screened
to include those who iden-
tified as Protestant/non-
denominational and attend
religious services at least
once a month. Respondents
could complete the survey
in English or Spanish. Quo-
tas and slight weights were
used to balance gender,
age, region, ethnicity, edu-
cation and denominational
affiliation. The completed
sample is 2,130 surveys.
The sample provides 95
percent confidence that the
sampling error from the
panel does not exceed plus
or minus 2.21 percent. This
margin of error accounts
for the effect of weighting.
Margins of error are higher
in sub-groups.
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1000 commandments.
We are New Testament
Christians yet we at
times place more em-
phasis on the Old Tes-
tament Ten Command-
ments (Exodus 20).

Christians are promot-
ing the reinstatement of
the Ten Commandments
in classrooms, public
buildings and in park
areas. While this is well
and good, let’s not for-
get about the other man-
dates Jesus gave us.

Matthew 22: 36-38
“Master, which is the
great commandment in
the law? Jesus said unto
him, Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all
thy heart, and with all
thy soul, and with all thy
mind. This is the first
and great command-
ment.”

This is directly tied
to the first Command-
ment in the Old Testa-

ment (Exodus 20: 3-5).
How many of us have
priorities in our lives
other than studying our
Bibles or spending time
with God in prayer and
meditation?

Yes, we are those de-
hydrated fish! Is it time
to re-evaluate our lives
and more specifical-
ly, our priorities? The
church is obviously fail-
ing to evangelize, and
the world is suffering
because of that failure.

If the Apostle Paul
were alive today, the
American church would
receive a letter! If John
were writing Revela-
tion chapters two and
three today there would
be eight churches of the
Revelation rather than
seven.

We are facing a situ-
ation in our world in
which the negligence of
the church has become
apparent and shows on
a monumental scale.
Without the teachings/
commandments of God

in the Old and New Tes-
taments, our world will
continue to degrade into
a state of danger, fear
and chaos.

When the world does
not understand and
value the differences
in right and wrong, hu-
manity deteriorates into
a state of inhumanity.

Mao Zedong said,
“A guerrilla must move
amongst the people as a
fish swims in the sea.” A
guerrilla is a fighter. We
cannot become soldiers
for the cross by remain-
ing in our comfort zones
with the attitude “Let
someone else tell the
world about Jesus.”

The last words spo-
ken by Jesus before He
ascended were Acts 1: 8
“Ye shall receive power,
after that the Holy Ghost
is come upon you: and
ye shall be witnesses
unto me both in Jerusa-
lem, and in all Judaea,
and in Samaria, and unto
the uttermost part of the
earth.”

We have no excuse!
The uttermost part is
no longer the other side
of the world; it is here.
We have the financial
resources, the technol-
ogy and the people.
This societal condition
has reached a state of
urgency. We are seeing
and reading in the news
every day of man’s evil
tendencies. How long
can this last?

The Bible teaches
there is only one eter-
nal salvation. That is
by a faith-based belief
(Ephesians 2: 8) that
Christ Jesus was cruci-
fied (Matthew 27: 35)
for the remission of sin
(Romans 4: 25), resur-
rected (Matthew 28: 6)
and ascended alive into
Heaven (Acts 1: 9).

Van Yandell is a re-
tired Industrial Arts
teacher, an ordained
gospel evangelist and
missionary, from Fredo-
nia, Kentucky. His email
is vmy3451(@gmail.
com

Bible Trivia

Q: What were men trying to do at the Tower of
Babel?

Answer
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By Adam Dooley

A shocking act on a
dark New York highway
once left a nation de-
manding justice, but what
followed told a far deeper
story about the power of
love and forgiveness. In
2004, Victoria Ruvolo
drove through freezing
rain when a group of
teenagers hurled a frozen
turkey through her wind-
shield. The impact shat-
tered her face and nearly
ended her life, leading
to hours of surgery and
a long, painful recovery.
Yet what happened in the
courtroom months later
stunned far more people
than the crime itself.

When the young man
responsible, Ryan Cush-
ing, stood before her, the
world expected anger
and vengeance. Instead,
Ruvolo asked the court
for leniency. She em-
braced her attacker, whis-
pered forgiveness, and

expressed hope for his
future. Observers sat in

FIRST-PERSON: Jesus’ most difficult command

silence, witnessing what
many called a “moment
of grace.” The entire
scene powerfully echoed
the words of Jesus: “Love
your enemies and pray
for those who persecute
you” (Matthew 5:44).
Such love feels unnatu-
ral because it runs coun-
ter to how most people
choose to live. We tend to
love those who love us,
support those who sup-
port us, and avoid or even
resent those who hurt us.
Though these patterns
seem logical, even fair,
Jesus challenged them di-
rectly. “If you love those
who love you,” He insist-
ed, “what reward do you
have?” (Matthew 5:46).
His words expose how
self-serving expressions
of love can sometimes be.
Stepping outside of
what is comfortable and
convenient, however, is
where the greatest acts of
compassion reside. Lov-
ing your enemies — those
who oppose, offend, or

wound you — requires
something deeper than
human nature or instinct
allows. Only by delib-
erately choosing to act
against our impulses can
we heed our Savior’s in-
structions to do good to
those who hate us (Luke
6:27). Doing so does
not excuse wrongdoing,
though it often feels oth-
erwise. Yet, mature be-
lievers must refuse to let
hatred determine our re-
sponses to others.

How does this play out
in real life? It means ex-
tending kindness to a co-
worker who undermined
you or showing patience
toward a neighbor who
treated you with con-
tempt. Scripture repeat-
edly reinforces practical
kindness with no strings
attached. The Apostle
Paul instructed, “If your
enemy is hungry, feed
him; if he is thirsty, give
him something to drink”
(Romans 12:20). Actions
like these move love be-
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yond the theoretical into
reality.

Living with radical de-
votion to others does not
come easy. Thankfully,
God graciously embod-
ies and empowers every
principle of faith He es-
tablishes. Stated differ-
ently, the Lord faithfully
and compassionately
shows love to His en-
emies before challenging
us to do the same. Need
proof? He causes His sun
to rise on the evil and the
good while also sending
rain for both the righ-
teous and unrighteous
(Matthew 5:45).

Even more powerful,
though, is the fact that
God demonstrates His
love toward us in that
while we were yet sin-
ners, Christ Jesus died
for us (Romans 5:8).
Long before we sought
the Lord in any way, He
chose to love us. In fact,
we only love Him, be-
cause He first loved us (1
John 4:19).

These truths revolu-
tionize how followers of
Jeus understand godly
love. When we grasp the
depth of God’s grace to-
ward us despite our fail-
ures, it changes how we
see others. For the sanc-
tified, love becomes less
about evaluating worthi-
ness and more about re-
flecting God’s character.
Loving others well is
our greatest opportunity
to display the family re-
semblance of those who
belong to Him.

Still, ideas that are
easy to understand are
not always simple when
it comes to living. Emo-
tions often refuse to co-
operate, especially when
wounds run deep. Yet, in
this context, the key is
increasing our commit-
ment in order to break
free from the bondage of
our feelings. Prayer must
be foundational to our ef-
forts (Matthew 5:44Db).
The goal is overcoming
evil with good, rather

RROWHEAD
WEST Inc.

than vice versa (Romans
12:21). Like a muscle
that grows stronger with
exercise, small efforts
will increase our capac-
ity to love well over time.
Slowly, our hearts can

change.
Ultimately, godly love
proves its  substance

through action. It seeks
good for others, even
when they have done
harm. It prays, forgives,
and moves toward recon-
ciliation whenever pos-
sible. Jesus summarized
this calling with a chal-
lenging command to be
perfect, or holy, even as
our Father in heaven is
perfect (Matthew 5:48).
Despite our tendency to
fall short, God’s desire is
that we love others per-
fectly, even as He loves
us.

ABOUT THE AU-
THOR

Adam Dooley is pas-
tor of Englewood Baptist
Church in Jackson, Tenn.
He writes at adamdooley.
org.
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By John MacArthur,
Grace to You

As Christians we
must understand that
whatever opposes
God’s Word or departs
from it in any way is
a danger to the very
cause of truth. Passiv-
ity toward known er-
ror is not an option for
the Christian. Staunch
intolerance of error is
built into the very fab-
ric of Scripture. And
tolerance of known
error is anything but a

virtue.
Jesus clearly and
unashamedly af-

firmed the utter ex-
clusivity of Christian-
ity. He said, “I am the
way, the truth, and the
life. No one comes
to the Father except
through Me” (John
14:6). “Nor is there
salvation in any other,
for there is no other
name under heaven
given among men by
which we must be
saved” (Acts 4:12).

Obviously, that sort
of exclusivity is fun-
damentally incompat-
ible with post-modern
tolerance.

Truth and error can-
not be combined to
yield something bene-
ficial. Truth and error
are as incompatible
as light and darkness.
“What fellowship has
righteousness  with
lawlessness? And
what communion has
light with darkness?
And what accord has
Christ with Belial? Or
what part has a believ-
er with an unbeliever?
And what agreement
has the temple of God
with idols?” (2 Corin-
thians 6:14-16).

We can’t tell the
world, “This is truth,
but whatever you
want to believe is
fine, too. It’s not fine.
Scripture commands
us to be intolerant of
any idea that denies
the truth.

Lest anyone mis-
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Error Intolerant

understand, I’'m not
defending  dogma-
tism on any and ev-
ery theological issue.
Some things in Scrip-
ture are not perfectly
clear. But the central
teachings of Scripture
(in particular, those
things related to the
way of salvation) are
so simple and so clear
that even a child can
understand.

Those things which
are necessary to be
known, believed, and
observed, for salva-
tion, are so clearly
propounded and
opened in some place
of Scripture or oth-
er, that not only the
learned, but the un-

-

learned, in a due use
of ordinary means,
may attain unto a suf-
ficient understanding
of them. (Westminster
Confession, 1:7).

All the truth that
is necessary for our
salvation can be eas-
ily understood in a
true way by anyone
who applies common
sense and due dili-
gence in seeking to
understand what the
Bible teaches. And

that truth—the core
message of Scrip-
ture—is  incompat-

ible with every other
system of belief. We
ought to be dogmatic
about it.

No wonder post-
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modernism,  which
prides itself on being
tolerant of every com-
peting worldview, is
nonetheless hostile to
biblical Christianity.
Even the most deter-
mined post-modernist
recognizes that bibli-
cal Christianity by its
very nature is totally
incompatible with a
position of uncritical
broad-mindedness. If
we accept the fact that
Scripture is the ob-
jective, authoritative
truth of God, we are
bound to see that ev-
ery other view is not
equally or potentially
valid.

There is no need to
seek middle ground

through dialogue with
proponents of anti-
Christian worldviews,
as if the truth could
be refined by the dia-
lectical method. It is
folly to think truth
given by divine reve-
lation needs any refin-
ing or updating. Nor
should we imagine
that we can meet op-
posing worldviews on
some philosophically
neutral ground. The
ground between us is
not neutral. If we re-
ally believe the Word
of God is true, we
know that everything
opposing it is error.
And we are to yield
no ground whatsoever
to error.

Children, always obey your
parents, for this pleases the
Lord. Fathers, do not aggravate
' your children, or they will
become discouraged.
- Colossians 4:20-21.
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Election

Continued from page 5

one-third of the House’s
435 districts — and 122
of those seats are held
by Democrats, more than
half of their total number
(212)!

But no more, for “the
Supremes” have ruled
that such abuse violates
the “equal protection”
clause of the Constitu-
tion (that’s Amendment
14, Section 1). As Jus-
tice Alito correctly ob-
served,” Section 2 of the
Voting Rights Act...was
designed to enforce the
Constitution, not collide
with it.” NO political
party can use the Voting
Rights Act to DISCRIM-
INATE on the basis of
race, no matter what
race we’re talking about.
Sound like equal rights?
You bet! The effect of
the ruling will force states

with race-based districts
to redraw them. (Loui-
siana’s was the worst, a
real salad-shooter of a
district!) The DOJ has
warned that it will vigor-
ously enforce the Court’s
ruling in all 50 states, not
waiting for private citi-
zens to sue. Their vigi-
lance is justified, for 88%
of likely U.S. voters say
that malicious tinkering
with redistricting is a se-
rious problem!

However, some warn
this ruling, if enforced,
may reduce the Democrat
Party to insignificance. 1
doubt that, for it’s their
own growing RADI-
CALISM that’s harming
them the most, and some
leading Democrat voices
agree (Sen. John Fetter-
man, former Rep. Barney
Frank, even Team Obama
vets like Rahm Em-
manuel and re-election
manager Jim Messina)!
While we’re still months

away from full redis-
tricting of all 435, some
pundits estimate that a
gain of 6 Democrat and
18 GOP House seats will
be the result. (I believe
higher estimates of GOP
gains, such as +27 seats,
is too optimistic.) Cur-
rently, the states which
have approved or are re-
viewing their districts are
AL, FL, LA, SC, TN, MS
and TX. Two (VA and
CA) are stuck in limbo,
and the rest need to get
moving on it. If enough
blue states choose to
fight our DOJ in court,
the November election
may even be threatened
— but I suspect some very
high-level state election
officials may be arrested
and jailed to force com-
pliance before that hap-
pens. America wants its
politicians to WORK, not
play a game of political
chicken!

Some hopeful signs in-

dicate that “woke” elec-
tion officials are realizing
their own legal jeopar-
dy: in my home state of
Michigan, possibly the
largest cesspool of elec-
tion fraud ever, Secretary
of State Jocelyn Benson
has relented her “voter
roll name freeze” of 20
years which conflicted
with Federal law, and un-
der legal pressure from
the State Court of Ap-
peals and the Michigan
Fair Elections Institute
(MFEI) has FINALLY
removed over 213K long-
dormant voter registra-
tions from the state Qual-
ified Voter File (QVF).
The names should have
been deleted after six in-
active voting years, but
they weren’t because it’s
so handy to attach bogus
ballots to them. Continu-
al monitoring of the QVF
is required, for more than
345K suspicious inactive
registrations remain! And

then in Detroit, an au-
dit by another anti-fraud
group, “Check My Vote,”
revealed that from 51 tax-
payer-subsidized housing
addresses, a whopping
12.4% of absentee 2020
election ballots lacked
the official signed return
envelope required by
Michigan law in order
to be counted! So what
happened to all the miss-
ing envelopes and who
counted the votes, be-
cause bypassing this re-
quirement is a FELONY
punishable by 5 years in
prison plus a fine. Oh, by
the way, Jocelyn Benson
was also admonished by a
judge in 2020 for mailing
out 7.7 MILLION unso-
licited voter applications
without proper approval.
She also directed local
clerks to ignore signature
verification. No wonder
she got a prize (the Presi-
dential Citizens’ Medal)
from the Biden Crime

Family in 2023!

In New lJersey, Hen-
rilynn Ibezim, a former
Democratic mayoral
candidate, pleaded guilty
to forging nearly 1,000
voter registration appli-
cations during the 2021
Democratic primary. De-
spite his efforts (he was
ironically running on the
“Unity Party” ticket!), he
received only 103 votes
in the primary. God’s
Word is clear, and the
Book of Proverbs applies
to EVERYONE, whether
God-fearing or not: “A
malicious man disguises
himself with his lips, but
in his heart he harbors de-
ceit. Though his speech is
charming, do not believe
him, for seven abomina-
tions [see Prov. 6:16-19!]
fill his heart. His mal-
ice may be concealed by
deception, but his wick-
edness will be exposed
in the assembly” (Prov.
26:24-26). Amen!

Grace Community Church

l 500 W. Ross Blvd.

Dodge City, KS
(620) 225-5033

‘We welcome you Pastor Kirk Larson
to come and Associate Nathan Davis
discover God's www.graceccdodge.org
Grace. araceccdodge@gmail . com
SUNDAY

0:30 a.m. Biblical Training forall ages
10:30 a.m. Morniug Wors}lip
(Nurserq and Children's Church ﬂvailable)
5:00-6:30 p.m. High School Youth
WEDNESDAY
6:50 p.m. Prayer meeting
6:50-8:00 pm. Middle School Youth group
700 p.m. Bible Study

He who has
the Son, has life.
1 John 5:12

SUNDAY SERVICES

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

of Dodge City

8:15 AM

9:30 AM
Nursery and childcare available during 9:30 and 11 services

11:00 AM

Or Join us ONLINE Every Sunday
anytime after 8:15 a.m.

For UP TO DATE Changes
check our Website www.fccdc.com
or our Facebook page

LIFE GROUPS

ADULTS| MEET WEEKLY

SERVE THE

620.227.8686 -

Contact the office for more information
LOVE GOD. LOVE OTHERS.

711 5th Ave - Dodge

WORLD.

City - KS 67801
fccde.com

Bucklin Bible Fellowship Church
204 South Main St.
620-826-3564

Bucklin, KS

Reaching People with God's love through His word

Sunday School (adults & children)......9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service................... 10:45 a.m.




KANSAS FAITH AND FAMILY

JUNE 2026, PAGE 24

Kansas Legislature completes override of Gov. Laura Kelly’s veto of two
abortion bills

Bills alter information source for patients, make it easier to win lawsuits against clinics

a |

Rep. Heather Meyer, D-Overland Park, appears April 9, 2026,
on the House floor. She objected to the override of two abortion-
related bills vetoed by Gov. Laura Kelly. (Photo by Sherman
Smith/Kansas Reflector)

By Tim Carpenter, Kan-
sas Reflector

The Kansas Legislature
completed Thursday the
process of assembling two-
thirds majorities to over-
ride Gov. Laura Kelly’s

veto of a pair of abortion
regulation bills.

The House voted 87-36
and the Senate responded
31-8 to pass House Bill
2729 into law. It requires
the Kansas Department of
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Health and Environment
assume responsibility for
producing  standardized
consent forms for individu-
als seeking to end a preg-
nancy.

Under the bill, documen-
tation presented to women
would include information
on fetal development, risks
of abortion and alternatives
to the procedure. Con-
troversially,  information
handed to women would
include the discredited idea
that a medication abortion
could be “reversed.”

Members of the House
and Senate, by the same
margins, voted to override
Kelly’s veto of House Bill
2727, which would allow
plaintiffs alleging violation
of informed consent laws
tied to abortions to file law-
suits without first working

through a medical mal-
practice board. Plaintiffs
could sidestep the review
board on condition claims
were limited to $5,000 in
damages as well as attor-
ney fees and reimburse-
ment for medical costs.
There was no back-and-
forth debate in the House
about the overrides, but
Rep. Heather Meyer, D-
Overland Park, said the
bills could lead to addition-
al litigation challenging the
state’s abortion statutes.
Meyer said the bills were
in conflict with the August
2022 statewide vote to re-
ject an amendment to the
Kansas Constitution that
would have made it easi-
er to regulate or prohibit
abortion Kansas. In that
vote, Kansans refused to
nullify a Kansas Supreme

Court decision that found
the reference to “bodily au-
tonomy” in the state’s Bill
of Rights established an
individual’s  fundamental
right to end a pregnancy.

“We need to respect
peoples’ right to make their
own medical decisions and
provide them with accurate
medical advice and knowl-
edge,” Meyer said.

Sen. Mike Thompson,
R-Shawnee, told sena-
tors the bills made certain
women considering an
abortion received uniform
messages from KDHE and
had a less-onerous path
with lawsuits associated
with allegations a clinic or
physician failed to abide by
informed consent law.

In her veto message on
HB 2729, Kelly said she
was concerned the Legisla-

ture would require KDHE
to put its name and cred-
ibility behind inaccurate
guidance regarding abor-
tion.

“This bill requires the
state to put false medical
information out that has
no scientific basis and only
serves to mislead women,”
she said.

The governor’s veto
message on HB 2727 re-
newed her objection to the
state’s intrusion into lives
of women by tipping the
scales on lawsuits related
to informed consent.

“This bill is another at-
tempt by politicians to in-
volve themselves in these
private decisions, this time
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