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“WHEN ANXIETY WAS GREAT WITHIN ME, YOUR CONSOLATION BROUGHT JOY TO MY SOUL.” PSALM 94:19

Flint Hills Praisefest Celebrates 15 Years with Weekend of Worship and Service

By Faith BroKar

Flint Hills Praisefest
will celebrate its 15th
anniversary September
24-27 at CiCo Park in
Manhattan, bringing
Christians together for
several days of music,
worship, service and
fellowship.

Described by orga-
nizers as the largest
free Christian mu-
sic festival in Kansas,
Praisefest ~ welcomes
churches and visitors
from across the Flint
Hills and beyond. The
festival is built around
three guiding princi-
ples: worship, commu-
nity and generosity.

This year’s theme is
“Bold Hope,” inspired
by 2 Corinthians 3:12:
“Therefore, since we
have such a hope, we
are very bold.”

“In a world that
needs hope more than
ever, we believe God is
calling us to live with
bold faith and bold
hope—together,” orga-

nizers shared.
Christian recording
artist Megan Woods

Megan Woods

will headline the festi-
val Saturday, Septem-
ber 26. Woods has be-
come known for songs
including “The Truth”
and “God of the Im-
possible,” which carry
messages of identity in
Christ, faith and hope.
The Saturday festi-
val will feature three
stages with Christian
recording artists, re-
gional performers, lo-
cal worship teams and
acoustic musicians.
Music on the Thri-
vent/KJIL Stage will
begin at noon with
Relevant Church, fol-

lowed by Bill Horn at
12:45 p.m., Next Era
at 1:30 p.m., Jimmie
Bratcher at 2:15 p.m.,
Refined Worship at
3:15 p.m., Eric Brown
at 4:15 p.m. and Justin
Aaron at 5:15 p.m.

Aaron, a native of
Junction City, gained
national attention as
a contestant on Sea-
son 22 of NBC’s “The
Voice,” where he ad-
vanced to the Top 8.

The Angel 95 Acous-
tic Stage will feature
Tammy Barrett at 1
p-m., Ken Savy at 2
p.m., Brian Elder at 3
p.m., Keepers of the
Garden at 4 p.m. and
Kelly Alayna at 5 p.m.

Barrett is a contem-
porary Christian and
gospel  singer-song-
writer from Andover
who serves in the mu-
sic ministry at Morn-
ingStar ~ Community
Church. She has writ-
ten and performed
more than 60 original
songs.

Elder is a Christian
recording artist and
songwriter whose per-
sonal struggle with
depression and anxi-
ety ultimately led him
back to music and a
deeper sense of pur-
pose. His songs com-
bine elements of rock
and country while re-
minding listeners that
they are not alone and
that hope can be found
in Jesus.

The main Praise-
fest Stage will feature
Presence Worship at
6:30 p.m., followed by
Woods at 7:45 p.m.

The weekend will of-
fer more than music.
Praisefest’s Global Im-
pact Event will once
again partner with
Feed My Starving Chil-
dren for a large-scale
meal-packing project.
Volunteer packing ses-
sions are planned Sep-
tember 23-26, with a
goal of preparing more
than 105,000 meals for
children around the

world.

In 2025, 513 volun-
teers packed 116,640
meals—enough to feed
319 children for an en-
tire year. Those meals
were sent to Honduras.
Organizers are work-
ing toward a long-term
goal of packing 1 mil-
lion meals through the
ministry partnership.

Activities Saturday
will begin with the
Praisefest 5K at 8 a.m.
Participants may run,
walk or attend to sup-
port the runners before
returning for the day’s
music and family ac-
tivities.

The anniversary cel-
ebration will conclude
Sunday with Praisefest
Community  Church,
bringing believers
from different congre-
gations together for a
community  worship
service.

Praisefest’s featured
ministry partners for
2026 and 2027 are Bro-
ken Wing Ranch Min-

istries and Peace-Full
Pantry. A portion of
donations received by
Praisefest will support
the two organizations,
which will also be
highlighted during the
festival.

Food, children’s ac-
tivities and other fam-
ily-friendly attractions
will be available dur-
ing Saturday’s festival.
Admission to the mu-
sic festival is free.

Additional informa-
tion, volunteer oppor-
tunities and event up-
dates are available at
www.praisefest.org.

Justin Aaron
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Misunderstood Scriptures: ‘“Touch Not Mine Anointed”

By Faith BroKar

“Touch not mine anoint-
ed, and do my prophets no
harm.” — Psalm 105:15

The phrase “Touch not
mine anointed” is some-
times used to warn Chris-
tians against questioning,
criticizing or confronting
a pastor or ministry lead-
er. Under this interpre-
tation, disagreeing with
a leader, or examining
whether his teaching is
biblical, is treated as an
attack against someone
specially protected by
God.

But is that what this
verse actually means?

Psalm 105 recounts
God’s faithfulness to
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob
and their descendants.
The psalm describes a
time when they were
few in number and trav-

eled from one nation to
another. Although they
were vulnerable strang-
ers, God protected them:

“He suffered no man to
do them wrong: yea, he
reproved kings for their
sakes; Saying, Touch not
mine anointed, and do
my prophets no harm”
(Psalm 105:14-15).

The same words appear
in 1 Chronicles 16:22.

In context, “touch” re-
fers to physically harm-
ing or oppressing God’s
chosen people. The pas-
sage is not a command
forbidding ~ Christians
from evaluating the con-
duct or teaching of reli-
gious leaders. It certainly
does not give pastors im-
munity from correction
or accountability.

David and Saul

This phrase is also fre-

quently connected with
David’s refusal to Kkill

King Saul.

Saul was pursuing
David and repeatedly
attempting to kill him.
Nevertheless, when
David had an oppor-
tunity to take Saul’s

life, he refused, saying,
“The LORD forbid that I
should do this thing unto
my master, the LORD’S
anointed, to stretch forth
mine hand against him”
(1 Samuel 24:6).

David would not seize
the throne through mur-
der. He trusted God to
remove Saul in His own
time.

However, David’s re-
spect for Saul’s God-ap-
pointed position did not
prevent him from recog-
nizing Saul's wrongdo-
ing. David openly con-

fronted Saul about his
unjust pursuit and dem-
onstrated that he had

done nothing deserving
death.

Refusing to  harm
someone is not the same
as refusing to acknowl-
edge sin.

Scripture Requires
Discernment

The New Testament re-
peatedly instructs believ-
ers to examine teaching

carefully.
The Bereans were
commended because

they searched the Scrip-
tures daily to determine
whether Paul’s teaching
was true (Acts 17:11).
Paul instructed Chris-
tians to “prove all things;
hold fast that which is
good” (1 Thessalonians
5:21). John warned be-
lievers not to accept ev-
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ery spiritual claim auto-
matically, but to “try the
spirits whether they are
of God” (1 John 4:1).
Even prominent church
leaders were not beyond
correction. In Galatians 2,
Paul publicly confronted
Peter because Peter’s be-
havior was inconsistent
with the truth of the gos-
pel.
If “Touch not mine
anointed” meant that
spiritual leaders could
never be questioned, Paul
would have been guilty
of violating that com-
mand. Instead, Scripture
records the confrontation
because truth mattered
more than protecting a
leader’s reputation.

Accountability Is Not
an Attack

This does not mean
Christians are free to
spread rumors, make
careless accusations or
disrespect pastors.

First Timothy 5:19 says,
“Against an elder receive
not an accusation, but
before two or three wit-
nesses.” Leaders must be
protected from unsup-
ported allegations, but
the following verse also
says, “Them that sin re-
buke before all, that oth-
ers also may fear.”

These instructions es-
tablish both protection
and accountability. Ac-

Continued on page 5

Kansas Faith & Family is inviting local
writers, pastors, and community members
to contribute articles for upcoming issues.

If you have a message, testimony, or
faith-based topic you would like to share,
we would love to hear from you.

Please submit inquiries or articles to:

editor@kansasfaithandfamily.org
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By Carl D. Everhart

The Gospel,
word: “Love,” or “Re-
pentance,” or “Grace,”
or “Mercy.” Two words:
“Good News,” or “A
mystery,” or “But God.”
Three words: “God
is holy.” Four words:
“The power of God,”
or “Obedience to God’s
Word,” or “Not I, but
Christ.” Five words: “Je-
sus Christ and Him cru-
cified,” or “I can’t, but
Jesus did.” Ten words:
“We have a God of un-
limited chances, until
we die.” Eleven words:
“You and I broke God’s
law, and Jesus paid the
penalty.” Twelve words:

in one

What is the Gospel, in a Nutshell?

“Everlasting life that is
a free gift and you can-
not earn it.” Fourteen
words: “For the Son of
Man came to seek and to
save what is lost.” And
in fifteen words: “Christ
redeemed us from the
curse of the law by be-
coming a curse for us.”

For more words, read
on.

God’s Law must be
preached before the Gos-
pel is!

The Gospel’s about
Gods gracious and only
provision for salva-
tion through His Son’s
death, burial, and res-
urrection. It's about the
foundational need for
love, faith, belief, obedi-
ence, and repentance.
It's about the urgency for
action because we could
die tonight. And it’s
about what Jesus Christ
did on the cross for us,
and now, we must do
what He told us to do!

The Good News is that
God loves us; He’s not
mad at us; He wants no
one to send themselves
to Hell. Because the pen-

alty for sin is the second
death, God sent Jesus to
rescue us from that pen-
alty by sacrificing His
sinless Son. Jesus took on
the sins of the world. He
was separated from the
Father so we wouldn’t
have to be. Jesus walked
out of the tomb and is
now sitting at the right
hand of the Father. In
John 3:16, Jesus summa-
rized His rescue mission
for mankind. Just keep
in mind that even the
demons believe Jesus is
the Son of God, they just
don’t believe “in” Him,
or trust and obey Him
(do you?).

The bad news is that
our sin has separated
us from God. The Gos-
pel tells us about our sin
and its consequences.
Every person who hasn’t
allowed Jesus to pay the
penalty for their sin, will
pay it themselves. The
Gospel records the con-
stant failings, struggles,
and doubts of those who
followed Jesus, like ev-
ery True Christian today.
“False gospels” abound

and yield many deceived
sinners! Mormonism,
Jehovah’s Witnesses,
Islam, Buddhism, Hin-
duism, Scientology, and
Wicca, are just some of
the big contributors to
false doctrine.

The Bible says, “For

everyone has sinned;
we all fall short of God’s
glorious standard.”

We cannot bribe God
through good works,
moral living, or religious
rituals. While everyone
sins, very few truly re-
pent. The Gospel leads
to repentance via our
confession (admit our
sin ... no “buts”), our
contrition (true sorrow
.. mourning), and then
our change (there’s no
repentance without a
change of behavior). Ev-
ery disciple’s mission is
to spread the Gospel and
to glorify the Father. We
share the Gospel with a
dead person every time
we witness to an unbe-
liever.

Jesus is a Gentleman;
He'll force no one to
Heaven. The roadmap to

salvation is clearly laid
out in His Word. God is
a Holy Judge who will
serve justice on all sin-
ners. Our heart must ask
to be rescued. The Holy
Spirit is required for sal-
vation. We must realize
that salvation was never
intended to be a one-
and-done gift.

Inside and outside the
nutshell are many other
pillars. The long list in-
cludes, but is not limited
to: Acceptance, born-
again, commitment,
confession, death (first
and second), disciple-
ship, fear, forgiveness,
free will, fruit, growth,
Heaven, Holiness, hope,
humility, judgment,
knowledge, life, prayer,
redemption,  relation-
ship, respect, righteous-
ness, soul, submission,
truth, wisdom, worship,
and wrath.

Don’t misunderstand,
the  Gospel doesn’t
promise a “trouble-free”
life on earth, but it does
offer one full of faith,

yes ... it’s all about Jesus.
How you view Him will
determine everything in
your life, and after it.

“It is this Good News
that saves you if you
continue to believe the
message I told you—un-
less, of course, you be-
lieved something that
was never true in the
first place” (1 Corinthi-
ans 15:2). Have you cho-
sen to trust Jesus to res-
cue you from your sins?
If not, it's never too late

.. until it’s too late.

Dear Heavenly Father,
may these words find
the heart of a true believ-
er so that they may en-
courage others; the heart
of a make-believer so
that they may experience
a Spiritual awakening
to Your Truth, and the
heart of a never-believer
so that they may come to
know You. Amen.

To read more from this
lay pastor, God-fear-
ing, born-again, sinner
(saved by grace), search:
everhartandsoul.com,

WE HAVE A WEBSITE!

Kansas Faith and Family
is now online!

Visit our new website at

www.kansasfaithandfamily.org
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By Landry Holmes, Bap-
tist Press

Recently I went to chil-
dren’s camp with my
9-year-old grandson, at
his request. The week
began with his backpack
landing on the street. As
a result, a smashed juice
container soaked his Bi-
ble inside the bag. I let
him borrow my Bible the
rest of the week while his
sticky Bible, that smelled
like apple juice, dried.

A couple of days lat-
er, I saw my grandson
standing outside wait-
ing for whatever came
next on the schedule. He
was holding my Bible,
reading from Genesis 1.
Matter-of-factly, he stat-
ed that his Bible study
leader encouraged him
to read his Bible, and he
was going to read it cov-
er-to-cover that week.

My grandson’s desire
to read the entire Bible
like he would read juve-
nile fiction reminded me
of when his dad, at about
the same age, wanted to
read his Bible from cov-
er to cover. We made it

10 Ways to Encourage Kids to Read the Bible

to the first two or three
chapters of Leviticus be-
fore he gave up.

Kids want to read the
Bible and aren’t intimi-
dated, at least when they
start reading, by the
number of thin pages
or by the big words and
difficult-to-pronounce
proper names.

When we receive Jesus
as our Savior and Lord,
God gives us a desire
to know Jesus better by
reading God’s Word.
Then the reality of big
words and pictureless
pages sets in. And we get
discouraged.

Nonetheless, research
tells us that the biggest
predictor of whether a
child becomes a faithful
believer as a young adult
is whether or not they
regularly read the Bible
growing up. So, what
can we as pastors and
church leaders do to en-
sure kids read the Bible
regularly?

5 ways families can
encourage Bible read-
ing

First, we can encour-

age families to do these
five things.

1. Model Bible read-
ing

When young children
see their parents reading
the Bible, they may start
imitating the routine,
even if they don’t know
how to read.

2. Make the Bible ac-
cessible

Keep a physical Bible
within reach at home,
and use a mobile version
for answering biblical
questions “on the go.”
Also, provide children
with Bibles they can
call their own. The Bible
doesn’t have to be new
nor expensive for kids to
want to read it.

3. Establish a routine

Set aside a regular
day, time, and place.
Reading the Bible regu-
larly doesn’t necessar-
ily mean children read
it every day. Whatever
routine parents choose
should be protected,
similar to how parents
protect the time set aside
to brush teeth.

But offer kids grace by
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not being legalistic about
the routine. Sometimes
tired children need to
go to bed and read their
Bible the next day.

4. Make it enjoyable

If parents want their
children to develop a
lifelong desire to read
the Bible, the experience
needs to be enjoyable.
Kids enjoy bite-sized
readings while being
allowed to move their
bodies without feeling
rushed.

5. Ask questions

Parents can gauge
their children’s under-
standing of what they’re
reading in the Bible by
asking simple questions.

5 ways the church can
encourage Bible read-

New I ocation!

Garden City

1135 College Dr., Suite M
620-271-0013

ing

Bible reading is not
reserved solely for the
home. Here are some
ways pastors and lead-
ers can engage kids in
Bible reading at church.

1. Involve kids in
church-wide Bible read-
ing emphases

Children are the church
now, not tomorrow. As
the authors of “Flip the
Script” state, “If we want
our ministries to pro-
duce kids and students
who become spiritually
mature adults, we must
teach them to open, read,
and study their Bibles.”

2. Teach kids Bible
skills

If children participate
in congregational wor-

B
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ship, provide page num-
bers for the pew Bibles.
Consider printing Scrip-
ture passages in the wor-
ship guide or children’s
bulletin.

3. Provide Bibles

Present Bibles to early
readers as an important
milestone event. In ad-
dition, ensure every pre-
school and elementary
classroom has enough
Bibles for each child to
engage with while at
church. Finally, give kids
economically priced Bi-
bles if they don’t have
a Bible of their own at
home.

4. Supply supplemen-
tary materials

Continued on page 5
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Bib6te ~Answes

Q: If someone loves God but is very introverted and doesn't
get involved in church activities, can they still be saved?

A: “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest
any man should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8 - 9). Your salva-
tion doesn’t depend on your involvement in church activ-
ities or anything else, only on your faith in Jesus Christ,
so clearly you can be just as saved as anyone else without
regard to what you do.

That said, as a Christian you will want to live a life that
pleases God. However, even this doesn’t require involv-
ing yourself in any outside activities. First you want to
avoid sin, and studying God’s Word helps with this. “Thy
Word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against
Thee.” (Psalm 119:11). This is more than just memorizing
Scripture, you need to meditate on God’s Word, find its
meaning for your life, and then do all you can to live by
it. You will fail at times, but the way to get back on track
is to acknowledge your failure and work on changing the
thoughts and behaviors that failed God. It is also neces-
sary to do all you can to live a life that pleases God be-
cause other people are watching you, and the testimony
you live may be the only Bible they’re reading. Some of
these people may even be fellow Christians who see you
as a godly example that they want to follow. Paul dis-
cussed this using eating meat offered to idols as an exam-
ple. He notes that we may have the liberty to do that (or
other things), but it can also cause a less mature believer
to stumble if they do it. He ends by saying, “Wherefore, if
meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while
the world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend.” (I
Corinthians 8:13).

Both Matthew and Mark contain versions of the Great
Commission. Mark’s version is more concise: “Go ye into
all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.”
(Mark 16:15). You may feel that your being introverted
makes this impossible, but it doesn’t. We are not all called
to pulpit ministry, but we are all called to be a witness.
For some people, being a verbal witness is uncomfort-
able, as it probably is for you. However, every time you
do something to help someone else and every penny you
give to support your church and other Bible based min-
istries is you participating in the Great Commission. I es-
pecially emphasize the things you do for others because
seeing the love of Jesus usually reaches where words are
meaningless. As Salvation Army founder William Booth
noted, “What is the use of preaching the Gospel to men
whose whole attention is concentrated upon a mad, des-
perate struggle to keep themselves alive?”

I would encourage you to join into church activities as
you feel comfortable and to work at overcoming your in-
troversion in that arena. The friendships and fellowship
you will develop with other believers can only help your
walk with Christ, and at the same time your friendship
and fellowship can only help them.

I welcome reader questions. E-mail your question to
answer67547@gmail.com.

Bible

Continued from page 4

Send home devotion-
als and other resources
to encourage personal
and family Bible study.
My friend Donna Peavey
reminds us, “Bible study
is setting aside time to
study God’s Word for
the purpose of under-
standing. The best way
for children to study the
Bible and learn biblical
truths is to read the Bible
and talk about it with
adults they trust.”

5. Preach from a kids
Bible, occasionally

By doing so, the pas-
tor is modeling the ac-
cessibility of the Bible
and removing the idea
that his big, black Bible
is some mysterious book

reserved for serious
preachers.

The value of Bible
reading

One of the best exam-
ples of the value of Bible
reading is found in the
book of Acts. After God

miraculously freed Paul
and Silas from prison in
Philippi, the two mis-
sionaries made their way
to Thessalonica.

When the situation
there became dicey,
God conducted another
night-time rescue mis-
sion. Paul and Silas next
found themselves in
Berea with a more wel-
coming group of people.

Luke writes, “The peo-
ple here were of more
noble character than
those in Thessalonica,
since they received the
word with eagerness
and examined the Scrip-
tures daily to see if these
things were so. Conse-
quently, many of them
believed ...” (Acts 17:11-

12a, CSB).
The folks in Berea read
the Scriptures them-

selves and discovered
the truth of the gospel.
That’s why kids need to
establish lasting Bible-
reading habits. God uses
His Word to change lives
for eternity.

families. What if people actually did this?

WHAT IF?

What if every child and adult in our country started each day with a Bible Verse in their
pocket? What if, each morning, they read the verse out loud to their children/parents,
carried it all day, read it again at night and put it back in a special bowl or basket? The
trip to purchase cards at a local Christian bookstore would take only a few minutes.
Those who do not have a bookstore close could take just two minutes doing a Bing or
Google for “Free Bible Memory Cards or Verses”. It could change our lives and our
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Continued from page 2

cusations must be sup-
ported by evidence, but
proven sin must not be
hidden merely because

the person involved
holds a position of au-
thority.

Christians should treat
church leaders with re-
spect, pray for them and
recognize the seriousness
of their responsibilities.
At the same time, respect
must never require ignor-
ing false teaching, spiri-
tual manipulation, finan-
cial misconduct or abuse.

Biblical authority be-
longs ultimately to God
and His Word—not to
any pastor, teacher or
ministry personality.

The Danger of Misus-
ing the Verse

When “Touch not mine
anointed” is used to si-
lence legitimate ques-
tions, it removes a verse

from its original context
and turns it into a shield
against accountability.
Faithful leaders should
not fear biblical examina-
tion. A trustworthy pas-
tor will encourage believ-
ers to read Scripture, test
teaching and seek truth.
He will understand that
accountability  protects

both the congregation
and the integrity of the
ministry.

Psalm 105:15 teaches us
about God’s protection
and faithfulness toward
His people. It does not
teach that Christian lead-
ers are beyond examina-
tion or correction.

Believers must avoid
malicious attacks and un-
supported accusations.
But when error or sin
is present, respectfully
speaking the truth is not
“touching God’s anoint-
ed.” It is part of guard-
ing Christ’s church and
remaining faithful to His
Word.
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By John MacArthur

Antipathy toward
God’s Word inherently
resides in the hearts of
all sinners. Scripture is
viewed as outdated, ir-
relevant, and primitive.
It's regarded as an an-
cient book of suspect
origin that is beneath
enlightened society. This
antipathy can even be
present in those within
the church.

If there is any doubt
about this, it is worth
asking why popular
evangelicalism’s greatest
fear is being out of sync
with the culture. Pastors

and leaders so chase the
culture that its trends
show up in their church-
es. They treat this pursuit
as a necessary evangelis-
tic strategy. But the only
way to be in sync with
the culture is to dimin-
ish the presence of the
Word of God, because
unregenerate culture
will always be funda-
mentally and irreconcil-
ably incompatible with
the truth of God. By ca-
tering to the unchurched
or to the unconverted in
the church, evangelical-
ism has been hijacked
by legions of carnal spin
doctors seeking to con-

The Bible is Truth

vince the world that
Christians can be just
as inclusive, pluralistic,
and open-minded as any
postmodern, politically
correct worldling.
However, true biblical
Christianity requires a
denial of every worldly
value and behavior, and
Christians must be will-
ing to make a commit-
ment to the Word of God,
with a full understand-
ing of the implications of
doing so. Jesus plainly
tells the disciples in John
15:19 that the world will
hate them because they
are not of this world.
God has chosen believ-
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ers out of the world, and
the world hates them.
In Luke 6:26, Jesus says,
“Woe to you when all
men speak well of you,
for their fathers used to
treat the false prophets
in the same way.”

Why is the world so
fixed in its animosity to-
ward the truth of God?
Jesus says in John 7:7,
“The world . . . hates Me
because I testify of it,
that its deeds are evil.”
Contempt for Scripture
is not intellectual; it’s
moral. As the Lord ex-
plained to Nicodemus,
“Men loved the darkness
rather than the Light, for
their deeds were evil”
(John 3:19). How tragic
for the church to seek
to accommodate that
worldly affection, since
it is impossible by any
human method to over-
come the sinner’s resis-
tance to the truth and
the gospel (2 Corinthi-
ans 3:14). The only time
the church has made any
spiritual impact on the
world is when the peo-
ple of God have stood

*Hot Spring
Spas
*Artesian
Spas

*Custom
Pools

firm and have refused to
compromise, boldly pro-
claiming the truth in the
face of the world’s hos-
tility. In the end, seeking
cultural relevance will
only result in obsoles-
cence, since tomorrow’s
generation will inevi-
tably renounce today’s
fads and philosophies.
In the face of ev-
er-changing cultural
trends, the church needs
to boldly proclaim the
eternal relevance and
evergreen  applicabil-

ity of the Word of God.
In particular, Christians
must embrace and exalt
six truths about Scrip-
ture: its objectivity, ratio-
nality, veracity, author-
ity, incompatibility, and
timelessness. These six
characteristics help us
understand the essential
nature of God’s Word
and help us better min-
ister to a sinful world in
desperate need of Scrip-
ture’s life-transforming
truth. And we’ll examine
all of them in the days
ahead.

A Ballast for My Soul

Life is like a stormy sea
That tosses to and fro,

But God’s Word will ever be
A ballast for my soul;

By

its truth I'll be held fast

Till I reach heaven’s shore
Where I will be home at last
And sail life’s sea no more!

Perry Boardman
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Dr. Rodney Crowell

As  Michael Thielen
reports in “Real Clear
Politics,” after President

Trump’s July 16 address
on massive election cor-
ruption in 2020, “Demo-
crats roundly dismissed the
president’s speech, called
him a liar, and mocked
his obsession with voter
fraud.” However, days af-
ter Trump’s speech, New
Jersey Governor Mikie
Sherrill was forced to ad-
mit that over 6,600 nonciti-
zens had been added to the
Garden State’s voter rolls
—a GOVERNMENT error,
not a “computer glitch” by
the digital system vendor!
— and 400 of them actually
voted in elections stretch-
ing back to 2023. Oopsie!
Homeland Security Sec-
retary Markwayne Mul-
lin says that DHS records
show 19,500 noncitizens
on New Jersey voter rolls!
Thielen concludes, “the
question that needs to be
asked of Democrats is why
do they oppose transpar-
ency in our elections?”” And
why all the DELAY, DE-
NIAL and DECEIT heaped
on Administration efforts
at legitimate, sensible elec-
tion reforms? For, based
on the information Trump
supplied, declassified and
available online (824 doc-
umented election system
failures cataloged across
800 pages of FBI forensic
analysis with a MINIMUM
of 18 recommended crimi-
nal investigations), cheat-
ing clearly occurred during
2020 and thereafter. As Jim
Hoft writes in The Gateway
Pundit, “[The FBI] report
is organized by ten con-

Vote Fraud — America’s “Hour of Decision”

verging vectors, proving
that malfeasance occurs in
almost every aspect of our
election system,” including
the remote takeover of live
absentee ballot processing
by foreign countries. Re-
ally? Yeah, it’s easy to do
when you have Chinese
hardware and illegal mo-
dems wusing Venezuelan
software, with code main-
tained in Serbia and voter
roll files from 18 states
containing personal infor-
mation on 220 MILLION
American voters, stored
by Chinese Communists in
Beijing! Deny all the facts
you want, American, but
when we allow other coun-
tries to mess with our elec-
tions, FREEDOM is threat-
ened so we all better start
paying attention. Do you
care enough about free-
dom to ask questions like,
“Who ordered states to stop
counting between 10:00
and 10:30 pm on Election
Night in 2020?” Only le-
gal prosecution will yield
the answer, an action which
Trump has now approved!

Why didn’t most TV
networks cover Trump’s
speech, then? The answer:
they would incriminate
themselves because the
networks also were in on
the steal. One of the 10
Attack Vectors Against
U.S. Critical (Election) In-
frastructure displayed in
the report’s main diagram
is Vector 5, “Information
Control” (see next para-
graph) which extended into
social media, not merely
network news. So when
anyone tells you, “There
was no fraud in the 2020
Election,” they are com-

mitting fraud themselves.
That would include former
FBI Director Chris Wray,
former Attorney General
William Barr, former head
of the Cybersecurity & In-
frastructure Security Agen-
cy (CISA) Chris Krebs,
and all the Talking Hairdos
of the media, like the CNN
anchor who at 11:09 EST
on Election Night mutely
watched on live TV as the
cumulative vote total in
Pennsylvania for Trump
DECREASED by 19,958
votes while Biden’s sud-
denly INCREASED by
the same number — a total
gain for OI’ Joe of twice the
amount, or 39,916 votes.
Since when do cumulative
totals ever flip like that,
huh? How many “comput-
er glitches” do you want to
accept?

We now must fully enu-
merate the aforementioned
10 different attack vectors
behind this unprecedented

fraud: (1) Election Record
Integrity (massive dispari-
ties between ballots and re-
corded votes, coupled with
systematic destruction of
legally mandated logs be-
fore investigations could
occur); (2) Electronic Voter
System Integrity (shared
passwords, active cellu-
lar modems that vendors
DENIED permitting); (3)
Election Result Certifica-
tion Integrity lacking (coer-
cion of canvassers leading
to false information trans-
mitted to Congress); (4) Ju-
dicial Malfeasance (courts
dismissed major cases on
procedural grounds while
ignoring undisclosed finan-
cial conflicts between judg-
es and defendants — follow
the money!); (5) Informa-
tion Control (mentioned
above) with the informa-
tion pipeline controlled and
censored by Chris Krebs’
CISA itself; (6) Politically-
Biased Funding Streams

(over $350 million in pri-
vate Non-government Or-
ganization [NGO] funding
injected into public election
offices, controlling election
officials through contrac-
tual obligations); (7) Priva-
tized Election Operations
(Unvetted private contrac-
tors exercising operational
control over ballot custody,
like the secret WiFi net-
work in Green Bay, WI);
(8) Seditious Conspiracy
(Pre-election ‘war gam-
ing’ between Federal and
private NGO officials re-
sulting in the January 6 ob-
struction of Congressional
Electoral College proceed-
ings); (9) Weaponization of
Government (Law enforce-
ment resources deployed to
target WHISTLE-BLOW-
ERS and AUDITORS like
former County Clerk and
Gold Star Mom Tina Peters
of Colorado rather than true
suspects); and (10) Foreign
Interference (see above,

first paragraph of this ar-
ticle).

Undoing this mess, which
includes as a minimum
number of illegally regis-
tered voters 278K nonciti-
zens and 400K DEAD peo-
ple across 10 states (GA,
OH, TN, TX, NC, ID, AL,
MO, LA and KANSAS)
might trigger the political
chaos of a State/Federal
Constitutional battle. Fully
Twenty-three Blue states
are currently blocking
Trump’s Election Integrity
Executive Order. In God’s
name, why? Like the title
of the old Billy Graham ra-
dio and TV program, it’s a
true “Hour of Decision” for
America. Have we the col-
lective courage to “handle
the truth” or not? We’d
better, because the new
Muslim/Socialist political
bloc emerging in America
(should we call them “Mo-

Continued on page 9

Fo Residential Information and Avai

The Shepherd's Center Nursing Home

Phone 620-855-3498

N\ 101 Cedar Ridge Cimarron, KS 67835

” "Welcome to the Neighborhood”

Located in the Cedar Ridge Subdivision of Cimarron, The Shepherd’s Center offers the same
loving and attentive care which we have provided for more than 20 years.

SEEEEEE - *2 Neighborhoods

*Private rooms with or
without private showers
*Individualized dining
options

*Secure patio areas with
~ walking paths

J *Homelike resident
centered care

*Inviting living, dining

& kitchen areas

lability, Please Contact




KANSAS FAITH AND FAMILY

SEPTEMBER 2026, PAGE 8

A Little Bit of Laughter and Fun
Proverbs 17:22 — “Laughter is like taking a good medicine.”

FOUR IN THE FIRE

Mikey’s Funnies

An airplane encountered some turbulence. It
started juddering and rocking noticeably from side
to side.

The flight crew wheeled out the drinks cart to
keep the passengers calm.

The attendant asked a businessman, “Would you
like a drink?”

“Why not?” he replied unkindly. “I'll have what-
ever the pilot’s been having.”

An apple a day keeps a doctor away only if you
throw it hard enough.

1 2
3 7 [
] 7
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13 14
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19
ACROSS DOWN
3 King Nebuchadnezzar had one made of himself 1 "Our God is able to us"
(3 wds) 2 They came to the dedication of the image
6 The king ordered the furnace to be heated this 4 They maliciously accused the Jews
way (3 wds) 5 Where the image sat (3 wds)
9 They would not worship the image (3 wds) 6 "The hair of their heads was not "
12 The king decreed this would happen to anyone 7 When people heard them, they were supposed to

13

14
16
17

18
19

who spoke against the God of Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego (4 wds)

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were brought
before him

He proclaimed the king's decree (2 wds)
What the king saw in the furnace (2 wds)
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were
appointed over the affairs of the province of
They weren't harmed

The king did this for Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego after they came out of the fire (2 wds)

10
11

15

fall down and worship the golden image of
Nebuchadnezzar (4 wds)

Those who would not fall down and worship the
image suffered this fate (3 wds)

Height of the image (2 wds)

Before they were thrown into the furnace they
were

The fire didn't have any _____ over Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego

Answers in next
month’s issue

One day the first grade teacher was reading the
story of Chicken Little to her class. She came to the
part of the story where Chicken Little tried to warn
the farmer. She read, “...and so Chicken Little went
up to the farmer and said, ‘The sky is falling, the sky
is falling!””

The teacher paused then asked the class, “And
what do you think that farmer said?”

One little girl raised her hand and said, “I think he
said, ‘Holy cow! A talking chicken!"”

Noah, keep an eye out for my
mother ! She's coming with us. 4

/1
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By Russell Moore, Chris-
tianity Today

God is at work for
our good. That doesn’t
minimize the hurt done
against us, but it de-
thrones it.

Someone once came
up to me, almost shak-
ing in fear over one of Je-
sus’ Beatitudes. The one
that troubled her was
“Blessed are the merci-
ful, for they shall receive
mercy” (Matt. 57, ESV
throughout). Her prob-
lem was that she had
once experienced what
she considered betrayal
from a friend—and that
friend seemed not the
least bit sorry. The wom-
an said she wanted to
forgive, but she had tried
and tried and couldn’t.
She couldn’t will away
the hurt she still felt.
What was she supposed
to do?

Forgiveness, of course,
can mean many things.
Some people use it as a

How to Forgive Someone Who Isn’t Sorry

synonym for reconcilia-
tion: Whatever breached
the relationship is con-
sidered a thing of the
past. And many times
that’s exactly what for-
giveness entails. But
that’s not what I mean
here. Some people use
forgiveness to mean
a lack of accountabil-
ity, and that’s not what
I mean either. What I
mean here is the grace it
would take for this wom-
an to be free of the power
her friend still held over
her. In her case, as with
many others, I don’t de-
tect a desire for revenge.
People consumed with
vengeance usually are
not those grappling with
how to forgive.
Sometimes the prob-
lem is that a person
confuses forgiveness
with a feeling he or she
associates with forgive-
ness. We may assume
forgiveness happens in
one dramatic act—and
afterward we see the for-

Answers to last month’s
Crossword

END TIMES

Solution:

[NJo]o[n[E[K]N]O

s

is[clo]F[F[E

S|

s[T[rlulc[T]1]o[N]

m|x[>[=[>]

[c[H|A[N][G|E|D]

[T[1[m[E

A[N[D|D[A[T[E]S]

[P[R]E[S[E

T[s|ulF[F[E[R[I]N]G]S]

[N[o]A[H]

s[P[E

c|E

N[D[s|E[c]u Y]

z[o[—=|-[»[m[x]o]

[z[»[=][n][o]z]o]w

1[N]H

Alv[E[N]

RICIEIEIEIG)

[q]a|-[=]z|o]z]-[o][x|m[o|m|[x]-]

[m[r[w[>[z]o]-]z]m]<]=]-]

[w][rm|o]z]>

s[=[>[m[z [~ [=]-]

[o]n[p[g][n]o|w|n|o[z|c|[n|o|z[x|n[n]|>|=

H|l ELIECT

given person just as we
would if the hurt had
never happened. Some-
times that's the case.
But often forgiveness is
a choice we repeat over
and over. Even then, it is
not necessarily a warm
feeling. The most forgiv-
ing people I know often
pray something along
the lines of “Lord, I'm re-
membering again what

Fraud

Continued from page 7

hammunists”?)  promises
further to complicate elec-
tion reform just as much
as it threatens Democratic
party unity!

As the Biblical prophet
Joel proclaimed, God has
no shortcuts to national
restoration; blessing would
come to sinful Judah only
AFTER judgment and re-
pentance involving ALL
nations, including God’s
own people: “Multitudes,
multitudes in the valley of
decision! For the day of the
LORD is near” (Joel 3:14).

We cannot police the whole '
world, as we are finding out

in the Persian Gulf, but we
better police our own coun-
try! “Righteousness exalts
a nation, but sin is a dis-
grace to any people” (Prov-
erbs 14:34, NIV). Perhaps
a hefty dose of earthly jus-
tice — including strong legal
penalties for the major elec-
tion fraud criminals -- will
remind us of the One who
will Judge us all eternally.
And maybe THEN more
Americans will return to
God. Democrats, we need

they did to me, and I am
feeling angry. Help me.”

As countless philoso-
phers have taught us
over the centuries, our
most dangerous moral
problems often come
not from valuing some
vice but from having a
misordered value for
some virtue. People who
grapple with forgiveness
often do this not because
they are bloodthirsty

or want to see the other
person harmed. Rather,
they are trying to uphold
something good
right: justice.

That impulse is good
and right in and of it-

and

your help and so does your =0

own party; time is short!

self. In fact, one of the
charges against unfaith-
ful Old Testament Israel
is that it concluded, “The
way of the Lord is not
just” (Ezek. 18:25). After
Cain’s murder of Abel,
God told Cain, “The
voice of your brother’s
blood is crying to me
from the ground” (Gen.
4:10). At the very end
of the Bible, the souls of
the martyrs in heaven
cry out, “How long be-
fore you will judge and
avenge our blood on
those who dwell on the
earth?” (Rev. 6:10).
Neither cry for justice
is pictured as the least

-
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bit sinful. As a matter of
fact, a central question
resolved in the apostle
Paul’s writings on the
Cross is the moral quan-
dary of how God can
be just if he forgives sin
(Rom. 3:21-26). Your
desire for justice is not
wrong.

The problem comes
with the way we want
to experience that jus-
tice—and that is usually
because our time frame
is by definition short-
term, meaning the span
of our trackable lives.
Even when we do see

Continued on page 18
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By Micah Powell, Grace
Community Church, Great
Bend

We’ve come to the end
of this series and the be-
ginning of our ongoing
story. Acts opens with a
simple scene: disciples
gathered around Je-
sus, questions in their
mouths and hope in their
eyes. He answers them,
lifts their gaze beyond
their plans, and sends
them into the world.
Then He ascends—and
two angels nudge them
back to earth: don't just
stare; get moving. That's
the balance we need—
eyes up, feet moving.

1) Disciples Trust the
King’s Timing (vv. 6-7)

“Lord, will You at this
time restore the king-
dom to Israel?”

It's not a foolish ques-
tion. They've  seen
the cross, touched the
wounds, and eaten with
the risen Christ. Of
course, they ask, “Is now
the time?”

Jesus doesn’t scold
their longing; He redi-
rects their focus.

“It is not for you to
know times or seasons

A Disciple’s Journey: The Mission and the End

that the Father has fixed
by His own authority.”

The calendar is above
our pay grade. The Fa-
ther holds the schedule.
Our job is not to decode
it but to trust Him.

That trust is hard
when prayers feel un-
answered and timelines
seem to stretch on for-
ever. But readiness beats
speculation.  Scripture
doesn’t forbid watchful-
ness; it forbids presump-
tion. When you cannot
trace His hand, you can
trust His heart. So we
trade restless guessing
for steady faith, and we
leave the clock in the Fa-
ther’s hands.

2) Disciples Witness in
the Spirit’s Power (v. 8)

Here’s the pivot:

“But you will receive
power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon
you, and you will be My
witnesses...”

We don’t know the
timing, but we do know
the calling. Jesus shifts
them from “when” to
“what.”

This power isn’t poli-
tics, personality, or self-
help. It's the Spirit’s
strength for the Spirit’s

! Why didn’t Jesus wear

jewelry?

Because He breaks

I
|
|
| Answer:
|
| o
: every chain

mission. In Acts, that
power manifests as bold
proclamation, resilient
joy in the face of pres-
sure, unity within the
church, and persever-
ance in the face of suffer-
ing. Miracles appear, but
always as servants of the
message. The headline
is Jesus, crucified and
risen, announced with
courage and love.

“You will be My wit-
nesses in Jerusalem and
in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the end of the
Earth.”

Start where you are.
Cross the lines you'd
rather avoid. Keep going
until the whole world
hears. The circles over-
lap; the scope is global.
Our role isn’t to engineer
outcomes but to testify
faithfully and trust God
with the harvest.

So embrace your iden-
tity: witness. Depend on

the Spirit: pray before
you speak, and while
you speak. Share from
rest, not pressure: salva-
tion belongs to the Lord.
And lift your eyes be-
yond your zip code—the
same Spirit who came at
Pentecost lives in you for
the sake of the nations.

3) Disciples Live To-
ward His Return (vv.
9-11)

“As they were looking
on, He was lifted up, and
a cloud took Him out of
their sight.”

The cloud isn't just
weather; it's glory. Je-
sus is received into the

Father’s presence, en-
throned as King.
The disciples stand

gazing until two angels
say,

“Why do you stand
looking into heaven?
This Jesus... will come in
the same way as you saw
Him go.”

he Bank
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That’s a gentle correc-
tion and a great comfort.
Don’t freeze. Don’t for-
get. He is coming—vis-
ibly, bodily, surely.

Scripture doesn’t in-
vite timetable charts so
much as long obedi-
ence in the same direc-
tion. The uncertainty
of the date is designed
to produce constant ex-
pectation, not constant
speculation. We live on
mission with hope, not
anxiety.

The Church Between
Two Certainties

Acts 1 places us be-
tween two anchors:
“You will be My wit-
nesses” and “This Jesus
will come.” That's where

disciples live. We trust
the Father’s timing, we
depend on the Spirit’s
power, and we keep our
eyes on the returning
King.

And all of it rests on
the gospel. Jesus left glo-
ry, took on flesh, lived
without sin, died for
ours, rose in power, as-
cended to reign, and sent
His Spirit. The mission
isn’t about us proving
we’re worthy; it's about
proclaiming that He is.
The Spirit's power is
blood-bought. Our hope
of His return is resurrec-
tion-secured.

So how will you live

Continued on page 11
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By A. Craig Troxel, Li-
gonier Ministries

We call those white
flakes that appear in the
winter snow. Whether
the texture is flaky or
crusted, thin or deep,
fine or wet, soft or heavy,
it's simply “snow.” But
the tribal Yup’ik people
in northern Alaska and
Canada employ many
words to describe these
different kinds of snow.
Snow is one simple thing
in English, and yet snow
has different qualities
(no matter what lan-
guage you speak). The
same is true of the word
heart in Scripture. The
heart reflects both the
simplicity and the com-
plexity of our inner self.
It is one, and yet it has
different functions.

Our Inner Unity

Put simply, the heart
in Scripture conveys the

What Does the Bible Mean by “the Heart”?

totality of our inner self.
We are governed from
this one point of unity.
From it “flow the springs
of life” (Prov. 4:23). It is
the control center—the
source of every thought,
the seat of every passion,
and the arbiter of every
decision. All of it is gen-
erated from and gov-
erned by this one point
of undivided unity. That
is why everything vital
to the Christian life—
your speech, repentance,
faith, service, obedience,
worship, walk, and love
—must be done with “all
your heart” (Deut. 10:12;
30:2; 1 Sam. 7:3; Ps. 86:12;
119:34; Prov. 3:5-6; 4:23;
Isa. 38:3; Jer. 24:7;, Matt.
22:37). The heart is the
helm of the ship. It takes
a bearing and then sets
the course of your life.
As goes the heart, so
goes the person.

Our Inner Complexity

Put comprehensively,
the heart encompasses
various functions, in-
cluding the mind, the
desires, and the will.
The mind of the heart
includes what we know:
our thinking, ideas,
memories, and imagi-
nation. The desires of
the heart include what
we love: what we want,
seek, yearn for, and thus
feel. The will of the heart
refers to what we choose:
whether we will resist or
submit, whether we will
say “yes” or “no,” and
whether we are weak or
strong in our resolve.

Mind. Although we
moderns tend to think
of the heart primarily in
terms of our emotions,
the Bible associates the
heart with our ability
to think. For example,
Paul prayed “May [God]

give you the Spirit of
wisdom and of revela-
tion in the knowledge of
him, having the eyes of
your hearts enlightened”

(Eph.  1:17-18). Jesus
said, “Out of the heart
come evil thoughts”
(Matt. 15:19). Psalm

139:23 draws the paral-
lel:

Search me, O God, and
know my heart!

Try me and know my
thoughts! (emphasis
added)

Often, English versions
of the Bible will translate
heart with words like
understanding, sense, or,
most often, mind, which
shows how strong the
connection is between
the heart and thinking
(Ex. 14:5; 1 Kings. 3:9;
Ps. 26:2; Prov. 19:21; Jer.
17:10; Matt. 22:37).

The heart dwells upon
what it holds most dear-

Phone: (620) 624-3859
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(620)-624-1683
(800)-886-1683

ly. Its choices are moti-
vated and reflect how it
is emotionally invested.

Desires. For good or
for ill, the heart desires
satisfaction, security,
comfort, happiness, and
so much else. Desires
can be for sinful things
(like fleshly passions)
or for good things (like
Jesus’ desire to eat the
Passover with His dis-
ciples) (Deut. 12:15; Ps.
45:11; Isa. 26:9; Matt.
5:28; Rom. 1:24; Gal. 5:24;
1 Tim. 6:9; 1 John 2:16).
The word Paul uses for
the desires of the flesh is
the same one he uses for
the desires of the Spirit
(Gal. 5:16-17). In essence,
desires reveal what we
crave and ultimately
love, or what Christ calls
our treasure (Matt. 6:21;
see also Ps. 63:1; Isa.
55:2; Matt. 5:6; John 4:10;

Heb. 5:14; 1 Peter 2:2).
Depending on whether
our desires are satisfied
or denied, our heart feels
anger, joy, envy, rage,
anxious fear, sorrow,
lovesickness, anguish,
despair, and many other
emotions. Our emotions
bring out what lies at the
core of who we are, not
just what we feel.

Will. As the seat of vo-
lition, the heart decides
whether we submit to
or resist what we desire
and think. It will either
say “yes” or “no.” Here
is where the battle for
control of the heart is
fought. How it goes will
depend upon the will’s
strength or weakness, its
callousness or broken-
ness, its hardening by sin
or renewal by grace. The
heart of sinful unbelief is

Continued on page 13
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By Van Yandell

Has anything ever
been done especially for
you? Did it make you
feel special, important,
or that you really meant
something, or to some-
one?

The Declaration of In-
dependence was writ-
ten by Thomas Jefferson,
assisted by Benjamin
Franklin, John Adams,
Roger Sherman, Robert
Livingston and declared
the separation of the
United States (13 colo-
nies) from Britain. The
declaration was adopted
July 4, 1776.

It was signed August
2, 1776, by fifty of the fif-
ty-six signers. The other
six signed later that year.
Those men signing knew
they may be signing their
own death warrants be-
cause the signing was
considered treason by
the British crown. This
fact alone makes a state-
ment as to their sincerity
and determination.

The first paragraph
reads as follows: “When
in the Course of human
events, it becomes nec-
essary for one people
to dissolve the politi-
cal bands which have

connected them with
another, and to assume
among the powers of the
earth, the separate and
equal station to which
the Laws of Nature and
of Nature’s God entitle
them, a decent respect to
the opinions of mankind
requires that they should
declare the causes which
impel them to the sepa-
ration.”

The second paragraph
begins with, “We hold
these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are
created equal, that they
are endowed by their
Creator with certain
unalienable rights; that
among these are Life,
Liberty and the pursuit
of Happiness.”

The Declaration listed
twenty-seven violations
of humanity by King
George. Freedoms of the
people of the colonies
were virtually none and
the oppression of the
king was beyond reason.

The separation from
Britain became vital. The
king was imposing on
the colonists the oppres-
sion they had come to
the new world to escape.

The Revolutionary
War began April 19,
1775, with the battles of

It Was Written for You

Lexington and Concord.
The war ended officially
September 3, 1783, at the
signing of the Treaty of
Paris.

About 6,800 colonist’s
soldiers died in battle
and another 17,000 died
of diseases or froze to
death. Losses on the Brit-
ish side are unclear, but
one estimate is that as
many as 24,000 died.

The Constitution of
the United States was
written over a four-
month period in 1787,
four years after the end
of the war. It was written
to protect the people, not
the government.

The Constitution sepa-
rates the government
into three branches thus
establishing a system
of accountability and
checks and balances. The
citizens have the power
of the ballot box to con-
trol the politicians. They
represent the people.

The three branches of
government are the ex-
ecutive (president and
cabinet), the legislative
(house and senate), and
the judicial (supreme
court). As long as those
adhere to the Constitu-
tion the purposes deter-
mined by the founding

fathers will prevail.

The Constitution is
preceded by a preamble.
Being a brief statement
of purpose, the preamble
should be memorized
by all; including those in
government positions.

“We the People of the
United States, in Order
to form a more perfect
Union, establish Jus-
tice, ensure domestic
Tranquility, provide for
the common defense,
promote the general
Welfare, and secure the
Blessings of Liberty to
ourselves and our Pos-
terity, do ordain and es-
tablish this Constitution
for the United States of
America.”

We must never forget
the revolutionary sol-
diers that suffered and
died; died for us! Those
penning the Declaration
of Independence and the
Constitution wrote those
for us; for the protection
of American citizens.

A much older docu-
ment (or series of docu-
ments/books)  written
for us is the Holy Bible.
Many believe the Bible
was written by men and
they were inspired by
our Creator God.

The Bible contains six-
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ty-six books (thirty-nine
in the Old Testament
and twenty-seven in the
New Testament) written
by over forty men over a
period of 1600 years. In
three languages, Greek,
Hebrew and Aramaic,
the Bible is mostly con-
sistent in its teachings.

Even with these differ-
ences in language, time
span and writers; the
eternal salvation teach-
ings are totally consis-
tent.

The Bible teaches there
is only one eternal salva-
tion. That is by a faith-
based belief (Ephesians
2: 8) that Christ Jesus
was crucified (Matthew
27: 35) for the remission
of sin (Romans 4: 25),
resurrected  (Matthew
28: 6) and ascended alive
into Heaven (Acts 1: 9).

Romans 15: 4 “For
whatsoever things were
written aforetime were
written for our learning,
that we through patience
and comfort of the scrip-
tures might have hope.”

It is such a great honor
and privilege to know
that our Creator provid-
ed us with a book that
is in its entirety, a set of
instructions for our ex-
istence. I will continue

to believe one reason for
the chaos in the world is
because the people of the
world do not consider
God’s rules.

The Apostle Paul
wrote 1900 years ago a
description of mankind
that definitely applies in
today’s world. 2 Timo-
thy 3: 1-5 “This know
also, that in the last days
perilous  times  shall
come. For men shall
be lovers of their own
selves, covetous, boast-
ers, proud, blasphemers,
disobedient to parents,
unthankful, unholy,
without natural affec-
tion, trucebreakers, false
accusers, incontinent,
fierce, despisers of those
that are good, traitors,
heady, high minded, lov-
ers of pleasures more
than lovers of God; hav-
ing a form of godliness,
but denying the power
thereof: from such turn
away.”

Those that govern, citi-
zens and non-believers
alike, must pay attention
to these characteristics of
mankind. Those words
of God and Paul paint
a perfect picture of the
world today. Isaiah 5:

Continued on page 13
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Car Alignment and
Balanced Tires

By La Rena Hildebrand, Ellinwood, Kansas

Romans 12:2

And to not conform to this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your mind.

When we are driving down the road, we all want
our car to drive so smooth that we can take our
hands off the steering wheel for a few seconds and
it will drive perfectly straight. We also want our
tires to be in balance and have enough air pressure
for a smooth ride. We don’t want our car to pull to
the left or to the right because when this happens,
we know that we should call an auto repair shop
and schedule an appointment. When our Chris-
tian lives get off track and we tend to turn to the
left or to the right getting off the straight path, or
our tires are out of balance, we need to run to Je-
sus, confess our sin, read His Word for guidance,
bringing our lives back into alignment with Him.

You

Continued from page 12

20a also makes a con-
nected statement, “Woe
unto them that call evil
good, and good evil”

Both individually and
collectively, we are a
very blessed people. To
have a Constitution and
a Holy Bible to guide our
lives, our goal must be to
follow these instructions
issued centuries ago
by men and God. They
were written for us!

Van Yandell is a retired
Industrial Arts teacher,
an ordained gospel evan-
gelist and missionary.
His email is vmy3451@
gmail.com.
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Heart

Continued from page 11

stubborn and unyield-
ing to God, and yet it is
weak and unable to re-
sist temptation (Ex. 4:21;
Deut. 1:28; Rom. 2:5; 2
Cor. 3:14). In direct con-
trast, the heart made new
by the Spirit bows before
God in humility but is
also resolved to obey the
Lord by dying to sin, the
world, and devil (1 Sam.
2:1; Dan. 1:8; Acts 4:13; 2
Cor. 7:10-12; James 4:7; 1
Peter 5:9).

Our Inner Unity and
Complexity

Our mind, desires,
and will are distinct but
inseparable as they work
together as a cooperative
network. Our thinking
always has an agenda.
The heart dwells upon
what it holds most dear-

6796'1.

ly. Its choices are moti-
vated and reflect how it
is emotionally invested.
This alliance of mind,
desires, and will reveals
itself inits deep entangle-
ment with sin. As Paul
says, the mind that is
set on the flesh is hostile
to God and cannot sub-
mit to God’s law (Rom.
8:7). But it is also true
of a Christian’s “new
heart,” which he or she
gains when born again
by the Holy Spirit. There

is nothing in the Chris-
tian’s  heart—whether
in the mind, desires, or
will—that is untouched
by God’s grace. Our
hearts are enlightened,
made pure, and estab-
lished in the truth of the
gospel of Jesus Christ.
We know God truly, love
Him sincerely, and fol-
low Him resolutely. We
are more and more able
to believe, serve, obey,
worship, walk and love
our God with all our
heart.
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By Todd Pruitt

It may well be that the
first appearance of the
sin of lust happened in
the garden just as the
man and woman made
their tragic choice. As
Eve considered the en-
ticements of the serpent,
she observed that the
fruit was, among other
things, “a delight to
the eyes” (Gen. 3:6). Of
course, there is nothing
inherently wrong with
something being pleas-
ing to look at. But Gen-
esis 3 is the record of
history’s most infamous
sin. So, we may safely
conclude that Eve’s long-
ing look upon the fruit in
delight was done with a
lustful eye. It was a cov-
etous glance; a longing
to have something that
was not proper for her to
possess.

Because Eve was born
without a sin nature,
her sin of lusting for the
fruit (or more specifi-
cally what she believed
the fruit could give

her) was a deliberately
chosen sin in response
to an external source
of temptation. We call
that a “temptation from
without.” We, however,
are in an even more dif-
ficult predicament than
our first mother. Having
been born with a natural
preference for sin, we are
quite capable of produc-
ing lustful desires on our
own without any exter-
nal source egging us on.
We call that “temptation
from within.” Consider
the words of James 1:14—
15: “But each person
is tempted when he is
lured and enticed by his
own desire. Then desire
when it has conceived
gives birth to sin, and sin
when it is fully grown
brings forth death” (em-
phasis added).

The New Testament
word for lust is epithu-
mia, which means “de-
sire.” Of course, not all
desires are bad. Indeed,
there are examples in
the New Testament of
epithumia being used

What Is Lust?

positively, such as when
a qualified man appro-
priately “desires” the of-
fice of elder (1 Tim. 3:1).
But epithumia is often
used to refer to sinful
desires, so epithumia is
also rendered as “lust”
and “passions,” as well
as “desires.” Lust is
the desire for anything
that is sinful, such as il-
licit sex, intoxication, ill-
gotten gain, revenge, or
anything else that God
forbids.

Lust may also be ap-
plied to the way in
which we desire some-
thing that is not in and
of itself sinful. In other
words, we may lust
when we desire a good
thing in the wrong way
or for the wrong reasons.
It is not sinful to desire a
spouse. But it is sinful to
desire another person’s
spouse. It is not sinful to
desire to be compensat-
ed justly for legitimate
labors. But it is sinful to
desire riches to satisfy
our materialistic appe-
tites or because we crave

worldly security. It is
good to rest. But the sin
of sloth is what happens
when that desire be-
comes twisted. You get
the picture. Lust is both
a desire for the wrong
thing and a wrong desire
for an otherwise good
thing. Lust, in all of its
forms and expressions,
is without exception sin-
ful and, therefore, rep-
resents a sort of mutiny
against God.

Lust, in all of its forms
and expressions, is with-
out exception sinful and,
therefore, represents a
sort of mutiny against
God.

In Ephesians, Paul lists
epithumia as belonging
to those sins that char-
acterize life outside of
Christ when we “once
lived in the passions of
our flesh, carrying out
the desires of our body”
(Eph. 2:3, emphasis add-
ed). In Titus, we are told
that prior to our conver-
sion we were “slaves to
various passions and
pleasures” (Titus 3:3,

emphasis added). A life
given over to such sinful
desires is wildly incon-
sistent with the Chris-
tian life.

Peter refers to lust
(passions) as a way of
contrasting the life of
the Christian with that
of the unbeliever: “As
obedient children, do
not be conformed to the
passions of your former
ignorance” (1 Peter 1:14,
emphasis added). “Be-
loved, I urge you as so-
journers and exiles to ab-
stain from the passions
of the flesh, which wage
war against your soul”
(1 Peter 2:11, emphasis
added). He tells us we
must no longer live for
“human passions but for
the will of God” (1 Peter
4:2, emphasis added).

In rebuking the reli-
gious leaders who op-
posed Him and His mis-
sion, Jesus said that their
“desires” (lusts) were
the same as their father
Satan (John 8:44). Jesus
locates the origins of lust
within the evil heart of

Satan. Not surprisingly
then, lust, or worldly
desires, often choke out
the seed of the gospel in
the human heart (Mark
4:19). So lust takes aim
at the church’s efforts
to gain a hearing for the
gospel.

Lust deserves our ag-
gressive opposition. We
must flee from it when it
comes from outside of us
and kill it when it gurgles
up from our hearts. Lust
is bad for us the way all
sin is bad for us because
it tells us that poison is
sweet and dying is liv-
ing. May we make full
use of the God-given
means of grace (Scrip-
ture, the sacraments,
Christian  fellowship,
and prayer) to wage war
against lust just as surely
as lust wages war against
us. May we look to Jesus
and treasure Him in our
hearts. His power and
loveliness are far great-
er than anything with
which the world can

Continued on page 15
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Adam Hamilton: Christian Faith, Democratic Politics and the Authority of
Scripture

By Faith BroKar

The Rev. Adam Ham-
ilton, founding pastor of
Resurrection, a United
Methodist Church based
in Leawood, has won the
Democratic nomination
for the U.S. Senate in
Kansas.

Hamilton received
approximately 76,229
votes, or 34.9 percent,
in the August 4 primary.
He will face Republican
incumbent Sen. Roger
Marshall in the Novem-
ber 3 general election.

His candidacy has at-
tracted national atten-
tion because Hamilton
is not simply a politician
who occasionally men-
tions faith. He has spent
more than three decades
in ministry, written nu-
merous Christian books
and built one of the

Lust

Continued from page 14

tempt us. Jesus’” prom-
ises are better by far than
the mocking promises of
worldly desire:

If then you have been
raised with Christ, seek
the things that are above,
where Christ is, seated at
the right hand of God.
Set your minds on things
that are above, not on
things that are on earth.
For you have died, and
your life is hidden with
Christ in God. When
Christ who is your life
appears, then you also
will appear with him in
glory (Col. 3:1-4).

largest United Method-
ist congregations in the
country.

Hamilton  identifies
himself as a Christian
and says his faith is cen-
tral to his campaign.
However, some Chris-
tians have questioned
how a pastor can repre-
sent a political party as-
sociated with legal abor-
tion, same-sex marriage
and other positions that
appear contrary to Scrip-
ture.

The answer requires
looking beyond his po-
litical affiliation and ex-
amining what Hamilton
actually believes.

Can a Christian Be a
Democrat?

The Bible does not
identify either major
American political party
as God’s party. Chris-
tians may legitimately
disagree over taxation,
tariffs, health-care policy,
immigration procedures,
environmental regula-
tion and the proper size
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of government.

Republicans and Dem-
ocrats can both support
policies that deserve bib-
lical scrutiny. Therefore,
Hamilton’s decision to
run as a Democrat does
not, by itself, prove or
disprove his Christian
faith.

Hamilton says he ini-
tially considered run-
ning as an independent.
After visiting 18 Kansas
communities, however,
he concluded that an in-
dependent campaign of-
fered little realistic path
to victory. He also said
people repeatedly asked
why he was not running
as a Democrat.

He describes himself
as independent-minded
and says he wants to
build bridges between
Republicans and Demo-
crats. He believes his
experience pastoring a
politically diverse con-
gregation has prepared
him to work with people
who disagree.
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Hamilton connects
his Democratic politics
to biblical commands
concerning compassion,
poverty, immigrants,
health care and the
treatment of vulnerable
people. He has criticized
what he considers cru-
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elty, polarization and in-
difference toward those
harmed by government
policies.

Christians should take
those concerns serious-
ly. Scripture repeatedly
commands God’s people
to care for the poor, de-
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fend the vulnerable and
treat foreigners justly.
However, compassion
cannot be separated from
truth. A policy does not
become biblical merely
because it is described as
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FIRST-PERSON: Cultural Insanity Invades the WNBA

By Adam Dooley

Sometimes the easi-
est way to expose a bad
idea is simply to take it
seriously. For years, the
transgender movement
has promoted a false
distinction between bio-
logical sex and gender
identity that has become
commonplace in society.
Consequently, the intru-
sion of men into female
spaces, whether it be
bathrooms, athletic com-
petitions, or beauty con-
tests, is left to the whims
of individuals and their
chosen identities. All of
this is perfectly normal,
or so we are told. The ab-
surdity of such thinking
is obvious, yet many are
afraid to speak out.

Until recently, that is.

Last week, former
NBA center Enes Kanter
Freedom shocked the
world when he stated

his intention of entering
the 2027 WNBA Draft.
The 34-year-old, 6-foot-
10 veteran played eleven
seasons professionally,
averaging 11.2 points
and 7.8 rebounds per
game. Now, he wants
another opportunity to
step on the court — this
time in the Women's
National Basketball As-
sociation.

Not long after Free-

dom’s announcement,
another former NBA
player, Royce White,

waded into the fray.
As a former first-round
draft pick, White seem-
ingly joined the protest
to intentionally expose
the reckless logic be-
hind the whole gender
identity scam. Currently,
the WNBA's position on
eligibility is that “only
players who are women
are eligible to play in
the [league].” Nothing
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wrong here. But if the
same league is unwilling
to limit the definition of
a woman to biological
realities, these words are
not worth the paper they
are written on.

Sports commentator
Bob Costas weighed in
with refreshing com-
mon sense. “There is
a reason why the high
school champions don't
compete with the col-
lege champions,” he
said. “There is a reason
why no trans-man who
was once a woman and
become a man has ever

competed  successfully
with men in the Olym-
pics.

“If Caitlin Clark could
play in the NBA, every-
body would applaud

Grant Huck

106 E. 6th Street, Scott City, KS 67871

it,” he continued, but
everyone would see the
absurdity if a medio-
cre NBA player went to
the WNBA and “started
averaging 40 points a
game.” While stressing
that transgender people
deserve dignity and re-
spect, Costas concluded,
“Common sense is not
transphobic.”

Indeed.
These questions were
not born last week,

though. In July, Indi-
ana Fever star Sophie
Cunningham  sparked
controversy by simply
saying, “I am here to
extend love. But I also
think with that love is
truth, being honest. And
I want to protect young
girls in a locker room, or

young girls in sport who
shouldn’t have to go
against biological men.”
Her observation hardly
seems radical. Yet, days
later, Minnesota Lynx
coach  Cheryl Reeve
protested by wearing
a “Trans Kids Belong”
shirt on the sidelines.
Claiming to value and
protect women without
being able to clearly de-
fine what women are is
a blatant contradiction.
Strangely, many of the
most ardent feminist
voices remain silent.
The champions of Title
IXrightly celebrated the
distinctions between the
sexes as important and
valuable. These modern
reinterpretations of gen-
der, however, jeopardize

every previous gain.

If the roles were re-
versed, and these were
women pretending to
be men, how many do
you think could earn a
spot on an NBA roster?
Women's basketball ex-
ists because the physical
differences between the
sexes are undeniable.

Are these conversa-
tions really necessary?
Or are they just more
evidence of our cultural

unwillingness to em-
brace common sense?
Freedom and White

have exposed the incon-
sistency by following the
argument to its logical
conclusion.

Thankfully, the Bible

Continued on page 17
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Faithful Through Every Season

Key Scripture

“To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose
under the heaven.”

—Ecclesiastes 3:1

Introduction

September brings a noticeable change. Summer begins
to fade, children return to school, and the first signs of au-
tumn appear. The changing world around us reminds us
that life also moves through seasons.

Some seasons bring happiness and growth. Others bring
waiting, disappointment or loss. Although our circum-
stances continually change, God remains faithful through
them all.

Teaching

Ecclesiastes 3 teaches that there is a time and purpose
for every season. We may not understand why God allows
certain circumstances, but we can trust that He sees what
we cannot.

A tree appears lifeless when its leaves fall, yet important
work continues beneath the surface. In the same way, God
may be working in our lives even when we cannot see evi-
dence of progress.

Scripture assures us, “Jesus Christ the same yesterday,
and today, and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). Our circumstanc-
es may change, but Christ does not. His character, prom-
ises and love remain secure.

We must also resist becoming discouraged when a dif-
ficult season lasts longer than expected. Galatians 6:9 tells
us, “And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due sea-
son we shall reap, if we faint not.”

God does not ask us to control every outcome. He asks
us to trust Him and remain faithful.

Application

Consider the season you are currently experiencing. Are
you celebrating, grieving, waiting or beginning something
new?

If this is a season of blessing, thank God and use what
He has given you to serve others. If it is a season of dif-
ficulty, continue praying and obeying His Word. Do not
mistake waiting for abandonment or silence for absence.

Ask God what He wants to teach you where you are to-
day instead of focusing only on what you hope will hap-
pen next.

Closing Thought

Every season eventually changes, but God never does.
The same Lord who carried you through yesterday will
remain faithful today and tomorrow. You may not know
what the coming season holds, but you can trust the One
who holds it.

Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank You for Your faithfulness
through every season of my life. Help me trust You when
I cannot see what You are doing. Give me patience while
I wait, strength when I grow weary and wisdom to recog-
nize Your work around me. Teach me to remain faithful
and to rest in the promise that You never change. In Jesus’
name, amen.

3 Things to Remember When Parenting Feels
Crazy

By Meredith Lee Myers,
Ligonier Ministries

It’s not just you; par-
enting is crazy. For some
it comes naturally, like a
realized dream—a grace
to taste and see the good.
For others it feels like un-
charted territory, requir-
ing a faith that hopes for
things not yet seen. No
matter how we feel, we
can remember that par-
enthood is a calling. The
Lord gives and the Lord
takes away, and this call-
ing is not dependent on
our feelings of readiness,
competencies, or even on

our preparedness.

When we recognize
our inadequacy as an
example, provider, or
loving caregiver, let us
turn to the Lord who is
not simply a metaphor
of the perfect Father; it is
who He is. The calling of
parenthood is not a hu-
man institution that we
project onto God; it is a
divine reality that God
has graciously extended
to us. Every tender in-
stinct we have as par-
ents—to teach, to heal,
to lead with conviction,
to run toward our child
in compassion—reflects

WNBA

Continued from page 16

speaks with refreshing
clarity about these mat-
ters. Every human being
possesses innate, immea-
surable worth because
God created each of us in
His image (Genesis 1:26-
28). Cruelty, hatred, and
mockery of those who
suffer from gender dys-
phoria is not a Christian
virtue. God calls believ-
ers to love our neighbors
even when we strong-
ly disagree with them
(Matthew 22:39).

Doing so does not,
however, compel us to
be untruthful. Jesus af-
firmed that from the
beginning, God made
human beings male and
female (Matthew 19:4-
5). Both the unique roles
for the sexes (Genesis
2:18-25) and the gender
specific curses that fol-

lowed humanity’s fall
(Genesis 3:16-19) reflect
God'’s purposeful design
for men and women. Re-
belling against the gen-
der of our birth is akin
to mocking the image of
God that is stamped on
every human soul. Biol-
ogy confirms what Scrip-
ture so plainly declares.
Despite being equally
valuable, men and wom-
en are not biologically
identical.

Our culture increas-
ingly forces objective
truth to yield to the per-
sonal preferences and
feelings of individuals.
Such confusion is simply
not sustainable. Truth
is not hateful because
someone finds it offen-
sive. Neither does com-
passion become loving
when it demands dis-
missing reality. Calling
good evil or evil good is
never the Christian thing
to do (Isaiah 5:20).

the One from whom all
fatherhood is named.
When we are caught up
in a wave of uncertainty
or exhaustion, we can
turn time and again to
the Lord whose “stead-
fast love. . . never ceases;
his mercies never come
to an end; they are new
every morning” (Lam.
3:22-23). With this prom-
ise, here are three things
to remember when par-
enting feels crazy.

1. We are shaped by
our experiences.

Parenthood is often
surprising in the way it
draws out our past expe-
riences while we're in the
middle of creating new
ones. Sharing and inter-
preting these experiences
is important. For many of
us, it is vital that we ad-
dress our sorrows in or-
der to truly embrace new
joys. Moses reminds the
Israelites as they stand on
the edge of the promised
land:

Take care, and keep
your soul diligently, lest
you forget the things
that your eyes have seen,
and lest they depart from
your heart all the days
of your life. Make them
known to your children
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and your children’s chil-
dren. (Deut. 4:9)

Their losses and God’s
manifold provisions
were not meant to be left
behind them but to inter-
pret their experiences in
the wilderness and to in-
form their parenting for
this generation and the
next.

In this way, we should
be diligent to use practical
wisdom without fearing
that history is doomed
to repeat itself. When
parenting feels crazy, we
need to consider how our
experiences have shaped
our understanding of
ourselves and how we
see God because He uses
parenthood to shape and
sanctify us for our good
and His glory.

2. We can pray imper-
fectly.

As the Lord equips us,
He does not equip us
to be perfect in the way
we often hope—with
greater speed, accuracy,
confidence, and suc-
cess. Parenthood offers
many opportunities to
be humbled in how little
we have to offer and how
little we can affect. Try
as we might, we cannot

Continued on page 19
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someone who hurt us
get some comeuppance,
it will still leave us emp-
ty, because no amount of
justice seems to rise to
our level of hurt. Again,
the impulse is normal—
but normal things can
make us stumble into
something else.

Ernst Jiinger wrote in
the middle of last cen-
tury that bitterness and
resentment don’t re-
ally settle in because of
a sense of having been

hurt. Rather, he wrote,
they come from a sense
of an ongoing debt we
are  owed—perpetual
suspense that the hurt
will be rectified per-
sonally and the wrong
undone. And because
that almost never hap-
pens—indeed,  almost
never can happen—the
person who was hurt of-
ten seeks redress in some
other way. Sometimes
that’s just internal rumi-
nation that governs the
person’s life. Sometimes,
without the  person
even noticing it, that's
choosing a scapegoat on

whom to pour out anger
and disappointment.

To be free, though, you
have to know the dif-
ference between what
you lost and who you
are. You can genuinely
mourn what was lost
and still realize that
freedom will ultimately
mean being defined by
something other than
what you lost. That's
hard to do. Peter told
Jesus, in what reads like
almost-palpable frustra-
tion, “We have left ev-
erything and followed
you” (Mark 10:28). If you
believe you are noth-
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ing beyond what can be
seized—a church home,
for instance, or a tribe—
then whoever controls
those conditions controls
you completely.

Another obstacle to
forgiveness is the desire
for some sense of narra-
tive closure. You might
not think the hurt will be
redressed, but you want
it to make sense in the
story of your life. Again,
that’s not wrong in and
of itself.

In the Book of Gen-
esis, Joseph’s brothers
attacked him and traf-
ficked him into slavery.
They encountered him
years later after he had
become a ruler over
Egypt, running a fam-
ine food-storage pro-
gram that ultimately
saved their lives as they
sought relief from po-
tential starvation. After
the death of their father,
Jacob, the brothers quite
legitimately worried
that Joseph would take
his revenge. They even
workshopped some
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rather manipulative
talking points, saying
the father had told them
on his deathbed to ask
Joseph to forgive them.

Joseph famously said,
“As for you, you meant
evil against me, but God
meant it for good, to
bring it about that many
people should be kept
alive, as they are today”
(Gen. 50:20). Few Bible
verses are as abused by
unmooring them from
context as this one. If
the brothers had said,
Look how this has all
turned out for good! that
would have been mor-
ally repugnant self-justi-
fication. Joseph—the one
harmed—is the one who
said this, and he never
classified what they did
as anything but evil
He did not justify their
means by the end. He
simply acknowledged
that he trusted God and
that he was not clamor-
ing for vengeance for
what was past.

The problem, though,
is that it is very rare to
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find that kind of retro-
active meaning. To for-
give, you must trust that
God is at work for your
good—mostly in ways
that are invisible and in-
comprehensible to you.
That doesn’t minimize
what was done, but it de-
thrones it from its power
as the central story of
your life. Sometimes you
get the apology you've
always wanted to hear,
but often you don’t. Peo-
ple move on with their
lives as though they’ve
forgotten what they did.
Sometimes they even die
without acknowledging
it. That means not that
the story ended unre-
solved but rather that
you can’t see to the end.
Yet another obstacle
to forgiveness can be a
sense of powerlessness.
Again, if you define pow-
er as the ability to undo
what was done wrong,
you will never get it. At
the same time, if you try
to just “move on,” you

Continued on page 19
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will never overcome the
loss. But you can redirect
that longing for power.
Frederick  Buechner
wrote years ago about a
man who told him, “You
have had a good deal of
pain in your life, and you
have been a good stew-
ard of it.” Stewardship
is power too. Even when
you can’t undo what’s
been done against you,
you can prevent those
same things from hap-
pening to others—or
you can be the consol-
ing presence you needed
but never had. If noth-
ing else, you can resolve
to do your best never
to hurt anyone else the
way you were hurt. The

most forgiving people
I've known are not those
who deny the pain, nor
those who are defined
wholly by it, but those
who steward it—as a
kind of monastic vow to
pay attention to others
with similar stories.

A final obstacle is an-
other kind of powerless-
ness, this time over the
forgiveness itself. Pan-
icked frustration that
we are not immediately
sanctified rarely pro-
duces that sanctification.
Rather, it pushes us to its
opposite. The prophet
Jeremiah said that the
people’s conclusion over
their pull to idolatry—*“It
is hopeless” (Jer. 2:25)—
is what drew them closer
to it. You don’t need to
go that way.

The recognition of a

need for grace is itself a
grace. The desire to for-
give is itself an essential
first step to forgiveness.
Just because you stumble
back into bitterness or re-
sentment does not mean
your initial forgiveness
was a sham. Indeed, you
will need ongoing grace
to forgive—not just one
charge of it.

God is more forgiving
than we are. He doesn’t
view our forgiveness as
a feat to please him. He
is a Father who wants
the best for us. He knows
forgiveness is hard for
us. It is not hard for him.

So when you find for-
giveness difficult, pray
as the man with Jesus
once did about his unbe-
lief (Mark 9:24):

I forgive; help my un-
forgiveness.
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“Whoever acknowledges me before
men, | will also acknowledge him
before my Father in heaven.”

Matthew 10:32

Crazy

Continued from page 17

be all things to our chil-
dren. It is important that
we remember our higher
calling: “But to all who
did receive him, who
believed in his name, he
gave the right to become
children of God” (John
1:12). Our children’s
greatest need is not for
us to be the answer or
solution, but to see our
dependence on the Lord
and the blessing that they
have to call on Him as
well.

When parenting feels
crazy, we can remember
we are not only raising
children but also pro-
claiming hope.

When parenting feels
crazy, we can pray im-
perfectly: quickly and
often, through the long
watches of the night, and
in all seasons. Our calls
to prayer are a lifeline
and a witness. Do we be-
lieve the Lord watches
over us while we sleep?
We can pray with our
children =~ when they
wake with nightmares
and illnesses. Do we be-
lieve the Lord provides
our daily needs? We can
give thanks for our food
and find practical joy in
counting our blessings
together. Do we believe

the Lord provides wis-
dom? We can ask trusted
friends for prayer, shar-
ing our burdens while
also receiving practical
suggestions.

3. It’s never too late
to start doing the right
thing.

The hardest part of any
commitment is faithful-
ness in the small, unseen,
and unpraised things. We
all often want to move on
to greater things, but if
we are not faithful in the
mundane, we will not
fulfill our calling. Jesus
reminds us:

Everyone then who
hears these words of
mine and does them will
be like a wise man who
built his house on the
rock . . . And everyone
who hears these words
of mine and does not do
them will be like a foolish
man who built his house
on the sand. (Matt. 7:24,
26)

Recognizing this, we
then understand the
importance of how we
respond to mistakes.
Parenting is filled with
mistakes—ours and
those of our children.
When we build carelessly
or ignore the cracks, the
structure will inevitably
suffer. When parenting
feels crazy, we can re-
member that it's never
too late to start doing the
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right thing because we
are building for eternity
and the Rock will with-
stand every storm. Any
effort to build upon the
Rock is for the good of
our children and God’s
glory.

Conclusion

Contrary to the popular
motivational statement,
we do not all have the
same twenty-four hours
in a day. People and situ-
ations are complicated.
We don’t all have the
same resources, time,
needs, or commitments.
These things are sover-
eignly administered and
not necessarily indicative
of our inner life, outward
behavior, or favor with
God. Our times, and the
times of our children, are
in His hands.

With that in mind, we
should remember that
faithfulness is not mea-
sured by comparison to
others or by the absence
of problems, but by obe-
dience to Jesus Christ
and His Word. Building
on the Rock requires hon-
esty and consistency, but
it is because of the hope
that is within us that
we remain steady in the
face of the hard things
of parenting. The Prov-
erbs remind us, “Disci-
pline your son, for there
is hope” (Prov. 19:18).
We see the complexi-
ties of things so much
more clearly in the rear-
view, yet the Lord calls
us to trust Him in the
steps along our way. He
knows the way; He goes
before us; He knows we
are broken vessels. When
parenting feels crazy, we
can remember we are not
only raising children but
also proclaiming hope.
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loving, and the sincerity
of a religious leader does
not make all of his con-
clusions sound.

What Hamilton Af-
firms

Hamilton affirms sev-
eral foundational Chris-
tian beliefs. He teaches
that Jesus is divine, that
Christ reveals God to hu-
manity and that the res-
urrection is central to the
Christian faith.

He speaks
about prayer, repen-
tance, grace, worship
and following Jesus. He
encourages  Christians
to read Scripture, serve
others, make disciples
and live lives shaped by
Christ.

Hamilton’s church
says it believes in “the
radiating hope of Jesus
Christ” and seeks to re-
flect His truth, love and

openly

grace. Hamilton has also
spent decades inviting
people who were dis-
connected from church
to consider Christianity.
These are not insig-
nificant affirmations. It
would be unfair to por-
tray Hamilton as a secu-
lar politician who merely
borrowed Christian lan-
guage for a campaign.
Nevertheless,  Chris-
tians are instructed to
examine every teach-
ing by the Word of God.
The Bereans were com-
mended because they
“searched the scriptures

daily, whether those
things were so” (Acts
17:11).

When Hamilton’s be-
liefs are compared with a
traditional understand-
ing of Scripture, several
serious conflicts emerge.

His Understanding of
Scripture

The foundational con-
cern is Hamilton’s view
of the Bible.
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Hamilton calls Scrip-
ture authoritative and
believes God speaks
through it. However, he
does not accept the tradi-
tional evangelical under-
standing that the Bible
is uniquely inspired and
trustworthy in every-
thing it teaches.

In explaining his ap-
proach, Hamilton has
said that the Bible
“wasn’t dictated by
God.” That statement
alone is not necessarily
troubling; many conser-
vative Christians recog-
nize that God worked
through the personali-
ties and writing styles
of human authors rather
than mechanically dic-
tating every word.

The greater concern
is Hamilton's belief that
biblical writers some-
times recorded their own
cultural ~ assumptions
and mistaken under-
standings of God.

He sorts biblical pas-
sages into different cat-

egories. Some reveal
God’s timeless will,
while others contain

instructions for a par-
ticular time or reflect the
limited culture and un-
derstanding of their hu-
man authors.

This approach allows
Hamilton to conclude
that certain biblical com-
mands do not accurately
represent God’s endur-
ing will.

Second Timothy 3:16,
however, says, “All
scripture is given by in-
spiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correc-
tion, for instruction in
righteousness.”

The issue is not wheth-
er every Old Testament
command applies direct-
ly to Christians today.
Scripture itself distin-
guishes the old covenant
from the new and pro-
vides principles for in-
terpreting  commands
within their proper con-
text.
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The danger comes
when the reader as-
sumes authority to de-
cide that a biblical teach-
ing is mistaken because
it conflicts with modern
values or personal ex-
perience. At that point,
human judgment can be-
come the final authority
over Scripture.

Same-Sex Marriage
and Ordination

Hamilton once held
a traditional Christian
position on homosexual
relationships, but his
views changed.

He now affirms com-
mitted same-sex rela-
tionships and supports
allowing same-sex cou-
ples to marry. He also
supports the ordination
of gay and lesbian cler-
gy who are considered
qualified and committed
to ministry.

Hamilton = compares
biblical prohibitions
against homosexual

conduct with passages
concerning slavery, the
treatment of women,
warfare and severe Old
Testament punishments.
He believes those pro-
hibitions reflect ancient
cultural assumptions
rather than God’s time-
less purpose for human
sexuality.

In 2024, Hamilton wel-
comed the United Meth-
odist Church’s removal
of restrictions against
same-sex weddings and
practicing gay clergy.
Pastors at Resurrection
may now perform same-
sex weddings, although
individual pastors are
not required to do so.

This position does not
align with the straight-
forward and consistent

teaching of Scripture.

Genesis describes
God creating human-
ity male and female and
establishing  marriage
between a man and a
woman. Jesus affirmed
that pattern in Matthew
19:4-6. Romans 1:26-27,
1 Corinthians 6:9-11 and
1 Timothy 1:9-10 con-
tinue the biblical prohi-
bition against same-sex
sexual relationships.

Christians must treat
every person with digni-
ty, compassion and love.
Mockery, cruelty and
hatred are incompatible
with following Christ.
But biblical love does not
require redefining what
God has called sin.

Jesus welcomed sin-
ners, but He also called
people to repentance.
Grace does not affirm us
in everything we desire;
it forgives and trans-
forms us.

His Position on Abor-
tion

Hamilton’s  position
on abortion appears per-
sonally conflicted but
politically pro-choice.

He has shared that
his mother considered
abortion after becom-
ing pregnant with him
as a teenager. He recog-
nizes the moral serious-
ness of the issue and has
counseled women facing
painful pregnancies, in-

cluding those resulting
from rape.
Nevertheless, Ham-

ilton voted against the
2022 Kansas constitu-
tional amendment that
would have allowed
lawmakers to enact
stronger abortion restric-

Continued on page 21



KANSAS FAITH AND FAMILY

SEPTEMBER 2026, PAGE 21

Hamilton

Continued from page 20

tions. He has said legis-
lators should not act as
the “ethicists and spiri-
tual guides” of women
facing pregnancy deci-
sions.

That position leaves
unborn children with-
out the legal protection
Hamilton seeks for other
vulnerable members of
society.

Psalm 139 describes
God’s involvement in
forming human life
within the womb. Jere-
miah was known by God
before his birth. John the
Baptist responded to the
presence of Christ while
both were still unborn.

Human life does not
gain its value from
whether it is wanted,
healthy or convenient.
Its value comes from be-
ing created by God and
bearing His image.

Christians may debate
how best to help women
experiencing  difficult
pregnancies, but com-
passion must extend to
both the mother and her
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unborn child. A biblical
concern for the vulner-
able cannot exclude the
child whose life is at
stake.

Salvation and Hell

Hamilton teaches that
salvation comes through
Jesus, but he appears
open to an inclusivist
understanding of salva-
tion.

Under that view, Christ
remains the means of
salvation, but God may
save people who never
knowingly placed their
faith in Jesus. Ham-
ilton has questioned
whether people should
be condemned because
they were raised in an-
other religion or never
received a meaningful
opportunity to hear the
gospel.

He has also explored
whether hell must be an
irreversible  condition,
suggesting it may be a
separation from God
that people continue to
choose.

Christians should ac-
knowledge that God
alone perfectly judges
every person. He is both
just and merciful, and

no human being knows
everything God knows
about another person’s
heart or opportunities.

Yet Scripture repeat-
edly calls people to con-
scious faith in Christ.

Jesus said, “I am the
way, the truth, and the
life: no man cometh unto
the Father, but by me”
(John 14:6). Peter de-
clared, “Neither is there
salvation in any other”
(Acts 4:12). Paul asked
how people could be-
lieve in One of whom
they had not heard and
emphasized the neces-
sity of preaching the gos-
pel (Romans 10:13-17).

We must not claim
knowledge God has not
given us, but neither
should we soften the
urgency of Christ’s com-
mand to repent, believe
and make disciples of all
nations.

Sincerity Is Not the
Final Standard

Only God knows
Adam Hamilton’s heart,
and it is not our place to
declare with certainty
whether another pro-
fessing believer is saved.

Hamilton may sin-
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cerely believe that his
theology reflects the love
and character of Jesus.
Sincerity, however, is
not the final measure of
truth. People can be sin-
cere and still be sincerely
mistaken.

The proper question
is not simply whether
Hamilton uses Chris-
tian language, performs
charitable work or be-
longs to a particular po-
litical party. The question
is whether his teachings
agree with the full coun-
sel of God’s Word.

Hamilton affirms
Christ’s divinity, resur-
rection, grace and call to
discipleship. Those be-
liefs should be acknowl-
edged honestly.

At the same time, his
understanding of bib-
lical inspiration gives
him a method for setting
aside teachings that con-
flict with contemporary
values. That method is
especially visible in his
affirmation of same-sex
marriage and practicing
gay clergy. His political
support for legal abor-
tion also conflicts with
the biblical obligation to

protect innocent human

life.
Adam Hamilton rep-
resents a progressive

form of United Method-
ist Christianity. It retains
important Christian lan-
guage and several his-
toric doctrines while re-
interpreting or rejecting
other biblical teachings.

Christians should nei-
ther dismiss him solely
because he is a Demo-
crat nor accept his teach-
ing solely because he is a
pastor. We should follow
the command of 1 Thes-
salonians 5:21:

“Prove all things; hold
fast that which is good.”

Political parties, pas-
tors and personal feel-
ings must all remain
subject to the authority
of God’s Word.
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By Clinton Manley, De-
siring God

Do you delight to fear
God?

The servants of the Lord
on earth do. The saints be-
fore the throne of God do.
Even Jesus does.

Scripture makes it clear
that, for those in right rela-
tionship with God, the fear
of God is a particular kind
of delight in God, a full-
proof pleasure that ruins
us to the allurements of sin
and leaves us in quaking
awe before the King of all
things. To fear God is to be
fully alive. It is the treasure
of the saints (Isaiah 33:6;
Proverbs 15:16).

Yet so often Christians
treat the fear of God as if
it were a relic of Old Tes-
tament piety, as if God
were to be feared then but
now all fear is gone. To
many, the fear of God is
the equivalent of a drizzly,

Deepen Your Delight with Holy Fear

gray autumn day. But this
is not the picture we find in
Scripture.

I want to entice you to-
ward the fear of the Lord.
Holy fear is a delight we
dare not neglect. It is not
only the beginning of wis-
dom; it is also the chief re-
ward of the difficult disci-
pline of joy. So what is the
fear of God?

Awestruck Adoration

Scripture differentiates
holy fear, the fear of the
saints before God, from
the fear of unbelievers.
Those who have not hid-
den themselves in Christ
should be terrified at the
prospect of his wrath (Rev-
elation 6:15-17). They are
right to be afraid of God.
But those in Christ are safe
from eternal condemna-
tion and wrath (Romans
8:1; 1 Thessalonians 1:10).
As we’ll see, they are not
afraid of God, but they do
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fear. We can summarize
this holy fear in three state-
ments.

1. Holy fear is the fit-
ting response to seeing
God in his majesty.

Fear is the fitting re-
sponse to the full-orbed
revelation of God. Surpris-
ingly, when the saints ex-
perience the fear of God in
Scripture, it is most often
in response to God’s good-
ness, grace, and mercy,
rather than his judgment
and wrath. Consider Psalm
111. In this poem, the
psalmist studies the great
works of God. There is no
hint of judgment or wrath
in this psalm, only over-
whelming greatness and
goodness. And yet, the
poet concludes his tour of
God’s works by saying,
“Holy and awesome [fear-
ful] is his name! The fear
of the Lord is the begin-
ning of wisdom” (Psalm

111:9-10).

We see this pattern
throughout Scripture (e.g.,
Jeremiah 33:8-9; Hosea
3:5; Luke 7:14-16). As
God’s people witness the
greatness of his grace,
mercy, and majesty in his
works, the fitting response
is holy fear, which is a
kind of quaking wonder
in the face of his stagger-
ingly good glory. This fear
causes us to dread depart-
ing from such goodness,
violating it in any way, or
belittling it by preferring
something else. Thus, holy
fear, in awe of God and
aware of his fatherly dis-
cipline, acts as a bulwark
against sin and folly (Ro-
mans 11:20).

It comes as no surprise
then that holy fear is the
exuberant song of the
saints before the throne of
God in Revelation 15:

Great and amazing are
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your deeds,

O Lord God the Al-
mighty!

Just and true are your
ways,

O King of the nations!

Who will not fear, O
Lord,

and glorify your name?

(Revelation 15:3—4)

They sing fear and glory
in response to God’s amaz-
ing deeds. It comes as no
surprise, then, that Solo-
mon concludes his explo-
ration of God’s ways and
gifts to man with this:

The end of the matter;
all has been heard. Fear
God and keep his com-
mandments, for this is the
whole duty of man. (Eccle-
siastes 12:13)

Literally, this is “the
whole of man” — the heart
of what we were made for.
But what about “The chief
end of man is to glorify
God by enjoying him for-
ever’? Which is it: Fear
and obey or glorify and en-
joy? Rightly understood,
there is no contradiction
here. In calling us to fear
God, Solomon (just like
the poet of Psalm 111)
invites us into the same
kind of astonished enjoy-
ment of God that most
glorifies him, which is the
chief end of man. When
we are awake to God, we
cannot help but be thrilled
with God. And God in turn
is thrilled with our thrill
(Psalm 147:11). Fearing
God and glorifying him are
not two pursuits in Rev-
elation 15:4; they are one.
Our God looks good when
his people respond to him
in the heightened joy of

holy fear.

2. Holy fear is the af-
fection of awestruck
adoration.

For the saints, the fear
of God is not the same as
being afraid of God (see
Exodus 20:20 for this con-
trast). Instead of distanc-
ing us from God, holy fear
attracts us to God. It fits
us to be friends with God
(Psalm 25:14). As we see
the overwhelming good-
ness and greatness of God,
we balk at the thought of
straying from the fountain
of living waters (Jeremiah
2:13, 19). We turn from sin
to him to be satisfied (Job
28:28; Proverbs 16:6). Yet
this fear endures forever,
growing deeper and fuller
long after we are free from
sin and its consequences
(Psalm 19:9).

In this sense, the fear of
God is a particularly poi-
gnant kind of joy in him.
Thus, Nehemiah calls
God’s servants those “who
delight to fear your name”
(Nehemiah 1:11). Perhaps
the most important passage
for understanding this holy
fear comes in Isaiah 11,
which is a prophecy about
the coming Messiah:

There shall come forth
a shoot from the stump of
Jesse, and a branch from
his roots shall bear fruit.
And the Spirit of the Lord
shall rest upon him, the
Spirit of wisdom and un-
derstanding, the Spirit of
counsel and might, the
Spirit of knowledge and
the fear of the Lord.

And his delight shall

Continued on page 23
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Fear

Continued from page 22

be in the fear of the Lord.
(11:1-3)

Notice the Holy Spirit,
the great Comforter, is
called the Spirit of the
fear of Yahweh, and God’s
Messiah will delight in this
fear. This fear cannot be
terror or dread or else he
wouldn’t delight in it. This
is our King’s thrilled plea-
sure in his Father. It should
come as no surprise that
the fear of God is an ex-
plicit blessing of the new
covenant, for we have this
Spirit within us so that we
may share in Christ’s own
tremendous joy in God
(Jeremiah 32:38-40).

For the saints, as for
Christ, holy fear is the
affection of awestruck
adoration; it keeps us fix-
ated on him. The word fear
qualifies the kind of affec-
tion we should have in the
presence of God. In his

book Rejoice and Tremble,
Michael Reeves explains
how holy fear relates to
love and joy:

The living God is infi-
nitely perfect and quintes-
sentially, overwhelmingly
beautiful in every way:
his righteousness, his gra-
ciousness, his majesty, his
mercy, his all. And so we
do not love him aright if
our love is not a trembling,
overwhelmed, and fearful
love. In a sense, then, the
trembling “fear of God” is
a way of speaking about
the intensity of the saints’
love for and enjoyment of
all that God is. (Rejoice
and Tremble, 52)

In other words, fear
specifies the kind of love
and joy we should have for
God.

An acronym may help
draw these first two points
together:

F — Focus: Holy fear is
the proper response to see-
ing the glorious goodness
of the great God.

E - Evaluate: Holy fear
rightly evaluates the worth
of God as the source of all
goodness, truth, and beau-
ty.

A - Adore: Holy fear
is the adoring response
of a child to his heavenly
Father, an affection that
draws the saints toward
God.

R - Revere: Holy fear
is the experience of awe
and trembling thrill in the
presence of a Being who is
overwhelmingly holy, just,
and good.

Holy fear begins by fo-
cusing on God and evalu-
ating his worth and results
in the affectionate response
of adoring and revering
him.

3. Holy fear is the
foundation of all wis-
dom and happiness.

We all know the mantra
of biblical wisdom: “The
fear of the Lord is the be-
ginning of wisdom.” In
other words, awestruck
adoration is the founda-

tion of true wisdom, which
is the ability to see and
respond to God’s designs
in the world. As Solomon
says, “The wise person has
his eyes in his head” to see
the patterns of God’s ways
in the world (revealed in
his word) and go with the
grain of reality (Ecclesias-
tes 2:14).

But why is the fear of

marvel that all things are
from him and through him
and to him, you can never
be wise.

Moreover,  awestruck
adoration is also the foun-
dation of happiness. Psalm
112, a poem celebrating
the wonderful well-being
of those who practice awe-
struck adoration, begins,

Happy is the man who

the Lord the foundation of fears the Lord,

wisdom? Because without
an awestruck awareness of
God, you don’t know the
most fundamental thing
about anything. Watch al-
most any nature documen-
tary, and you’ll find as-
siduous study paired with
laughable folly. Have you
heard charming, sophis-
ticated voices like David
Attenborough’s marvel at
the design of some ani-
mal, and then attribute that
great work to natural se-
lection? They see the won-
drous works of God but do
not fear the God behind
the wonders. If you don’t

who greatly delights in
his commands.

(112:1)

Here we see another di-
mension of the happy man:
He fears God. Holy fear is
the foundation of his hap-
piness. And that fear is ex-
plained as delight in God’s
words — great delight.
This is not lukewarm af-
fection for God but delight
that threatens to burst the
bounds of our capacity,
like a flooded river buffet-
ing a flimsy dam. To fear
God is to be alive in the
fullest sense — to be hap-
py and wise and to tremble

before the majesty of our
King.

Invitation to Fear

Given the way many
Christians orient toward
the fear of God, as a gray
and dreary thing, a wet
blanket on our otherwise
warm affections for God, it
is easy to be left asking, Do
I dare to fear God? But if
we take seriously how the
Bible speaks about holy
fear as a pleasure to God,
as the blazing affection of
awestruck adoration, as
the bedrock of wisdom and
happiness, the better ques-
tion is, Do I dare not fear
God? Reeves reveals the
stakes in no unclear terms:

The living God is not
moderately happy but fear-
fully happy,

and when we have [holy]
fear, we enter into the joy
of our Master.

(Rejoice and Tremble,
59)

So, do you delight to
fear God? How could you
dare do otherwise?

+

He who has
the Son, has life.
1 John 5:12
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Kidnapped U.S. Missionary to Niger Released Safely, Sending Ministry
Confirms

P .

Kevin Rideout, kidnapped by militants in Niger in Octo-
ber 2025, has been released.

By Diana Chandler, Bap-
tist Press

Kevin Rideout, a U.S.
missionary to Niger
kidnapped by militants
in October 2025, has
been released in good
health, Serving in Mis-
sion International (SIM)
publicly confirmed
Aug. 14.

“We are grateful to
confirm that our good

friend and brother in
Christ, Kevin Rideout,
has been released af-
ter over nine months
in captivity,” SIM said.
“Kevinisin good health
in the care of U.S. of-
ficials. He will soon be
reunited with (his wife)
Krista, his children, and
his extended family.”
Three men suspected
of being jihadists had
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taken the a 50-year-old
pilot from his home in
Niamey Oct. 21. Ride-
out is believed to have
been released Aug.
13, but no group has
claimed responsibility
for the crime.

SIM, which previ-
ously made no public
comments on Rideout’s
ordeal, thanked Chris-
tians for their prayers
preceding his release.

“Krista and the rest
of Kevin’'s family are
profoundly  grateful
for the prayers offered
on their behalf by peo-
ple around the world
throughout his captiv-
ity, and in particular for
the deep level of prayer
and support offered by
our SIM family,” SIM
said. “We ask that you
respect the privacy of

the family while they
reconnect after this
time apart.”

Rideout is safely in
the U.S., President Don-
ald Trump announced
today on Truth Social.

“I am proud to an-
nounce that Kevin
Rideout, a wonder-
ful Christian mission-
ary, is back in United
States Custody,” Trump
said in a post. “Kevin
was kidnapped by Ji-
hadi terrorists in West
Africa — the epicenter
of Islamist terrorism,
where there have been
more deadly attacks in
the past year than any-
where else on Earth.
Kevin, the United
States of America looks
forward to welcoming
you home. Glad to have
helped!”

The U.S. State De-
partment had worked
for Rideout’s release,
the New York Times re-
ported, referencing two
anonymous sources.

“Details of how and
precisely where Mr.
Rideout was released
were unclear late Thurs-
day (Aug. 13),” the
Times reported, based
on the sources. “It was
unclear which terrorist
or criminal group held
Mr. Rideout at the end
of his captivity, as he
may have been moved
recently, one of the two
officials said.”

Rideout had been in
FBI custody, the Times
credited the sources as
saying and was in good
health based on proof-
of-life images.

Many Christians

hailed Rideout’s re-
lease, including evan-
gelist Franklin Graham.
“We thank God that
American missionary
Kevin Rideout has been
freed and is on his way
home!” Graham posted
early today. “This is
an answer to prayer! I
know that his wife and
four children are so
grateful and excited to
finally have him back.”
Only 0.3 percent of
Niger’s nearly 29 mil-
lion people are Chris-
tian, Open Doors U.S.
said in its 2026 World
Watch List of Christian
persecution,  ranking
Niger as 26 among the
50 nations where it is
most difficult to prac-
tice the faith. Islamic
oppression is the main
driver of persecution.
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