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Faith in the Fire: Kansas and Oklahoma Churches Respond as Wildfires 

Sweep the Plains

By Faith BroKar, Kansas 
Faith and Family

As powerful winds 
and dry conditions fueled 
multiple wildfires across 
southwest Kansas and the 
Oklahoma Panhandle this 
week, thousands of acres of 
prairie have burned, ranch-
ers have rushed to move 
livestock, and firefighters 
have worked around the 
clock to contain rapidly 
moving grass fires.

The largest blaze, known 
as the Ranger Road Fire, 
began in Beaver County, 
Oklahoma, before pushing 
north into southern Kansas. 
As of Feb. 19, the fire had 
burned more than 283,000 
acres and was only par-
tially contained, according 
to state emergency man-
agement officials. Several 
smaller fires remain active 
across the region.

Evacuations were issued 

in portions of southwest 
Kansas and the Oklahoma 
Panhandle as wind gusts 
exceeding 60 miles per 
hour, low humidity, and 
dry winter grasses created 
dangerous fire conditions. 
Fire officials report mul-
tiple structures have been 
damaged and several fire-
fighters have been injured 
while battling the blazes.

For many Plains fami-
lies, the fires are more 
than just headlines — they 
threaten pastureland, fenc-
ing, and livestock that 
represent livelihoods built 
over generations.

Agricultural experts say 
grass fires can devastate 
grazing land in a matter of 
hours. Ranchers in affect-
ed counties have worked 
quickly to relocate cattle 
and protect equipment 
while monitoring shifting 
wind directions.

Local officials continue 
urging residents to avoid 
outdoor burning and to re-
main prepared should con-
ditions worsen.

A Christian Response 

to Disaster
While much of the im-

mediate response has fo-
cused on firefighting and 
emergency management, 
churches in wildfire-affect-
ed regions often play a sig-
nificant role during times 
of crisis.

In previous wildfire di-
sasters across the country, 

congregations have opened 
their buildings as shelters, 
provided meals to evacuees 
and first responders, and 
organized supply drives for 
displaced families.

Pastor Alan Cross of 
Petaluma Valley Baptist 
Church in California told 
Baptist Press during a pre-
vious wildfire emergency, 

“The official city-run shel-
ters quickly overflowed 
so the city asked churches 
if they would help.” He 
added, “We didn’t have 
a plan… but we couldn’t 
comprehend not welcom-
ing people fleeing for 
their lives,” explaining his 
church’s decision to open 

Wildfire in Ashland on Feb. 18, 2026 (Courtesy: Ash-
land Fire Department)

A wildfire torches a house off Highway 160. (Courtesy: Comanche County Emer-
gency Management)
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Understanding Predestination:
A Biblical Doctrine That Has Shaped Christian Thought

Few doctrines have gen-
erated as much discussion 
among Christians as pre-
destination. For some, it is 
a source of deep comfort. 
For others, it raises difficult 
questions about free will 
and God’s justice. Regard-
less of perspective, predes-
tination is a biblical concept 
that has shaped Christian 
theology for centuries.

What Is Predestination?
The word “predestina-

tion” comes from passages 
in the New Testament that 
speak of God choosing or 
appointing people before-
hand. One of the clearest 
texts is found in Ephesians 
1:4–5:

“He chose us in Him be-
fore the foundation of the 
world… having predestined 
us to adoption as sons by 
Jesus Christ to Himself.”

Similarly, Romans 8:29–
30 describes those whom 
God “foreknew” as those 
He also “predestined” to be 
conformed to the image of 
His Son.

At its simplest, predes-
tination refers to the belief 
that God, in His sovereign-
ty, has determined certain 
outcomes — particularly 
concerning salvation — be-
fore they occur in history.

Different Christian Un-
derstandings

While nearly all Christian 
traditions affirm that God 
is sovereign, believers dif-
fer on how predestination 
works.

Reformed (Calvinist) 
View

Rooted in the teachings 
of John Calvin and later 
Reformed theology, this 
perspective emphasizes that 

salvation is entirely a work 
of God’s grace. According 
to this view:

• God sovereignly choos-
es individuals for salvation.

• Human beings, affected 
by sin, cannot initiate their 
own salvation.

• God’s choice is based on 
His mercy, not human merit.

For many in the Re-
formed tradition, predes-
tination highlights God’s 
glory and grace.

Arminian View
Named after theologian 

Jacobus Arminius, this per-
spective affirms that:

• God desires all to be 
saved.

• God’s foreknowledge 
includes knowing who will 
freely respond to His grace.

• Human beings have 
genuine responsibility in re-
sponding to the gospel.

In this understanding, 
predestination is tied to 
God’s foreknowledge rath-
er than an unconditional 
choice.

Why the Doctrine Mat-
ters

Though debated, pre-
destination touches on key 
questions:

• How sovereign is God?
• How responsible are hu-

mans?
• What is the nature of 

grace?
For many believers, the 

doctrine offers reassurance 
that salvation is secure — 
grounded in God’s eternal 
purpose rather than human 
performance. Others em-
phasize that Scripture also 
calls all people to repent 
and believe, highlighting 
both divine sovereignty and 
human responsibility.

A Historical Conversa-
tion

Throughout church his-
tory, Christian thinkers have 
wrestled with these ten-
sions. From Augustine in 
the early church to Reform-
ers in the 16th century and 
theologians today, predesti-
nation remains an important 
— though sometimes com-
plex — part of Christian 
doctrine.

Yet despite differences, 
orthodox Christian tradi-
tions agree on central truths:

• Salvation comes through 
Jesus Christ alone.

• Grace is necessary.
• Faith is essential.

• God is both just and 
merciful.

A Call to Humility
Because predestination 

involves deep mysteries 
about God’s eternal purpos-
es, many pastors encourage 
believers to approach the 
topic with humility. Scrip-
ture affirms both God’s 
sovereignty and human re-
sponsibility — truths that 
Christians continue to study 
and proclaim.

While Christians may 
not agree on every detail, 
the shared hope remains 
the same: salvation through 
Christ, offered by grace, re-
ceived by faith.
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Please Listen Up Girls and Boys

By Carl D. Everhart
Please listen up girls and 

boys, if you’re hungry to 
grow closer to the Lord, 
these words will speak to 
you.

Maybe you don’t have 
parents who advise you to 
do this, or don’t do that, 
but you have a Heavenly 
Father Who always has 
your back and will never 
leave you or turn against 
you. Everyday Satan casts 
a vote for you, Jesus casts a 
vote for you, and you get to 
cast the deciding vote. God 
desires you to live your life 
for Him, whole-heartedly, 
not lukewarm. If you have 
the desire to live your life 

for Him, in His will, then 
you must first learn what 
His will is. He knows life 
today is not always easy, 
and you certainly don’t 
need me to remind you of 
that.

Maybe Satan has already 
tempted you with situa-
tions your parents have 
never experienced. But that 
doesn’t mean they don’t 
understand the difficulties 
you face from day to day. 
Because of your free will, 
as you mature, you’ll get 
to make more and more 
of the choice’s life sends 
your way. Unfortunately, 
you will not be free from 
the consequences of those 
choices. In fact, you’ll be 
faced with many decisions 
that will have an impact on 
the rest of your life, posi-
tively or negatively.

The fear of the Lord 
brings wisdom that will 
lead to making decisions 
you’ll never regret. This 
kind of fear is founded 
on deep respect and great 
appreciation for the high 
price Jesus paid for your 

sins, and the fear of Him 
requiring you to pay for 
your sins, if you fail to 
ask Him to pay for them 
instead. I’m not saying to 
live in fear, I’m saying that, 
if you listen to it and let it, 
fear can be your friend, like 
telling you to move away 
from the edge of the Grand 
Canyon. Having no fear or 
reverence for the Lord is a 
sure-fire way to get to Hell. 
I don’t know about you, but 
that makes me shake in my 
boots.

Regardless of your age, 
there are few things that 
will have a greater impact 
on your life than hanging 
out with the wrong crowd. 
The best friend you can 
have is one who will take 
you closer to the Lord. 
Your second-best friend 
may be the one you take 
closer to the Lord. My 
point is for you to pick 
your friends and not let 
them pick you. Be prepared 
for the world to openly 
discriminate against you, 
because you believe every 
relationship should be in 

accordance with Biblical 
standards, this includes not 
dating anyone who’s not 
equally yoked with you. 
Many around you may 
even become violent, be-
cause they don’t want to be 
reminded that their behav-
ior is an abomination to the 
Lord. Just remember that 
while you are not required 
to attend every argument 
you’re invited to, you are 
required to love everyone. 
Remember also that every 
God-fearing, born-again, 
child of God is a little girl 
or a little boy, regardless of 
age.

Girls, maybe you’re tired 
of someone telling you that 
many of the boys you’ll 
meet are just out to take 
advantage of you, howev-
er, some aren’t. The sooner 
you learn that there are 
some things you should be 
afraid of, like rattlesnakes, 
and what may happen if 
you’re reclining in the 
back seat of a parked car, 
with a really cute boy, on 
a dark deserted back road, 
the sooner you’ll avoid a 
bad decision. Don’t let any 

boy steal one of the most 
precious gifts you can give 
to your husband on your 
wedding night, your vir-
ginity. Any boy claiming 
to love you will honor you 
with the patience needed 
to sanctify your marriage. 
I know boys, and some of 
them will try everything in 
their power to defile you, 
one way or another.

Boys, girls can also de-
file you, and you’ll be held 
just as accountable for it. 
While you may think it will 
be easy to walk away from 
a new life you have helped 
create, you will also regret 
it - forever. While it was 
Eve who plucked the fruit 
from the forbidden tree, 

the responsibility for that 
sin was placed squarely on 
Adam. Also, peer pressure 
is a real thing, and, if you 
let it, it can force you to do 
things you will regret for 
the rest of your life.

Waiting on God’s plan 
for your life is well worth 
the wait.

Dear Heavenly Father, 
may these words find the 
young heart that wants 
to do Your Will as they 
strengthen their faith and 
trust in Your Word. Amen.

To read more from this 
Prodigal son, lay pas-
tor, apologist, and sinner 
(saved by grace), search: 
everhartandsoul.com (then 
select “Blog”).

OOrrddeerr  EEaarrllyy  
TToo  GGeett  TThhee  ppeerrffeecctt  

PPrroomm  CCoorrssaaggee  oorr  BBoouuttoonnnniieerree

620-227-2451
500 N. 2nd Ave.  Dodge City

New Owners: Sandy & Kyle Krout and Mike &Marsha Weber
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509 N. 2nd, Ste. 4  Dodge City
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If God Is Sovereign, Why Bother to Share Your Faith?
By Timothy Z. Witmer
God did not teach us the 

reality of His rule in order 
to give us an excuse for ne-
glecting His orders. — J.I. 
Packer

The sovereignty of God 
in the matter of salvation is 
controversial to many, but 
the Scriptures are clear that 
the identity of those who 
will be saved is ultimately 
God’s choice. This is of-
fensive to many because, 
they say, “it is not fair.” The 
Bible refers to those who 
are chosen by God as His 
“elect:” His sovereignty in 
election is seen throughout 
Scripture. Of all who were 
alive in the ancient world at 
the time, God chose Abram, 
through whom He would 
establish a nation to wor-
ship and glorify Him. From 
all the nations of the earth, 
God chose Israel to be His 
people. Here is the rationale:

It was not because you 
were more in number than 
any other people that the 
Lord set his love on you and 
chose you, for you were the 
fewest of all peoples, but it 
is because the Lord loves 
you and is keeping the oath 
that he swore to your fathers, 
that the Lord has brought 
you out with a mighty hand 

and redeemed you from the 
house of slavery, from the 
hand of Pharaoh king of 
Egypt. Know therefore that 
the Lord your God is God, 
the faithful God who keeps 
covenant and steadfast love 
with those who love him and 
keep his commandments, 
to a thousand generations. 
(Deut. 7:7–9)

Notice the emphasis that 
the ground of God’s choice 
was nothing about the peo-
ple in particular but rather 
all about His sovereign love 
exercised in His plan and 
purpose.

When we look in the 
New Testament, we have 
the same language applied 
to those who have come to 
faith in Christ. In his letter 
to the Ephesians, the Apostle 
Paul writes:

Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us 
in Christ with every spiri-
tual blessing in the heavenly 
places, even as he chose us 
in him before the founda-
tion of the world, that we 
should be holy and blame-
less before him. In love he 
predestined us for adoption 
to himself as sons through 
Jesus Christ, according to 
the purpose of his will, to the 

praise of his glorious grace, 
with which he has blessed us 
in the Beloved. (Eph. 1:3–6, 
emphasis added)

The origin of our salva-
tion, and every blessing that 
comes with it, is in God’s 
choice. This choice could 
not have ultimately been 
ours because it was “be-
fore the foundation of the 
world.” In case we have any 
doubt about what he intends 
by this language, Paul adds, 
“In love he predestined us 
for adoption” and that this 
is “according to the pur-
pose of his will.” Our salva-
tion finds its origin in God. 
R.C. Sproul observes: “The 
redemption of His people, 
the salvation of His church, 
my eternal salvation, these 
actions are not a postscript 
to the Divine activity. In-
stead, from the very founda-
tion of the world, God had 
a sovereign plan to save a 
significant portion of the 
human race, and He moves 
heaven and earth to bring it 
to pass.”1

Specifically, bringing all 
these blessings to pass re-
quired the mission of Jesus 
to come into the world and 
pay the penalty for the sins 
of the elect. This is why 
we are reminded that these 

blessings are “in Christ,” 
that God chose us “in him,” 
that we are predestined to 
adoption “through Jesus 
Christ,” and that all are “in 
the Beloved.”

Paul doesn’t end there. He 
reemphasizes God’s sover-
eign grace in our salvation 
by adding, “In him we have 
obtained an inheritance, 
having been predestined ac-
cording to the purpose of 
him who works all things ac-
cording to the counsel of his 
will, so that we who were the 
first to hope in Christ might 
be to the praise of his glory” 
(Eph. 1:11–12). Again, the 
emphasis is on His purpose 
and His will.

Similarly, John focuses 
on this in the prologue to his 
gospel. After observing that 
many did not welcome Je-
sus, he adds, “But to all who 

did receive him, who be-
lieved in his name, he gave 
the right to become children 
of God, who were born, not 
of blood nor of the will of the 
flesh nor of the will of man, 
but of God” (John 1:12–13 
). John notes that there are 
those who do “receive” and 
“believe,” but that the ul-
timate determining factor 
is not their will but God’s. 
Here we see that balance 
between human responsibil-
ity and God’s sovereignty, 
but there is no doubt that the 
preeminent component is 
the will of God.

In His remarkable night-
time conversation with the 
inquiring Nicodemus, Jesus 
declares, “Truly, truly, I say 
to you, unless one is born 
again he cannot see the king-
dom of God” (John 3:3). In-
terestingly, the very familiar 

language of being “born 
again” is the translation of 
the Greek words “born from 
above.”2 Leon Morris de-
scribes the contrast between 
human birth and the new life 
in Christ: “The new birth is 
always sheer miracle. All 
human initiative is ruled 
out. Men are born ‘of God’: 
They can be born in no other 
way.”3 Similarly, you can 
hear the divine initiative in 
these words of Jesus: “All 
that the Father gives me will 
come to me” (John 6:37); 
“no one can come to me un-
less the Father who sent me 
draws him” (John 6:44). As 
both contexts reveal, this 
does not dismiss the human 
response of faith but rather 
focuses on the divine origin 
of salvation.
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its doors.
Similarly, Pastor Doug 

Crowder of Magalia Pines 
Baptist Church reflected 
during wildfire recovery 
efforts, “God just keeps 
providing,” describing how 
volunteers and donations 
sustained their outreach 
ministry.

In Maui following the 
Lahaina fires, Pastor Jay 
Haynes of Kahului Baptist 
Church told Baptist Press, 
“We’re not going back to 
normal… There’s no way 
to move forward acting 
like nothing happened,” 
emphasizing the long-term 
role churches often serve 
after the flames are extin-
guished.

These accounts illustrate 
how Christian congrega-
tions frequently respond 
during natural disasters 
— not by speculation, but 
through service, prayer, 
and practical support.

While Scripture ac-
knowledges the destructive 
power of fire, it also speaks 
repeatedly of God’s pres-
ence during trials.

Psalm 66:12 reads, “We 
went through fire and 
through water, yet you 
brought us out into a place 
of abundance.” Many pas-
tors have pointed to this 

verse as encouragement 
during the current crisis.

Christian leaders caution 
against interpreting natural 
disasters as acts of divine 
punishment. Instead, they 
emphasize compassion, 
service, and prayer.

“In moments like this, 
our calling is not specula-
tion — it’s service,” anoth-
er regional ministry leader 
said. “We pray, we help our 
neighbors, and we trust the 
Lord with what we cannot 
control.”

How Readers Can Help
• Faith communities are 

encouraging:
•  Prayer for firefighters 

and first responders
• Support for displaced 

families
• Donations of hay or 

fencing supplies for im-
pacted ranchers

• Checking on elderly 
neighbors or those living in 
rural areas

As fire crews continue 
their work and weather 
conditions remain unpre-
dictable, many across the 
Plains are leaning on both 
practical preparedness and 
spiritual resilience. In a re-
gion where faith runs deep 
and community ties run 
even deeper, the response 
has reflected a simple but 
powerful truth: even when 
the prairie burns, hope re-
mains.

Continued from page 1

Fires

Q: I notice that you use Evangelist as your title rather than the 
title Reverend that most preachers seem to use. Is there a reason for 
that, or is it just personal preference?
A: When a man or woman accepts ordination, they enter 
into a covenant with the body that ordains them, and that 
covenant includes following certain rules and basic doc-
trines. The body that ordained me is a small group of Full 
Gospel churches in north Texas with the mother church in 
Fort Worth. That body ordains to one or more of the five of-
fices listed in Ephesians 4:11: “And He gave some, apostles; 
and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pas-
tors and teachers.” I was originally ordained as an evangelist 
and a few years later added ordination as a pastor. I use the 
title of Evangelist for two reasons: first, it is the office that 
I’ve held longest and, second, I am not currently pastoring 
a church and, therefore, do not see myself as operating in 
the office of Pastor. While I am also not as active in the office 
of Evangelist as I might prefer right now, I know that I am 
doing everything that God is asking of me at this time and 
waiting expectantly to be asked to do more as God opens 
the doors.
The second reason that I don’t use (nor care to use) the title 
Reverend comes from the pastor who sponsored my original 
ordination. The word “reverend” appears only once in the 
Bible, in Psalm 111:9, which says (in part), “Holy and rever-
end is His name.” If the only Biblical reference to the word 
“reverend” lists it as a name of God, imagine the amount of 
ego that I, knowing that and not having received that title 
from my ordaining body, would need to claim that title for 
myself. If an ordaining body confers that title with ordina-
tion (as, for example, the Assemblies of God, who ordained a 
friend from high school as a missionary and pastor with the 
title Reverend), that is their choice and I will not denounce 
their freedom in Christ to operate as they see fit (unless, of 
course, they are advocating the approval of behaviors that 
the Bible clearly says are sins). The body that ordained me 
is silent on the subject of using the title Reverend, and I 
know that some of our people, particularly pastors, use it, 
although I suspect that is generally a matter of fitting in with 
local ministerial alliances.
While I may disagree with a doctrine or the use of a title, 
much of our Christian Walk is a mixture of general truths 
that we all follow and personal revelations or even just 
preferences that we exercise within our freedom in Christ. 
I don’t use the title Reverend, neither will I accept anyone 
other than my kids calling me Father (and I prefer Dad in 
their case anyway). However, if I know that I am talking to 
a Catholic priest I will call him Father because the Roman 
Catholic church ordained him with that title (I admittedly 
kind of choke on calling the Pope “Your Holiness” in light 
of Isaiah 64:6, “All of our righteousnesses are as filthy rags,” 
which says to me that no man is holy). I may not, as a mat-
ter of both ordination title and conscience, not use the title 
Reverend for myself, but I don’t denounce other ministers 
who do use it.
I welcome reader questions. E-mail your question to an-
swer67547@gmail.com.

Ziegler Funeral Chapel
Family Owned & Operated

620-225-0518
www.zieglerfuneralchapel.com

     1901 N. 14th Ave.              102 N. Main
Dodge City, KS 67801    Cimarron, KS 67835
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A Disciple’s Journey: The Call.
By Micah Powell, Grace 

Community Church, Great 
Bend

In The Pilgrim’s Prog-
ress, a man named Chris-
tian sets off from the City 
of Destruction with a bur-
den on his back and a Book 
in his hand. He doesn’t 
have all the answers, but 
he does have a call. That’s 
how every journey with 
God begins—not with cer-
tainty, but with a call.

In Genesis 12, God calls 
a man named Abram to 
leave everything famil-
iar and follow Him into 
the unknown. There were 
no travel plans. No safety 
nets. No Google Maps. 
Just the word of God and 
a promise. That moment 
in history was not just the 
beginning of Abram’s per-
sonal story—it was the be-
ginning of a journey that 
would eventually lead to 
Jesus Christ and the invi-
tation for all of us to walk 
by faith. So what does that 
mean for us today?

1. God’s Call Inter-
rupts Our Comfort

Genesis 12:1 opens with 
a divine interruption: “Go 

from your country and 
your kindred and your fa-
ther’s house to the land 
that I will show you.” That 
might sound noble, but it 
was risky. Abram was 75 
years old. He had roots, 
wealth, and relationships. 
Yet God tells him to uproot 
it all and follow Him to an 
unnamed place.

This is how God often 
works. He doesn’t give 
us the whole picture—He 
gives us Himself. And He 
calls us to trust Him enough 
to leave behind whatever is 
keeping us from fully fol-
lowing. That might be old 
habits. It might be comfort. 
It might be control.

God does not reveal the 
goal to us, but leads us step 
by step through His Word.

2. God’s Call Anchors 
Us in His Promise

When God calls us, He 
doesn’t just ask us to leave 
something. He gives us a 
new purpose. In Genesis 
12:2-3, God tells Abram: 

“I will make of you a 
great nation, and I will 
bless you and make your 
name great, so that you 
will be a blessing... and in 

you all the families of the 
Earth shall be blessed.”

That promise wasn’t just 
for Abram—it was for the 
world. Through Abram’s 
family, Jesus would one 
day come. God’s plan 
wasn’t just to bless one 
man, but to bring salvation 
to all nations. That means 
your calling, if you’re in 
Christ, is bigger than you. 
You’re blessed to be a 
blessing.

“It is not God’s will to 
bless Abram and his pos-
terity for their selfish en-
joyment but for the bless-
ing of the whole world.”

3. A Disciple Responds 
in Obedience

Verse 4 says, “So Abram 
went, as the Lord had told 
him.” That’s what faith 
looks like in motion. Not 
perfect understanding. Not 
bulletproof plans. Just sim-
ple obedience.

And this wasn’t a pri-
vate act. Abram took his 
wife, his nephew, and his 
entire household. His faith 
moved his family. He trav-
eled into unknown lands, 
surrounded by pagan al-
tars—and what did he do? 

He built his own altar and 
worshiped the one true 
God.

That’s the heartbeat of 
a disciple. You obey, even 
when the path is unclear. 
You worship, even when 
the world doesn’t. You 
move forward because 
the One who called you is 
faithful.

“Only he who believes is 
obedient, and only he who 
is obedient believes.” – Di-
etrich Bonhoeffer

So let me ask: Is God 
calling you to take a step 
of faith? Maybe it’s join-
ing a local church. Maybe 
it’s walking away from sin. 
Maybe it’s simply saying, 
“Lord, I trust You, even if 
I don’t understand every-
thing.”

Your first steps may 
be small: praying daily, 

sharing your story with a 
friend, and making wor-
ship a priority. But small 
steps in obedience lead to a 
lifetime of transformation.

Of course, none of us 
walks this path perfectly. 
Abram didn’t. We don’t. 
That’s why the good news 
is so necessary. Jesus 
walked the road of obe-
dience perfectly. He left 
heaven, entered our bro-
ken world, and obeyed the 
Father to the cross. And 
because of His perfect life 
and sacrificial death, we 
can be forgiven, made new, 
and called into a new life 
of faith.

So the invitation isn’t 
to fix yourself up and then 
follow Jesus. It’s to fol-
low Him now, just as you 
are, and trust Him to lead, 
change, and use you.

In The Lord of the Rings, 
Frodo is asked to carry a 
burden he doesn’t fully un-
derstand. “I will take the 
Ring,” he says, “though 
I do not know the way.” 
That’s the heart of a dis-
ciple. Not full knowledge. 
Just faithful obedience.

Friend, the journey of 
discipleship starts with a 
call. God still speaks. And 
if you’re reading this, it 
may be that He’s speak-
ing to you. Don’t wait for 
every question to be an-
swered. Take the step. The 
One who calls you is faith-
ful, and He will lead you 
all the way home.

*This article was initial-
ly preached at Grace Com-
munity Church on June 
1, 2025, by Pastor Micah 
Powell and subsequently 
published as an article.*
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Kansas Church Serving Rural Communities through
Revitalization as Multiplication

With a heart for rural churches in small communities, Valley Community Church is helping surrounding 
congregations thrive.

Walking into the small 
Assemblies of God church 
in Larned, Kansas, Ryan 
Webster could not have 
imagined the ministry in-
fluence that was about to 
unfold in rural communi-
ties across the state.

A fourth-generation 
AG adherent, Webster felt 
called into the ministry 
at just 15 years old. After 
graduating from Evangel 
University, he worked as a 
professional counselor for 
four years before follow-
ing the Lord’s leading into 
full-time pulpit ministry. In 
2000, Webster and his wife 
took their first pastoral po-
sition as youth ministers 
and served faithfully for 
over three years. However, 
the couple quickly began 
to feel that their next role 
would be as senior pastors. 

After prayerfully search-
ing for a church, the Web-
sters became aware of Val-
ley Community Church, 
formerly Larned Assembly 
of God, a congregation that 
needed revitalization in the 
small town of Larned. With 
a small 2,000-square-foot 
building and regular at-
tendance of about 20, the 
Websters began to seek 
God’s will concerning 
the church. While the pair 
had always had a heart for 
church planting, they had 
not given much thought to 
revitalization. Yet, in obe-
dience, the Websters ac-
cepted the position.  

“I told God I would 
give the church at least 
20 years, the best years of 

my life, but that I wanted 
to be able to raise my kids 
in this church,” says Web-
ster. “God honored that and 
all three of my kids grew 
up at Valley Community 
Church.”

In 2011, eight years into 
his pastorate, Webster be-
gan driving in a 60-mile 
radius around Larned, 
praying for the small com-
munities and dreaming 
what God might be able to 
do in them. As a photogra-
phy hobbyist, Webster also 
began taking photographs 
of the water towers or grain 
elevators that bore the 
names of the communities 
through which he drove.

“I took the photos back 
to the church, hung them 
on the wall, and we began 
praying over the smaller 
communities that surround-
ed us,” he says. “I believe 
that is when God birthed 
the vision for our church to 
do what He has been em-
powering us to do.”

In November of 2017, 
the church started a capital 
campaign to build a new fa-
cility that would accommo-
date the church’s growth. 
Yet in the middle of the 
COVID pandemic, many 
things were put on hold 
regarding the construction. 
Webster describes that sea-
son as a “holding pattern” 
from the Holy Spirit.

Assemblies of God 
Kansas Ministry Network 
Superintendent Nathan 
Sheridan says, “Ryan has 
walked through seasons of 
leadership that could have 

crippled many others. In-
stead of breaking, he chose 
to become tender before 
the Lord. That tenderness 
produced humility, open-
ness, and a steady strength 
that God is now using far 
beyond his local context.”  

As he managed rising 
construction prices to the 
tune of an extra $1 million 
and delayed advancement, 
he was “shocked” when he 
felt God asking him if he 
was willing to plant a new 
church while building the 
new facility.

Though uncertain, yet 
completely reliant on the 
Lord, Webster said, “I am 
willing.”

Not long after, Webster 
was contacted by a church 
in a rural community 
20 miles west of Larned 

whose population was only 
220 people. The church 
had broken away from its 
former denomination and 
was seeking spiritual cov-
ering and family. Though 
its weekly attendance was 
less than 15 people, it was 
the last remaining church 
in the community, and they 
knew that God was calling 
them forward to greater 
things.

Through prayer, conver-
sations, and theological 
dialogue, the church offi-
cially asked to become an 
AG campus of the church.

On September 3rd, of 
2023, Valley Community 
Church launched its first 
multisite campus. One 
week later, on September 
10th, the church held its 
first service in the newly 

finished building.
This year, Webster was 

again asked to take on an-
other church as a third cam-
pus in the same scenario. 
Just 60 miles away in a 
rural community, a newer 
church plant without senior 
leadership has officially 
found spiritual family with 
Valley Community Church.

“Last week, I had an-

other call about adding a 
fourth church to our cam-
pus. Our goal is to continue 
looking out for communi-
ties smaller than Larned, 
helping revitalize rural 
churches that are in need of 
support to continue reach-
ing their community,” says 
Webster.
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A Little Bit of Laughter and Fun
Proverbs 17:22 – “Laughter is like taking a good medicine.”

Mikey’s Funnies
One day on the way home from church a little girl 

turned to her mother and said, “Mommy, the preacher’s 
sermon this morning confused me.”

The mother said, “Oh! Why is that?
The girl replied, “Well, he said that God is bigger than 

we are. Is that true?”
“Yes, that’s true,” the mother replied.
“He also said that God lives within us.  Is that true 

too?”
Again the mother replied, “Yes.”
“Well,” said the girl. “If God is bigger than us and he 

lives in us, wouldn’t He show through?”

The word “trousers” is an uncommon noun because it 
is singular at the top and plural at the bottom.

When the new patient was settled comfortably on the 
couch, the psychiatrist began his therapy session.

“I’m not aware of your problem,” the doctor said. “So 
perhaps, you should start at the very beginning.”

“Of course.” replied the patient. “In the beginning, I 
created the Heavens and the Earth...”

Answers in next
month’s issue
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Answers to last week’s 
Crossword

Americans & Christians Agree: Morality’s All Relative
Dr. Rodney Crowell
Sorry, but those are the 

facts. New data from the 
American Worldview In-
ventory 2025, conducted 
by the Cultural Research 
Center at Arizona Chris-
tian University, explains: 
while an earlier (May 2) 
survey showed that two out 
of three American adults 
currently reject or doubt 
the existence of absolute 
moral truth, now even sub-
stantial majorities of some 
of the largest CHRISTIAN 
groups reject absolute mo-
rality, including 69% of 
Catholics and 61% of those 
who attend a mainline 
Protestant church.

Worse is the fact that half 
of the adults considered to 
be “spiritually conserva-
tive” and who identify as 
“born-again Christians” 
admit to rejecting absolute 
moral truth as well.  Not a 
good sign.  

The survey also reveals 

how Americans most of-
ten make their moral 
choices, basing them on 
their emotional reaction to 
a situation.  Three out of 
four adults in the general 
population (74% actually) 
which includes Christians, 
admit that they simply 
“trust their gut” rather than 
refer to any rule-based or 
Bible-based moral code.  

This contrasts with what 
researcher George Barna 
found in 2002 when he 
wrote this:  “Nearly four 
out of ten teens (38%) 
and three out of ten adults 
(31%) described...doing 
whatever feels right...as 
their primary consider-
ation.”  Merely compar-
ing the raw percentages 
between 2002 and 2025 
indicates that the number 
of “follow your heart” kind 
of moral relativists has 
DOUBLED in one gen-
eration.  Whatever differ-
ences in survey methods 

or populations you want 
to argue, that also is a bad 
sign; for when you reject 
any external help in mak-
ing moral decisions, only 
the yardstick of feelings is 
left – a very elastic kind of 
ruler which is not consis-
tent in measuring anything.  
Merely saying you follow 
the Bible is rather mislead-
ing if you don’t actually 
use it when push comes to 
shove.

How did we get here?  
We let it happen.  Sure, Hol-
lywood promoted the mes-
sage relentlessly.  Some 
sample movie quotes:  
“Listen to your heart, 
and you’ll find the truth!” 
(Tender Heart Bear); “Just 
follow your heart; That’s 
what I do.” (Napoleon Dy-
namite). In part, the crucial 
moral background of God’s 
revealed written Word got 
buried under an avalanche 
of cinematic or musical 
emotion.  Additionally, the 

forced indoctrination of the 
education establishment 
insisted that morality was 
purely a “social construct” 
– an idea that prepared the 
way for the progressive 
or “woke” movement to 
exploit Christian compas-
sion by forcing acceptance 
of behaviors contrary to 
historic Biblical norms 
(homosexuality, transgen-
derism, for example).  Al-
lie Beth Stuckey’s recent 
book TOXIC EMPATHY 
(2024) exposes the lies 
pushed through the “open 
heart” door of Americans, 
like “Abortion is Health 
Care,” “Trans Women Are 

Women,” “Love Is Love,” 
and “No Human Is Illegal.”  
Her Biblical responses to 
them do much to speak the 
truth in love and to insist 
that all lives be considered 
in our moral discourse, not 
merely the ones concern-
ing “politically correct” 
minorities.  She encourag-
es Bible-focused believers 
to stand their ground gently 
yet firmly.

For if we fail to do so 
in our homes, churches, 
schools, hospitals and 
other public institutions, 
then “society” rather than 
the Bible becomes the ul-
timate arbiter of good or 

evil and government its 
enforcer. As Christians, we 
all have the obligation to 
direct society’s attention to 
the “Higher Power” who is 
God, and to obey His Word 
ourselves.  For as Selwyn 
Duke observes in his “New 
American” report on this 
survey, “If God isn’t our 
highest power, government 
will be. So be warned: that 
‘convenient,’ feelings-
guided, sin-justifying, 
whatever-works-for-you 
worldview comes at a very, 
very high price.”  One that 
we should ALL refuse to 
pay!
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Faith

Paul reminds his readers 
that faith itself is a gift from 
God. Returning to Paul’s 
letter to the Ephesians, he 
tells his readers: “For by 
grace you have been saved 
through faith. And this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift 
of God, not a result of works, 
so that no one may boast” 
(Eph. 2:8–9). Even the faith 
that saves is “the gift of 
God.” This is what grace is 
all about. Our salvation from 
start to finish is God’s gift to 
sinners. The Puritan Samuel 
Bolton writes:

This leaves no room for 
human boasting. If there was 
anything of man’s bringing, 
which was not of God’s be-
stowing, though it were nev-
er so small, it would over-
turn the nature of grace, and 
make that of works which is 
of grace.4

If there were one iota of 
human merit or effort in 
our salvation, there would 
always be “room for boast-
ing.” But salvation is not 
merely a change of attitude 
or a change in the way we 
think; it is a total transfor-
mation, beginning with the 
heart.

When it comes to the de-
cision to believe, the Scrip-
tures teach that, yes, humans 
choose, but the divine choice 
comes first. People choose, 
but God chooses first. In the 
words of Jesus, “You did 
not choose me,* but I chose 
you* and appointed you that 
you should go and bear fruit 
and that your fruit should 
abide” (John 15:16, empha-
sis added).

After clearly articulating 
the doctrine of election in 
Romans, Paul anticipates 
objections to the preemi-
nence of God’s choice:

You will say to me then, 

‘Why does he still find fault? 
For who can resist his will?’ 
But who are you, O man, 
to answer back to God? 
Will what is molded say to 
its molder, ‘Why have you 
made me like this?’ Has the 
potter no right over the clay, 
to make out of the same lump 
one vessel for honorable use 
and another for dishonorable 
use? (Rom. 9:19–21).

He writes, “So then he 
has mercy on whomever he 
wills, and he hardens whom-
ever he wills” (Rom. 9:18). 
Do you hear what Paul is 
saying with regard to the 
matter of salvation? “God is 
God and I’m not.”

So What’s the Problem?
The argument goes that 

if God has ordained the 
number of those who will 
be saved, then why bother 
to share the gospel? The 
extreme expression of this 
view would go so far as to 
say that we shouldn’t even 
bother to send missionar-
ies to the “lost:’ If they are 
elect, God will save them 
without your help, thank you 
very much. There is no need 
for missionaries, preachers, 
or evangelists, according to 
this viewpoint. This is an 
unfortunate and inaccurate 
mischaracterization.

If the end or goal is the 
salvation of the elect, the 
means ordained to bring 
them to that end is the 
preaching of the good news 
of Jesus Christ, who lived a 
perfect life, died for sin, and 
rose from the dead.

We must reiterate the bib-
lical emphasis on human re-
sponsibility. Whenever one 
speaks of the sovereignty 
of God, as we have seen 
several times, it is impor-
tant to be reminded of the 
Bible’s emphasis on human 
responsibility. Being a sov-
ereigntist is not to embrace a 
“let go and let God” attitude 
toward life but rather to live 

one’s life in faith and obedi-
ence. Though Paul was com-
pletely secure in Christ and 
convinced of God’s promise 
to bring him to his heavenly 
home, he was also con-
vinced of his own responsi-
bility to follow in faith. Af-
ter assuring the Philippians 
of their security in Christ, he 
goes on to remind them to 
“work out your own salva-
tion with fear and trembling, 
for it is God who works in 
you, both to will and to work 
for his good pleasure” (Phil. 
2:12–13). He is saying that 
our salvation is a wonderful 
gift that is to be put to good 
use. We are called to yield 
to the Lord and walk in His 
ways through the power He 
provides. Paul describes his 
own attitude with the words 
of the runner moving toward 
the finish line: “press on,” 
“straining forward,” and 
“I press on toward the goal 
for the prize of the upward 
call of God in Christ Jesus” 
(Phil. 3:12–14). The Bible 
teaches God’s sovereignty 
and human responsibility. 
J.I. Packer relates Charles 
Spurgeon’s words on the 

topic:
C.H. Spurgeon was once 

asked if he could reconcile 
these two truths to each 
other. “I wouldn’t try,” he 
replied; “I never reconcile 
friends.” Friends?—yes, 
friends. This is the point we 
have to grasp. In the Bible, 
divine sovereignty and hu-
man responsibility are not 
enemies. They are not un-
easy neighbors; they are not 
in an endless state of cold 
war with each other. They 
are friends, and they work 
together.5

Therefore, the answer to 
the question “Why bother 
to share your faith?” is the 
same as it was for the ques-
tion “Why bother to pray?” 
God has ordained not only 
the end but the means to that 
end. He has ordained not 
only who will be saved but 
how they will be saved. If 
the end or goal is the salva-
tion of the elect, the means 
ordained to bring them to 
that end is the preaching 
of the good news of Jesus 
Christ, who lived a perfect 
life, died for sin, and rose 
from the dead.

Paul describes it this way:
“Everyone who calls on 

the name of the Lord will 
be saved.” How then will 
they call on him in whom 
they have not believed? 
And how are they to believe 
in him of whom they have 
never heard? And how are 
they to hear without some-
one preaching? And how 
are they to preach unless 
they are sent? As it is writ-
ten, “How beautiful are the 
feet of those who preach the 
good news!” (Rom. 10:13–
15).

This is the divine dynamic 
that the Lord has designed to 
occur in the salvation of the 
elect. He has entrusted the 
precious gospel of salvation 
to fallen yet redeemed peo-
ple. This is truly an amazing 
privilege and responsibility 
for Christians. As we will 
see next, the sovereignty 

of God in salvation should 
motivate us to embrace this 
task.

Since God Is Sovereign, 
Share Your Faith Fervently

Since we know that there 
will be those who will re-
spond to the gospel, we 
should be the most zealous 
in proclaiming the good 
news. I think you would 
agree that Paul was a sover-
eigntist, one who believed in 
the absolute sovereignty of 
God in all things, including 
salvation. Believing these 
truths didn’t cause him to 
shrink from gospel preach-
ing because God would save 
His elect. No, the man who 
most clearly articulated this 
truth was arguably the most 
passionate and effective 
missionary in the history of 
the church. Why? Because 

Continued on page 11
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He continues, “There are 
opportunities out there that 
people may not truly under-
stand. We aren’t out to ‘take 
over’ churches, we want as 
many rural communities as 
possible to have healthy, 
life giving churches.”

There have been an ad-
ditional seven offers pre-
sented to Webster for revi-
talization opportunities in 
recent years.

For Webster, build-
ing healthy churches also 
means building up healthy 
leaders. He and his team 
have created a culture of 
investing in the next gener-
ation which has resulted in 
every single pastor within 
their church growing from 
the pew into the pulpit. 
“We can’t do this without a 
team,” Webster says, “and 

we want to be intentional in 
building that team.”

“The Lord is entrusting 
him with opportunities that 
only Heaven could orches-
trate” Sheridan says. “As 
a Network, we have been 
praying for the bold vision 
of planting 15 churches in 
5 years. I assumed it would 
happen in the traditional 
way. But God had other 
plans.”

Sheridan added, “I honor 
Pastor Ryan Webster. His 
faithfulness has strength-
ened our Network. His re-
silience has encouraged our 
pastors. And his obedience 
is helping reshape the spiri-
tual landscape of western 
Kansas.”

Reflecting on the past 22 
years of blessing, Webster 
is thankful that God has 
grown Valley Community 
Church into a vibrant hub 
of ministry and the launch-
ing point of a growing 
multisite movement that is 
breathing new life into ru-
ral communities.

Continued from page 7

Valley
Continued from page 10

Faith

he knew that God’s elect 
were out there and would re-
spond to the good news. He 
is known to us through the 
narrative of his gospel ex-
ploits throughout the Medi-
terranean world.

Luke, the chronicler of 
Paul’s ministry in the book 
of Acts, gives an important 
note after the remarkable re-
sponse of the whole city of 
Pisidian Antioch to the gos-
pel. He tells us that “as many 
as were appointed to eternal 
life believed” (Acts 13:48). 
The analysis of their suc-
cess did not focus on their 
human effort. Luke doesn’t 
write, “Paul was really on 
fire today!” Their proclama-
tion of the gospel was made 
effective when joined with 
the transforming power of 
the Spirit in the hearts of the 
elect, who were among the 
listeners.

The greatest evangelists 
in history were sovereign-
tists who believed that the 

Lord would use their procla-
mation of the gospel to bring 
people to faith in Jesus. This 
includes John Calvin, who 
was one of the most prolific 
church planters in history. 
John Starke reinforces this 
point:

By 1555, Calvin and 
his Geneva supporters had 
planted five churches in 
France. Four years later, they 
had planted 100 churches in 
France. By 1562, Calvin’s 
Geneva, with the help of 
some of their sister cities, 
had planted more than 2,000 
churches in France. Cal-
vin was the leading church 
planter in Europe. He led the 
way in every part of the pro-
cess: he trained, assessed, 
sent, counseled, correspond-
ed with, and prayed for the 
missionaries and church 
planters he sent.6

Calvin himself contradict-
ed the caricatures that sug-
gest that those who believe 
in election should merely sit 
on the sidelines and let God 
save whom He will save. 
No, he knew that God would 
use the faithful scattering 

of the seed of the gospel to 
bring about a great harvest.
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A new kidney and a Super Bowl trophy
An Army veteran watches his son coach the Seahawks to the NFL title. An organ donation from a fellow 

church member made it possible.

By Calvin Cockrell, The 
Christian Chronicle

In five months, Hugh 
Macdonald went from 
needing a kidney to hold-
ing the Lombardi Trophy 
with his son.

The father of Seattle Se-
ahawks head coach Mike 
Macdonald — whose team 
defeated the New England 
Patriots in Super Bowl 
LX on Feb. 8 — devel-
oped kidney disease after 
battling hypertension for 
years.

The diagnosis came as 
a surprise to the 76-year-
old Army veteran, a 1971 

graduate of West Point, 
after a nephrologist had 
assured him not to worry 
about his kidneys.

But in summer 2024 — 
three years after retiring 
from a successful civilian 
career in tech sales and 
consulting — Macdonald 
got the terrible news. The 
doctor told him to start pre-
paring for dialysis and a 
kidney transplant.

It was “just like a two-
by-four hit me in the side 
of the head,” said Macdon-
ald, a longtime member of 
the Northlake Church of 
Christ in Tucker, Ga.

As he waited nearly an-
other year for treatments 
to begin, Sabrina, Mac-
donald’s wife of 18 years, 
watched his health contin-
ue to decline.

“I just kept thinking, 
well, how sick does he 
have to be?” recalled Sa-
brina, a former investment 
manager and graduate of 
Lipscomb University in 
Nashville, Tenn.

As Hugh began search-
ing for a kidney donor, a 
friend he’d met as an Army 
engineer officer, retired 
Army Col. Richard Dono-
hue, told him about DOVE. 
The organization helps find 
donors for veterans in need 
of kidney transplants and 
facilitate the donation pro-
cess.

At the same time, a 
neighbor and friend, Lynn 
Walker Gendusa, wrote 
about Hugh in a column 
that appeared in several 
Georgia news outlets.

The Seahawks also pub-
lished a story about him on 
their website. In it, Hugh’s 

son, Mike, noted his fa-
ther’s selflessness and hu-
mility.

“My dad is just such a 
steadying force,” Mike 
said. “Talk about high 
character, high integrity, a 
right and wrong way to go 
about things.”

Because of Hugh’s char-
acter, he made clear to 
Gendusa and the Seahawks 
— and The Christian 
Chronicle — that he want-
ed to use his connections 
to help his fellow veterans, 
not himself.

“There’s a bunch of guys 
out there, a bunch of ladies 
and guys who are veterans, 
who have a higher prob-
ability of kidney disease … 
that need donors,” he said.

Finding a match
By summer 2025, Hugh 

hadn’t gotten a match. 
However, the Macdon-
alds knew two Northlake 
church members were be-
ginning the testing process.

One of them, Saman-
tha Harris, a 40-year-old 
nurse, also served with Sa-

brina on the board of the 
Decatur Church of Christ 
Senior Housing nonprofit, 
which operates two af-
fordable senior housing 
communities in the Atlanta 
area. The Northlake church 
was known as the Decatur 
Church of Christ before it 
moved to its current loca-
tion.

Still, the Macdonalds 
tried not to get their hopes 
up. Several potential do-
nors, including family 
members, had already been 
disqualified.

But Harris kept pushing 
through the “very inten-
sive” process, as Sabrina 
described it.

“Every time some-
thing came back — like 
if a piece of the lab work 
wasn’t quite where it need-
ed to be — she would say, 
‘Well, you know, the lab 
must have made a mistake. 
We’ll do that one again,’” 
Sabrina recalled, her voice 
breaking with emotion.

At the end of September, 
Harris and Hugh were ap-
proved for the transplant 
surgery, which was quick-
ly scheduled for a couple 
weeks later.

After the operation, 
Hugh’s improvement 
was stark and immediate, 
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Trophy

though for several months 
his travel was limited 
mostly to home and the 
transplant clinic.

“Incrementally from 
one week to the next, you 
could see he was feeling 
better and better,” Sabrina 
said. “And after about two 
months, he was just burst-
ing with how well he felt 
compared to how he had 
felt before.”

Holding the Lombardi
The Macdonalds were 

anticipating Hugh’s three-
month milestone in early 
January, when he got the 
all-clear to travel domesti-
cally.

The next day, the Mac-
donalds traveled out of 
state for a memorial ser-
vice for Hugh’s brother-in-
law, Bill Limbacher.

And just a week later, 
they flew to Seattle for the 
Seahawks’ first playoff 
game on Jan. 17. The Mac-
donalds hadn’t planned 
it that way — at the time 
of the surgery, they didn’t 
even know the team would 
make it to the playoffs in 
just Mike’s second year as 
head coach.

“The timing was incred-
ible,” Hugh noted.

In a few more weeks, 
Hugh and Sabrina cheered 
on Mike and his Seahawks 
from a suite with the 
coach’s family at Levi’s 
Stadium in Santa Clara, 
Calif., as Seattle conquered 
the Patriots 29-13. Hugh 
got to hold the Vince Lom-
bardi Trophy, the Super 
Bowl champions’ award, 
with his son.

Hugh is “over the moon” 
with pride for Mike — 
even as a Massachusetts 
native who used to cheer 

for the Patriots.
“I mean, how blessed can 

you be?” Hugh remarked. 
“I’m just walking around 
with a smile on my face 
all the time. … It is such a 
juxtaposition against what 
it was like a year ago.”

Sabrina brags on her 
stepson, too, whom she de-
scribes as “ a replica of his 
father in all the best ways.”

Hugh is also proud of 
his son’s faith — and that 
of his two daughters: Kate 
Reinmiller, who leads sales 
for an AI company, and 
Maggie Newell, a stunt 
actor and director who’s 
worked on “The Last of 
Us.”

After his Super Bowl 
win, Mike told reporters, 
“I believe God called me to 
be a coach, and I listened to 
him. And I thank him.”

Thanking God — and 
‘Sam’

Hugh said his own faith 

helped sustain him through 
his health crisis.

“It’s a foundation — you 
just rely on it,” he said. 
“You just fall back on your 
faith. You really do. And I 
always said (to God), ‘Hey, 
you know, whatever you 
have planned is OK with 
me.’”

Hugh’s brothers and sis-
ters in Christ at Northlake 
were invaluable too, he 
emphasized.

“It’s been months and 
months and months of 
prayers and reaching out 
and asking how you’re do-
ing and being very, very 
supportive — just incred-
ible, incredible people,” he 
said.

And the Macdonalds 
have grown close to Hugh’s 
donor, Samantha Harris, 
and her husband, Ben.

“I’ll talk till I’m blue in 
my face about how sweet 
this lady is. … She’s got a 

heart of gold,” Hugh said.
He named his kidney 

“Sam” in her honor. “We 
talk about Sam every once 
in a while, how Sam’s do-
ing,” Hugh added with a 
laugh.

Sabrina expressed her 
appreciation for Samantha, 
too.

“With God’s help, she 
saved my husband’s life,” 
Sabrina said. “She and her 
husband are part of our 
family now.”

Hugh and Sabrina both 
describe his experience as 

a miracle.
“The whole process of 

being able to keep people 
alive and then to trans-
plant — I mean, that’s a 
miracle,” Hugh said. “So, 
you know, all of a sudden, 
your faith is strengthened, 
because these are miracles 
out here.”

Sabrina added, “You 
hear a lot of times words 
like ‘amazing’ and ‘mira-
cle’ thrown around willy-
nilly, and this has really 
been a miracle to witness 
up close and personal.”
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2 women, 2 years, 25 countries with IMB Explorer program

By Mark Maynard, Bap-
tist Press

Ava Taylor* spent the 
past two years travel-
ing across Europe as part 
of the International Mis-
sion Board’s Project 3000 
Explorer initiative, seek-
ing out unreached people 
groups and sharing the 
Gospel. The project’s goal 
is to ensure every people 
group has access to the 
message of Christ.

Over the next five years, 
the IMB plans to send 300 
missionary explorers to re-
search each remaining peo-
ple group with no known 
Gospel presence.

Taylor, 30, partnered 
with a 47-year-old woman 
during the two-year assign-
ment, which took them to 
25 European countries.

Taylor, a Kentucky Bap-
tist, said she had always 
been interested in missions 
because her parents were 
faithful in serving their 
church. However, she said 
she did not fully commit to 
that calling until she was 
18 and “truly became a 
follower of Christ and de-
cided I would go where He 
sends me.”

Her first mission trip 
was to Italy, and she said 
“my heart was just torn for 

the lost. There is such vast 
lostness in Europe. I knew 
that’s where God was call-
ing me.”

Taylor began exploring 
IMB opportunities, includ-
ing serving as a Journey-
man in Italy. She attended 
an interview conference 
she described as similar 
to a job fair, designed to 
guide applicants through 
the process.

“That’s where I first 
heard about Project 3000. I 
love to travel and my heart 
was for the unreached. … 
Hearing what they were 
doing piqued my interest. 
I applied for both that and 
the other job and talked to 
supervisors. I prayed a lot 
about it and thought while 
I was young and able, why 
not do Project 3000?”

It took some extra train-
ing, both mental and physi-
cal, and classes on map-
ping and other means of 
survival in Virginia before 
she went to her assignment 
and met with her partner.

For security reasons, 
Taylor cannot disclose all 
the locations she and her 
partner visited, but she 

said they traveled to “22 
or 23 different countries 
between them.” At times 
they worked with national 
partners and often relied 
on Google Translate to 
overcome language barri-
ers. “Some were Italian or 
their own language but not 
so much English,” she said.

They also encountered 
people deeply rooted in 
their own religious tradi-
tions. Some were Muslim, 
some Catholic, and few 
were open to hearing or ac-
cepting the Gospel.

“In my two years, shar-
ing with as many people 
as I could, none of them 
came to Christ,” she said. 
“We had some interested, 
but nobody was ready 
to take that step. A lot of 
my job was equipping lo-
cal churches on how to 
go about evangelism. We 
know we are leaving be-
hind tools for churches to 
do this themselves.”

Although she found it 
disappointing that no one 
made a profession of faith 
during that time, Taylor 

said she believes seeds 
were planted and she con-
tinues to pray that, in the 
days, weeks, months or 
even years ahead, many 
will come to faith after 
hearing about the one true 
God.

Research played a criti-
cal role in locating un-
reached people groups, 
she said. “There is a lot 
of research beforehand,” 
Taylor said. “Thank good-
ness for the internet, it was 
really helpful. We also 
have a system in the IMB 
where we think they are. 
We’d go to cafes, cultural 
centers and try to find any 
churches and just start ask-
ing around.”

Taylor said the experi-
ence taught her many per-
sonal lessons.

“It teaches you a lot 
about yourself,” she said. 
“Like, how do I react un-
der pressure. Is it always 
godly? No. 1, what does 
abiding in Christ really 
look like? My relationship 
(with Christ) deepened so 
much in this experience. 
My partner came off the 
field a little early and I 
had my own [translator]. 
It did get lonely. There is 
a lack of community with 
this job. You’re not able to 
go to church — or not in 
your language — or you’re 

Italy is home to many beautiful scenes like this one in Cinque 
Terre but few follow Jesus as their Savior. Italy is considered to 

be 0.54% evangelical.

Continued on page 15
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“Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also 
acknowledge him before my Father in heaven.”

Matthew 10:32

looking for your people 
group. Am I really abid-
ing? I have a dependence 
on God I didn’t have be-
fore.”

She enjoyed working 
with her partner, despite 
the age difference.

“She’s quite a bit older, 
the exception to the rule,” 
Taylor said. “We hit it off. 
You spend 24/7 together. 
You wake up and you’re 
there with that person. We 
became very fast friends. It 
did help that she was a little 
older with a little more life 
experience,” Taylor said.

Taylor’s parents, while 
strong believers, were con-
cerned about their daugh-
ter’s safety.

“My dad was not super 
thrilled,” she said. “He was 
a little concerned about me 
being over there, two single 
females traveling Europe. 
They totally understand the 
work and are super proud.”

Taylor continues to work 
with the IMB as a recruiter 
and mobilizer.

Looking ahead, she said 
she is considering a return 
to Europe but is uncertain 
about her next step. “I’m 
really close to my family as 
well,” she said. “Am I re-
ally being called overseas 

long-term? I’m trying to 
figure that out.”

Even so, Taylor said 
her time overseas has 
only strengthened her bur-
den for people around the 
world who have never 
heard the Gospel.

She understands that her 
mission overseas would 
not have been possible 
without the generous giv-
ing by Southern Baptists 
through the Cooperative 
Program.

“I cannot say ‘thank you’ 
enough to Southern Bap-
tist churches that give to 
the Cooperative Program 
because it truly does go 
straight to your mission-
aries and it helps us,” she 
said.

“It supports us and gives 
us the freedom to go out 
and share the Gospel on a 
daily basis without having 
to worry about raising sup-
port … it truly helps and 
it is such a blessing to ev-
eryone. I cannot say ‘thank 
you’ enough.”

You can listen to an in-
terview with Ava Taylor on 
the Kentucky Today Pod-
cast.

*Name changed for se-
curity reasons.

Continued from page 14

Program

Have you hugged  
your spouse 

today? 
 



T-N-T DesignsT-N-T Designs
Digital Printing/Digital Printing/
Screen printing Screen printing 

on T-Shirtson T-Shirts
Machine EmbroideryMachine Embroidery
Personalized Gifts!Personalized Gifts!

Troy & Tammie WinfreyTroy & Tammie Winfrey
(620) 563-6106(620) 563-6106

NEW AddressNEW Address
409 Grand Ave., Plains, Ks.409 Grand Ave., Plains, Ks.

www.tntstitch.comwww.tntstitch.com
tammie@tntstitch.comtammie@tntstitch.com

We can help you...
Whatever your design needs!

KANSAS FAITH AND FAMILY                                                                                                                                 		               MARCH 2026, PAGE 16

Continued on page 17

Lifeway Research finds fewer than 1 in 3 churchgoers read the Bible daily
By Aaron Earls
Most churchgoers place 

a high value on the Bible, 
but only about a third com-
mit to reading it every day.

The Lifeway Research 
State of Discipleship study 
found Bible engagement to 
be one among eight sign-
posts measuring distinct 
characteristics for believ-
ers progressing in their 
spiritual maturity. On a 
scale of 0 to 100, the av-
erage churchgoer scores 
69.8 on Bible engagement, 
placing it fifth among the 
signposts.

Among U.S. Protestant 
churchgoers, most say they 
read Scripture regularly, 
but just 31 percent say Bi-
ble reading is a daily habit.

“Protestant churchgo-
ers overall report they are 
engaging the Bible, but 
on any specific question, 
as many as 1 in 5 say they 
are not following Jesus 
Christ in that way,” said 

Scott McConnell, execu-
tive director of Lifeway 
Research. “This reflects 
an overall pattern in as-
sessments of churchgoers 
where the direction is often 
good but far from the stan-
dard seen in Scripture.” 

Bible reading levels
According to the State of 

Discipleship study, around 
3 in 5 Americans who at-
tend religious services at 
least once a month (61 
percent) regularly read the 
Bible, including 31 per-
cent who read every day 
and 30 percent who do so 
a few times a week. Some 
engage once a week (14 
percent) or a few times a 
month (11 percent). Few 
say they read Scripture 
only once a month (5 per-
cent), while 1 in 10 (9 per-
cent) do so rarely or never.

Reading frequencies 
have remained mostly 
steady since 2019, when 
Lifeway Research found 

59 percent were regular Bi-
ble readers. Personal Bible 
engagement has increased, 
however, since previous 
studies. In 2012, 46 per-
cent regularly read the 
Bible, including 19 percent 
who did so every day. Five 
years earlier, in 2007, only 
36 percent of churchgoers 
were regular Bible readers, 
with just 16 percent who 
read daily.

“The portion of church-
goers reading the Bible a 
few times a week or more 
on their own has leveled 
off recently after rising 
dramatically since 2007, 
but the churchgoer popu-
lation was also changing 
during this period,” said 
McConnell, “A lower per-
centage of Americans at-
tend a Protestant church 

once a month today than 
when this series of studies 
began. Clearly, the rem-
nant of Americans attend-
ing church each month are 
more willing to regularly 
read the Bible on their own 
than when churches were 
more populated.”

A recent Lifeway Re-
search study found 9 in 
10 Americans have read 
at least some of the Bible, 
but just 22 percent have 
finished the book at least 
once. Churchgoers were 
more likely than others to 
have read larger percent-
ages of the Bible. Even 
among those who attend 
church services more than 
once a week, around 3 in 
5 (59 percent) say they’ve 
read the entire Bible at 
least once.

While the State of Dis-
cipleship found Bible en-
gagement to be a positive 
factor for adults’ spiritual 
growth, previous Lifeway 
Research studies have 
shown the importance 
of Bible reading for the 
next generation. The big-
gest predictor of whether 
a child becomes a faithful 
believer as a young adult is 
whether or not they regu-
larly read the Bible grow-
ing up.

Additionally, while 66 
percent of churchgoing 
teenagers stop attending 
when they become young 
adults, those who spend 
time regularly reading the 
Bible are 1.23 times less 
likely to drop out com-
pared to those who do not 
spend personal time in 

Scripture.
Skipping Scripture
When U.S. Protestant 

churchgoers miss time in 
their Bible, many say it has 
a negative impact, but not 
everyone feels the absence 
in the same way.

Three in 5 (62 percent) 
say they desperately miss 
the time with God if they 
go several days without 
reading the Bible, while 21 
percent are unsure and 17 
percent disagree. Similar-
ly, 3 in 5 (58 percent) say 
they find themselves un-
fulfilled if they go several 
days without reading their 
Bible, while 21 percent 
aren’t sure and 21 percent 
disagree.

Yet even among those 
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who say they notice when 
they aren’t engaged with 
the Bible, that sentiment 
isn’t always strong. Three 
in 10 (30 percent) strongly 
agree they desperately miss 
personal time with God 
when they go several days 
without reading the Bible, 
and 26 percent strongly 
agree they find themselves 
unfulfilled in that situation.

“Most of those engaging 
the Bible regularly are do-
ing so because they enjoy 
what the practice brings 
to their lives,” McConnell 
said. “Movement toward 
more Bible engagement 
requires intentionality, but 
movement away from this 
devotion can start out as a 
slow drift. However, a mo-
ment of reflection among 
those who have experi-
enced the value of engag-
ing the Bible reminds them 
of what they are missing.”

Compared to 2019, 
churchgoers have similar 
overall attitudes. Seven 
years ago, almost 3 in 5 
(58 percent) said they des-
perately missed the time 
with God when they went 
several days without read-
ing the Bible, while 22 per-
cent weren’t sure and 20 
percent disagreed. At that 
time, however, 33 percent 
strongly agreed and 25 per-
cent somewhat agreed.

Attitudes toward the 
Bible

As expected, U.S. Prot-
estant churchgoers hold 
Scripture in high regard, 
but not always in the high-
est regard.

Around 3 in 4 (74 per-
cent) say the Bible has au-
thority over every area of 

their lives, with 15 percent 
unsure and 11 percent dis-
agreeing. However, only 
40 percent strongly agree, 
leaving 3 in 5 with at least 
some doubts about the au-
thority of Scripture.

Similarly, more than 
7 in 10 (72 percent) find 
themselves thinking about 
biblical truths throughout 
the day, while 19 percent 
aren’t sure and 10 percent 
disagree. Yet just 31 per-
cent strongly agree that’s 
regularly the case for 
them. Those percentages 
are similar to 2019, when 
69 percent agreed, 20 per-
cent weren’t sure and 12 
percent disagreed.

“The Bible can’t have 

full authority in someone’s 
life if they don’t know what 
it says or aren’t consider-
ing what it says about the 
specific things they are fac-
ing in life,” said McCon-
nell. “The Bible makes the 
appeal, ‘be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, 
so that you may discern 
what is the good, pleasing, 
and perfect will of God’ 
(Romans 12:2b, CSB).”

Methodology
The online survey of 

2,130 Protestant church-
goers was conducted 
March 19–26, 2025, using 
a national pre-recruited 
panel. Respondents were 
screened to include those 
who identified as Protes-

tant/non-denominational 
and attend religious ser-
vices at least once a month. 
Respondents could com-
plete the survey in English 
or Spanish. Quotas and 
slight weights were used 
to balance gender, age, 
region, ethnicity, educa-
tion, and denominational 
affiliation. The completed 
sample is 2,130 surveys. 
The sample provides 95 
percent confidence that the 
sampling error from the 
panel does not exceed plus 
or minus 2.21 percent. This 
margin of error accounts 
for the effect of weighting. 
Margins of error are higher 
in sub-groups.

Continued from page 16

Daily

Resting in God’s Sovereignty
Scripture Focus: Psalm 46:1–3
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 

trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be 
removed…”

Introduction
Life often feels uncertain. Storms come unexpect-

edly — whether personal trials, national events, or quiet 
struggles of the heart. Psalm 46 reminds us that our stabil-
ity does not come from circumstances, but from the un-
changing character of God.

1. God Is Our Refuge
A refuge is a place of safety. In ancient times, it meant 

fortified walls or natural strongholds. Spiritually, it means 
that when fear rises, we run toward God — not away from 
Him.

Ask yourself:
Where do I turn first when anxiety comes?
Do I treat prayer as a last resort or a first response?
2. God Is Our Strength
The Psalm does not say we are strong. It says God is 

our strength. This means we do not face hardship alone. 
His strength is not merely emotional encouragement — it 
is sustaining power.

The Apostle Paul echoed this truth in 2 Corinthians 
12:9:

“My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made 
perfect in weakness.”

Our weakness becomes the stage on which God dis-
plays His faithfulness.

3. A Present Help
Notice the phrase: very present help. God is not distant. 

He is not watching from afar. He is near, active, and at-
tentive.

Even when “the mountains fall into the heart of the 
sea,” the Psalmist declares confidence, not panic. Why? 
Because God’s presence outweighs the chaos.

Application
This week:
• Begin each day acknowledging God as your refuge.
• Memorize Psalm 46:1.
• When fear surfaces, pause and pray before reacting.
• Faith grows when we practice trusting the Lord in 

small moments before the larger trials come.
Closing Thought
Circumstances change. Headlines shift. Seasons pass. 

But the believer’s confidence remains steady because it 
rests not on the world, but on the One who holds it.
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FIRST-PERSON: From Creator to Christ:
The Eternal Word of God

By Malcolm B. Yarnell 
III, Baptist Press

The Bible begins its en-
lightening discourse with 
the foundational claim that 
God created everything by 
breathing and speaking. 
Reflecting on this creative 
activity, orthodox Chris-
tians conclude the Lord 
God made the heavens and 
the earth by His Spirit and 
by His Word. God “cre-
ated” (Genesis 1:1) while 
His Spirit was “hovering” 
over the nothingness (v. 2) 
and His Word “said” things 
with power (v. 3).

Every time “the Lord 
God” spoke His Word dur-
ing those first six days, 
that which was previously 
nothing became something 
(Gen. 2:4). God repeat-
edly said, “Let there be,” 
with perfect authority. 
And whatsoever He spoke 
about, that thing came into 
being (1:3, 6, 9, etc). At the 
same time, God’s eternal 
Spirit executed the perfect 
will He was proclaiming 
(v.2). The one Lord God 
thereby brought every 
creaturely reality, includ-
ing the space which marks 
the world’s physical exten-
sion and the time which 
marks its progress, into ex-
istence.

Afterwards, God re-
vealed further truths about 
His Word through the 
prophets. Calling Israel to 
find comfort in the Lord, 
the prophet Isaiah remind-
ed them of God’s power 
amidst their frailty. “All 
humanity,” He said, is like 
the grass which “withers” 
and like the flowers which 

“fade” (Isaiah 40:6-7). But 
by contrast, while the world 
begins and ends, “the Word 
of our God remains forev-
er” (v. 8). He also disclosed 
that God sends His Word 
into the world to engage it 
intimately with His power 
and authority. The Lord 
God is above and beyond 
our conceptual capabili-
ties (55:8-9), so His Word 
comes to us like “rain and 
snow.” The Word descends 
from above, as an act of ut-
ter grace, to give life to the 
earth and its inhabitants (v. 
10). From these Old Testa-
ment passages, we come 
to realize three profound 
truths about the Word of 
God: The Word is eter-
nal. The Word creates all 
things. And the Word sus-
tains life.

We then hear further 
stunning news: The eternal 
Word is more intimately 

involved in human life than 
through original creation 
and continuing sustenance. 
God continued speaking 
through the prophet, “My 
word that comes from my 
mouth will not return to 
me empty, but it will ac-
complish what I please 
and will prosper in what I 
send it to do” (v. 11). Yet 
more truth about the Word 
of God is hereby revealed: 
The Word comes from God 
and is sent into the world. 
The Word is distinct from 
God. The Word exercises 
personal agency. And the 
Word successfully accom-
plishes the will of God.

Isaiah also revealed how 
God would redeem His 
people through the suffer-
ing of his elect “Servant” 
(Isa. 52:13-53:12). How-
ever, the connection of this 
Servant with the eternal 
Word, and with the pow-

erful “Son of Man,” who 
would reign over the uni-
verse forever from the di-
vine throne (Dan. 7:13-14), 
was not yet clearly per-
ceived. Even the immediate 
disciples of Jesus did not 
understand the world-al-
tering truth about the Word 
and the Servant until after 
Jesus conquered death, re-
constituting our humanity 
through His resurrection. 
Nevertheless, the facts of 
the New Testament’s eter-

nal Gospel – that the Word 
of God is both God and 
with God, that He became 
a human being to redeem 
humanity by His death and 
resurrection, and that He 
reigns forever – were al-
ready revealed to the Old 
Testament prophets.

According to the New 
Testament, this Word, the 
only begotten Son of God, 
is Jesus the Christ, the 
Son of Man and suffering 
Servant (Matthew 16:16; 

Mark 14:61-63; 15:28, 
39; John 1:1, 18). This 
One, who is truly God and 
truly man, recapitulated 
or perfected our human-
ity, working our salvation 
through His atoning death 
and victorious resurrection 
for us (Matthew 16:21; 
Ephesians 1:10; Hebrews 
2:9-10). The risen Lord 
explained this transforma-
tive truth about Himself 

Continued on page 23
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Selling the End of Time
By Van Yandell
Matthew 24: 36 “Heaven 

and earth shall pass away, 
but my words shall not pass 
away. But of that day and 
hour knoweth no man, no, 
not the angels of heaven, 
but my Father only. But as 
the days of Noah were, so 
shall also the coming of the 
Son of man be.”

Unless one is living on 
a desert island and hasn’t 
seen another human in 
many years, the obvi-
ous capitalizing of certain 
conditions and concepts is 
drowning us every day of 
our lives.

Cancer is big business, 
body fat is big business. 
Sex, power, prestige, per-
sonal appearance and hy-
giene make many feel less 
than adequate in today’s 
world; thus the selling of 
products.

Videos, articles, books, 
movies and TV shows are 
profiting from “End of 
Time” scenarios. Many 
are pre-occupied with the 
foreknowledge of how the 
world will end and what 
will become of us when it 
happens. 

As the leading scripture 

indicates, only God knows 
when and exactly how the 
end will come. Specula-
tions have been made by 
the thousands and few, if 
any, of those coincide with 
scriptural teachings. 

Jesus said in Matthew 
24: 9 “then shall be great 
tribulation, such as was not 
since the beginning of the 
world to this time, no, nor 
ever shall be.” 

Old Testament writers 
indicate times of great dis-
tress that correspond to Je-
sus’ statement. Zephaniah 
1: 14-18, Joel 2: 1-2 and 
Daniel 9: 24-27 tell us of 
times that will be terrible 
to all mankind left on earth.

This time of tribulation 
has likely been considered 
in the present many times 
in history. During wars, 
famines, epidemics, po-
litical coups and uprisings; 
millions have been killed, 
homes burned, rapes and 
torturing leading many to 
believe they were experi-
encing the tribulation. 

The Biblical signs of the 
end times are ever present 
somewhere in the world 
and it is understandable 
why so many may have had 
such a thought. 

There is a sequence of 
events that will take place. 
First, the return of Christ to 
take up His church (those 
true believer-followers of 
Him) 1 Thessalonians 4: 
13-18. 

Second, the tribulation 
(in which thousands will 
die, and the earth mostly 
destroyed) will take place 
for 3/12 years with a subse-
quent 3 ½ years many call 
The Great Tribulation.

And thirdly, Christ’s 
return at which time the 
prophesy in Philippians 
2: 10-11 will be fulfilled. 
“That at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, 
of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things 
under the earth. And that 
every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.”

Then Christ will estab-
lish His 1000-year millen-
nial reign on earth. This 
listing is debatable and 
many have other opinions. 
Students of the Bible and 
those curious are encour-
aged to read the scriptures 
and determine their own 
thoughts. 

Sources of similar infor-
mation vary in these events. 

Whereas 1 Thessalonians 
4: 16-17 indicate the Lord 
will “descend” from Heav-
en to take up the believers 
but will return with them to 
Heaven. This considered, 
He will return to the earth 
after the tribulation. 

Some listings of the 
events elaborate into more 
than the four I have stated. 
These are only an outline 
and a listing of the major 
occurrences.

Attempting not to sound 
convinced of any certainty 
of the order, scriptural ref-
erences of those end time 
events seem to be happen-
ing before us in our current 
existence. 

The Apostle Paul wrote 
2 Timothy over 1900 years 
ago. 2 Timothy 3: 1-5 “This 
know also, that in the last 
days perilous times shall 
come. For men shall be 
lovers of their own selves, 
covetous, boasters, proud, 
blasphemers, disobedi-
ent to parents, unthankful, 
unholy, without natural 
affection, trucebreakers, 
false accusers, incontinent 
(out of self-control), fierce, 
despisers of those that are 

good, traitors, heady, high-
minded, lovers of pleasures 
more than lovers of God; 
having a form of godliness, 
but denying the power 
thereof: from such turn 
away.

Does this description fit 
our world in this twenty-
first century? It certainly 
does and one doesn’t have 
look very far to see it! Per-
haps in the mirror would be 
a good place to start. 

Paul’s description of 
mankind in the above scrip-
ture is only a beginning of 
the scriptural prophesies; 
the world conditions and 
the human attitudes and 
actions that will be mani-
fested in the end. 

Is this dire warning and 
description of future events 
something for us to dread 
and have great fear? For 
some “yes!” For the believ-
er-follower of Christ Jesus 
there is great anticipation. 

Romans 10: 9-10 “That 
if thou shalt confess with 
thy mouth (say it, mean it, 
believe it) the Lord Jesus, 
and shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised 
him from the dead, thou 

shalt be saved. For with the 
heart man believeth unto 
righteousness; and with the 
mouth confession is made 
unto salvation.”

The plan of salvation 
for individuals is a series 
of actions and understand-
ings. First, we must realize 
all are sinners (Romans 3: 
23). No human is exempt. 
We do things, think things 
and say things not in accor-
dance with the teachings of 
God in the Holy Bible.

We must confess the fact 
we are a sinner and in need 
of redemption (1 John 1: 
9). Thirdly is repentance: 
this is an intention and a 
vow to redirect our lives 
into accordance with God’s 
teachings (Acts 3: 19 and 
John 3). 

Belief in the Lord Jesus, 
crucified for the remission 
of sin and resurrected is 
absolutely essential and fi-
nally a prayer asking Him 
to come into our heart and 
lives and save our soul. 

Anyone reading this can 
be saved; it’s up to you. To 
believe is to be convinced 
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Answer

Bible Trivia
1. Finish this proverb: “Where there is no vision, ...”

“...the people perish.”

“Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also 
acknowledge him before my Father in heaven.”

Matthew 10:32

Missions is multi-generational at this Missouri 
church

By Chris Doyle
A common desire among 

Southern Baptist church-
es is to incorporate unity 
among the congregation’s 
different generations.

Second Baptist Church in 
Springfield has made “mul-
tigenerational” an empha-
sis in its pursuit of mission 
work, and the result has 
been a success.

“It’s difficult to engage 
cross-generationally, but 

when you put believers 
of varying ages alongside 
each other with a common 
cause and a common love 
for Christ, it becomes beau-
tiful,” said Rob Brewer, 
Second Baptist’s missions 
pastor. “We’re not doing 
this in silos. The youth 
minister isn’t running his 
own missions thing; the 
missions minister isn’t just 
leading a group of adults. 
We’re doing this together.”

Brightyn Stange and 
Dawson Blaine of Second 
Baptist Springfield pray 
with a man they met while 
doing mission work in To-
ronto. Photo Provided

Brewer makes this a pri-
ority whenever inquiring 
about Second Baptist doing 
a mission project. “Can you 
host multiple age groups?” 
is the first question asked to 
potential missions partners.

Whether they are serv-
ing in a community cen-
ter in Munich, a church-
planting effort in St. Louis 
or a disaster-relief hub in 
Toronto, Second Baptist 
seeks mission work where 
an 80-year-old could stand 
beside a college sophomore 
and a high school freshman, 
handing out water bottles 
and sharing the Gospel.

Lead pastor John Birchett 
has seen many members 
from Second Baptist com-
mit to serving in missions.

“It’s important for me 
that we not simply be a fi-
nancial resource to our mis-
sion field,” Birchett said, 
“but to really engage our 

people to live at a missional 
level.”

In 2025, the church spon-
sored two trips to serve in 
Toronto.

“Toronto is one of the 
only locations where you 
can work with the North 
American Mission Board, 
Send Relief and the Inter-
national Mission Board, 
all three in one place,” said 
student pastor Josh Phillips.

The Canadian city offers 
a setting to introduce both 
students and adults to what 
NAMB does with church 
planting, what Send Relief 
does with meeting human 
needs and how the IMB is 
reaching different people 
groups in a major interna-
tional metropolis with the 
Gospel.

“It’s exciting to be able 
to introduce all this great 
work to our church mem-
bers,” Phillips said.

Another team from Sec-
ond Baptist recently went 
to Munich, Germany. The 
team featured a mixture of 

Continued on page 21

A team of multiple generations from Second Baptist 
Church, Springfield, Missouri prepares to serve during 
a visit to Toronto where they engaged in conversations 

and shared their beliefs.
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Missions

college students and retir-
ees. The church sent a simi-
lar crew to serve in North-
ern Africa.

When the teams return 
to Springfield, the impact 
is palpable, Brewer said. 
Church hallways buzz, and 
hugs and handshakes are 
exchanged among differ-
ent age groups. That natural 
cross-pollination — “the 
natural pathway” Brewer 
called it — is exactly what 
the leadership at Second 
Baptist hoped to foster.

These short-term mission 
projects also meet another 
goal of the church’s lead-
ership. Second Baptist is 
seeing members commit to 
serving long term. Brewer 
said one young woman 
from their church recently 
went through training to be-
come an IMB missionary.

“She is actually another 
great story of someone we 
took on one of our Germany 
mission trips,” Brewer said. 
“She went and served there, 
fell in love with the country 
and served a second time 
with us on a short-term trip. 
When she returned, she met 

with us as a staff and said, 
‘I feel led to go.’ She’s go-
ing to be working with one 
of the teams that we send 
our teams to, so it’s just an-
other great picture of what 
this all can look like.”

Second Baptist has con-
nections with 27 IMB mis-
sionaries whom they are 
praying for and supporting, 
and the church is currently 
doing mission projects with 
nine of these missionaries 
(two in Frankfurt, three in 
Munich, two in Northern 
Africa and Middle East and 
two in Toronto).

When asked what en-
couragement they would 
share with churches that 
want to do more mission 
work, Second Baptist lead-
ership gave five tips:

Find leaders with a mis-
sion heartbeat. Consider 
people who have walked 
on the mission field them-
selves.

Make partnership criteria 
explicit. Can they host mul-
tiple generations?

Build a pipeline that starts 
in grade school and ends in 
lifelong service. Children 
and students can do mis-
sion projects, even locally. 
Aspire to send members to 
serve full-time.

Invest in preparation. Ap-
plications, interviews and 
vision trips keep the focus 
sharp.

Encourage cross-gen-
erational teamwork. Let 
retirees mentor college 
students. Let youth invite 
older adults to worship.

Birchett also commend-
ed the IMB, and specifi-
cally IMB President Paul 
Chitwood, for the growth 
of missions involvement at 
Second Baptist.

“Under Dr. Chitwood’s 
leadership, the willingness 
of missionaries to build 
deep ties with local church-
es here in the United States 
is significant,” Birchett 
said. “(The IMB) desires 
that as much as we desire 
it.”

Second Baptist Spring-
field continues to live 
out its motto, “Kingdom 
First, Second Strong,” not 
through grand statements 
but through everyday mo-
ments: an 80-year-old pray-
ing over a college student’s 
final exam, a teenager shar-
ing a meal with a mission-
ary on the field, a pastor 
watching his congregation 
become a team that travels 
the globe together.

“How to Find God”
And Eternal Life

How do I find God is 
perhaps the most excellent 
question one could ask. Je-
sus said that finding God 
“can be likened to a “Fine 
Pearl” which a man found, 
then went and sold all he 
had to buy (Matt 13:46).

Jesus is the Son of God, 
“For God loved the world 
so much that he gave his 
one and only Son, so that 
everyone who believes 
in him will not perish but 
have eternal life,” (John 
3:16).

Jesus also said, “I am the 
way and the truth and the 
life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me,” 
(John 14:5-7).

The way to God is 
through belief and faith in 
Jesus.

Jesus already knows all 
about you, including your 
every thought and desire. 
According to scripture, He 
is the one who placed the 
desire in your heart to find 
Him.

Jesus said “...the one 
who comes to Me I will 
most certainly not cast out I 

will never, no never, reject 
one of them who comes to 
Me,” (John 6:37).

God provided a plan of 
salvation so simple that a 
child can understand. You 
can know with certainty 
that He will welcome you 
into His Kingdom of ever-
lasting life.

When invited, Jesus will 
enter into your heart, the 
very center of your being. 
There He remains to guide, 
protect, and help in all ar-
eas of your life; He abides 
in us, we are His temple. 
(The temple not made with 
hands)
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2026: A Real or Fake Election? – Part 1
Dr. Rodney Crowell
Recently Michael Cloud 

(R-TX) posted a picture 
on X of the voting panel 
every member of the U.S. 
House of Representa-
tives uses to register their 
votes in Congress.  He 
explained that before the 
correct vote button could 
be pushed, their Photo I.D. 
card must be inserted into 
a slot just to the right, or 
else no vote choice could 
be made. Cloud then noted 
how hypocritical it was last 
month when nearly every 
Democrat House mem-
ber used their Photo ID to 
vote against the SAVE act 
requiring photo ID for the 
entire country!  Why would 
the Democrats want to en-
sure the integrity of THEIR 
votes but not OURS?  Es-
pecially when the Pew and 
Gallup polls show that over 
80% of Americans from all 
demographic sections want 
photo ID required for elec-
tions?  And that 65% of all 
voters want election re-
cords available for public 
inspection, which includes 
ballot images, cast vote 
records (CVRs), chain of 

custody logs, adjudication 
logs, tabulation reports, 
websites accessed and even 
surveillance video? Why 
aren’t all the Talking Hair-
dos of the media covering 
this?  Plus, if photo ID 
were inherently “racist,” 
as Senator Chuck “Shut-
down” Schumer claims, 
Democrats would refuse 
to use it for their own Con-
gressional votes!  But they 
don’t. H-m-m.

The survey results as 
well as mounting activ-
ity from Federal, state 
and independent watch-
dog groups, indicates that 
Americans worry whether 
the upcoming November 
midterm elections will be 
real or fake. Merely say-
ing that “it’s already illegal 
for non-citizens to vote” 
means nothing if there’s no 
enforcement of it. An ex-
ample of that from Coman-
che County made national 
news recently. Recall that 
on November 20, 2020, Cy-
bersecurity (CISA) Direc-
tor Chris Krebs proclaimed 
that election “the most se-
cure in American history.”  
Krebs rightly was fired 

six days later by President 
Trump, as the following 
six years revealed a moun-
tain of criminal behavior in 
the area of election fraud 
which prosecutors and 
watchdogs are still digging 
through.  “Such as?” you 
may say.  Glad you asked!  
Let’s form a sample list us-
ing just one suspect – Ful-
ton County, Georgia (the 
Atlanta metroplex). Biden 
claimed victory in Georgia 
by a mere 11,779 votes.  
Keep that in mind as you 
continue reading.

When the FBI carried 
out a warranted raid on 
Fulton’s election office to 
investigate the 2020 elec-
tion, they found the fol-
lowing: (1) Missing digital 
ballot images (17,852 to be 
exact); (2) Duplicate bal-
lots added to make the re-
count numbers match their 
alleged totals – what gam-
blers would call “an ace 
up the sleeve”!  Also, they 
found (3) Missing vote 
tabulator tapes containing 
total votes and total ballots 
cast per machine (probably 
ones from Republican pre-
cincts!), with data illegally 

moved around by memory 
cards or flash drives; as 
well as (4) Over 150,000 
‘Miracle’ absentee or mail-
in ballots with NO signs 
of being folded or mailed  
and identical vote choices!  
That’s Big-Time tamper-
ing. In the first two months 
after November 2020, over 
500 sworn affidavits (=le-
gal evidence) and 11,000 
incident reports were filed 
in the swing states (GA, 
PA, AZ, MI, WI, MN and 
NV), with the Biden Ad-
ministration doing NOTH-
ING to prosecute.  Instead, 
they helped the State of 
Colorado throw former 
Mesa County clerk Tina 
Peters in prison for nine 
years for investigating 
fraud in her own county – 
as reprehensible an act as 
their current efforts to le-
galize prostitution. (While 
Trump pardoned Tina af-
ter his re-election, Colo-
rado refuses to release her. 

Remember the bumper 
stickers that said, “Don’t 
Californicate Colorado”?  
Sorry, you Golden Buffa-
loes, it’s already happening 
to you!)

This year, our President 
has put the prosecution of 
Election Fraud into high 
gear, which explains why 
the Democrats and their 
sympathetic Federal judg-
es are working overtime 
to obstruct it.  The SAVE 
Act (“Safeguard American 
Voter Eligibility”) is the tip 
of the spear.  More must 
be done, and is. Our DOJ 
(Department of Justice) 
has sued 22 states for non-
compliance with Federal 
requirements for voter roll 
registration, sending a stern 
warning that they must fol-
low NVRA (National Voter 
Registration Act) rules.  
The DOJ followed it up 
with a conference call to 
all the states.  Hopefully, 
with a cooperative Federal 

government this time, truly 
independent vote watch-
dog groups like Judicial 
Watch (it forced removal 
of 5.8 MILLION illegal or 
non-existent voters in 11 
states!) or True The Vote 
won’t face such an enor-
mous workload. Inciden-
tally, yet another watchdog 
group, the Michigan Fair 
Elections Institute discov-
ered that from 2011-2025 
nationwide, 28% of the 97 
million new voter registra-
tions from residents with-
out valid drivers’ licenses 
did NOT match Social Se-
curity data – 60K of them 
in Michigan alone. Clearly, 
state Secretaries of State 
or other election officials 
aren’t doing their jobs 
and must feel hot Federal 
breath down their necks.

“But what about the U.S. 
Constitution in Article 1, 
Section 4?  It says, ‘The 

Continued on page 23
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times, places and manner 
of holding elections for 
Senators and Representa-
tives shall be prescribed 
in each state by the Leg-
islatures thereof’ – right?”  
Yes, but read the rest: “...
the Congress may at any 
time by law make or alter 
such regulations, except as 
to the places of choosing 
Senators.” (At that time, 
U.S. Senators were chosen 
by each state’s legislatures 
= “the places.”)  Read in 
context, Congress does in 
fact have the right to au-
thor election laws OVER-
RIDING the authority and 
practices of the states.  It’s 
about time!  Our Found-
ers clearly understood that 
elections, like citizenship, 
are too important and too 
easily manipulated to go 
unsupervised.

“But the Bible says noth-
ing about voting, right?” 
True, not as we understand 

it today; however, it says 
much about how to treat 
others.  In Leviticus chap-
ter 19 – God’s laws meant 
for His people Israel, yet 
illustrative of His heart for 
justice everywhere – the 
LORD says, “Do not steal. 
Do not lie. Do not deceive 
one another.  Do not swear 
falsely by my name…Do 
not defraud your neighbor 
or rob him…Do not pervert 
justice; do not show partial-
ity to the poor or favoritism 
to the great, but judge your 
neighbor fairly” (verses 
10-12, 13, 15).  Good rules 
for a dysfunctional nation 
to start following!

Continued from page 22
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something is real and true. 
Are you there yet?

Van Yandell is a retired 
Industrial Arts teacher, 
an ordained gospel evan-
gelist and commissioned 
missionary. His email is 
vmy3451@gmail.com
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from holy Scripture to the 
apostles (Luke 24:25-32, 
44-48). He then dissemi-
nated the good news to the 
world through His church’s 
proclamation. This procla-
mation focuses on His per-
son as the Word who be-
came flesh and His work to 
provide us with salvation 
(John 1:14; Romans 1:1-4; 
10:9-10).

It was only after the 
resurrection, when Jesus 
explained the mystery of 
the good news of salvation 
to His disciples that this 
revelation became clear 
to mankind. The mystery 
of the divine plan worked 
through the Word, which 
was previously made 
known in the Old Testa-
ment, thus includes at least 
seven profound truths:

1. The Word of God is 
eternal, powerful, and per-
sonal. 

2. The Word created all 

things.
3. The Word sustains all 

things. 
4. The Word came into 

the world. 
5. The Word worked 

wonders in the world. 
6. The Servant suffered 

vicariously for our sins and 
conquered death.

7. The Son of Man reigns 
over everything forever 
from the divine throne.

There is so much more 
which needs to be said 
about the Word of God. 
We will learn together of 
how the Word is the eter-
nal Son of God the Father. 
And of how He is our Cre-
ator and Providential Lord 
with the Father and the 
Spirit. How He created us 
in His image and contin-
ues to love us despite our 
sin. How He remains the 
electing God even as be-
comes the Elect One, the 

Son of Man, Jesus Christ. 
How He walked before us 
to blaze the trail into life 
through His atonement on 
the cross and His resurrec-
tion from death. How He is 
the One who now confers 
grace by calling sinners to 
believe in Him, to be born 
again, and to become His 
disciples. How He is our 
predecessor, guide, and in-
tercessor through this life. 
How He will ensure that 
we come through every 
danger, even death itself, 
into the very throne room 
of God. And we will fi-
nally learn together how, 
on the “day of the Lord,” 
before His glorious throne, 
every knee shall bow, and 
every tongue shall confess 
that “Jesus Christ is Lord” 
(Amos 5:18-24; Philippi-
ans 2:11; 1 Thessalonians 
5:2).

Continued from page 18
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NOW OPENNOW OPEN....Serving Full Menu!....Serving Full Menu!
FAMILY RESTAURANT AND SPORTS BARFAMILY RESTAURANT AND SPORTS BAR

We are a family restaurant and sports bar. We offer daily specials. We have 
the NFL ticket for all games. We have a friendly, hometown atmosphere, awesome 

staff & cold, cold beer. One of our specialties is Chicken Fried Steak.

1510 W. Spruce, Dodge City, Ks.  Ph. 620-371-6061
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OPPOSING VIEWPOINTS
 From day-one, it has been the position of 
Faith and Family not to endorse nor con-
demn any denomination. We strive to offer 
readers a wide variety of Christian views 
and perspectives and allow each individual 
to come to your own conclusion. Because 
news sources and contributors to Faith and 
Family come from a wide variety of sources, 
it is possible that some stories, opinions and 
views may conflict with certain beliefs.
 We ENCOURAGE any reader to submit an 
opposing viewpoint or opinion if any story 
offends you or conflicts with your beliefs. 
Please limit such responses to approximately 
500 words. You may refer to the offending 
item and the content with which you do not 
agree, and express your viewpoint, but please 
do not attack another individual nor their 
opinion. You may mail your op-ed opinion 
to Kansas Faith and Family, 221 E 6th Street, 
Kinsley, Kansas 67547. Or you may email 
them to editor@kansasfaithandfamily.org

Nancy Guthrie, Be Prayerful, Be Alert

Dr. Glenn Mollette
By the time you read 

this there will hopefully 
be good news about Nancy 
Guthrie. Our nation has 
prayed for her, her famous 
daughter, Savannah, and 
her family.

The abduction of this 

beautiful, charming 
84-year-old woman is 
alarming and very concern-
ing to us all. Nancy Guthrie 
is known as a sweet, beauti-
ful church going lady. Mil-
lions of us have been intro-
duced to her via national 
television. We feel like we 

know her and Savannah as 
they have been welcomed 
into our homes via televi-
sion for many years.

We have asked the ques-
tion “Why would someone 
do this to such a wonder-
ful elderly lady?” The best 
answer seems to be for 
money. Savannah Guthrie 
makes millions each year 
as anchor of the Today 
show. She would appear 
to be a deep well for cash. 
Sadly, it might not neces-
sarily be for cash. People 
seemingly kidnap and kill 
others for no apparent rea-
son. Some people kill oth-
ers simply because they 
want to kill someone. Yes, 
it’s a horrific thought, but 
we know it’s true.

Nancy Guthrie’s kidnap-
ping is a frightening re-
minder that no one is ever 
beyond becoming a victim 
of a crime. Just because 
you are good and kind does 
not make you immune 

from being the target of 
evil. Evil doesn’t care who 
you are, how religious you 
are or how nice you are to 
others. An evil person will 
rob, hurt and kill even the 
very best of people. This 
crime reminds us that 
you are never totally safe, 
wherever you may live. 
You may live in a small 
town, a rural community 
or in a gated, security filled 
place but evil people plot, 
scheme and look for a way. 
We can never be too care-
ful.

Lights are important 
around your home. Bad 
people don’t like the light. 
An evil person loves dark-
ness more than light. The 
lighter the better. A bark-
ing, biting dog makes 
intruders think twice. A 
barking dog is like a big 
alarm going off. Bad peo-
ple don’t like alarms. Be 
safe entering your home 
late in the evening. This 

is where light and a dog 
help. A handgun in your 
pocket also helps. Have the 
handgun in your hand and 
the safety off. If someone 
comes at you from out the 
bushes then protect your-
self.  If someone is waiting 
on you in your house and 
have your gun in hand, you 
can defend yourself against 
the evil perpetrator. Secu-
rity cameras can be great 
for catching people later 
but they may not prevent 
anyone from attacking you.

An ounce of prevention 
is worth a pound of cure. 

We all hope and pray this 
happens to no one, but it 
does. It happened to Nancy 
Gutherie and none of us are 
immune.

In 2024 533,936 persons 
were reported missing in 
the United States. 203,330 
were over the age of 18.  
Be prayerful for Nancy 
Guthrie and be alert.

Dr. Glenn Mollette is a 
syndicated columnist read 
in all fifty states. He is also 
the author of numerous 
books and can be hear each 
weekday morning on XM 
Radio 131.

Ph. 620-626-6100   
www.hregliberal.com
2 South Kansas Ave. 

Liberal, KS


